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TO THE HONOURABLE 


ohn' Leveret Eſq: 


Governour of the Mattachuſets Colony, , 


Together with the reſt of the Honourable Council of Magiſtrates 
of tle ſaid Colony. 


Hevytas it hath bren cuſtomary and commendable in former 
and leſt curious tines, it ſeems in this critical age, not only 
expedient, but neceſſary to ſend ſuch diſconrſes as the enſuing 
abroad into the world under the fradow & protettion of ſome 
Worthyes, whoſe countenance & ant hority may defend thens 
4m any male olence they may be incident wnto : Wherefore the following Sermon 
king by providence noW called forth into publick view, I am neceſſarily embolaned 
widicate 18 unto your Names, not knowing to whom the patronage of it doth more 
merly belong, As it 4 favour from you, 1 may the better expett it in that you 
we the firſt occaſiom to any Elucubrations of mind about it © As it it any tefti- 
wn of Obſervance frow me, none may better then you deſerve it, 1 never mteud-= 
day further publication then the preaching, leſt ſuch Crambe bis cocta wighe 
ureliG well in the Palates of this curious Age, (o plentifully furniſhed with all 
withes of Wiſdome + K nowledge, but for their ſakes who by the exigence of the 
Times, and preſent diſtreſs of the Warre, were denied the opportunity to be of the 
duitory, I have condeſcended to make it Legible, 1 ſhall not inſt upon any A- 
Miyy ebout the Subjef? choſen to treat of, it giving ſo fair an occaſion to (peak 
f all the moſt important dutyes that either Rulers or People can be concerned in 
Watever juniture of aff aivs ſhould come wpon them, It cannot be denied but is 
«later end of the former year, the Wiſeſt among ft us were under ſad apprehers 
im concerning the' iſſue of the ms troubles that were then come, and 
iy coming pon #s, in regard of the R ge of the Heathen /o far let looſe againſf 
1,414 thoſe that were concerned in the Eleftion of Magiſtrates for this preſent 
U#, were ready to fear they might be(peak the perſons on wh om the next Elettion 
Mull fall withthe words of the proph:t , Thou haſt Cloathing, be thou our 
er, and let chis rnine be under thine hand, But Thanks be to Almighty 
Gilthat hath werificd that antient Proverb of the Hebrews, 10 our late expe 
"ae, Cum duplicancur lateres, hinc venit Moſes : And as Iſrael was never 
tht into greatey Streig ht then a little before Pharaoh aud his Hoſt were 20 : 
 booned in the red Sea ſo hath it in a (ence been with our ſelves, There could 
"thur be a very ſad face of things in 1ſratl, when their prſt King had by bis ilt 
tage and bad Condutt of aff airs, _ er along Tempeſt of Warre ſhiptterackt 
2 buy- 
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himſelf, "bis Family, all bis K ingdome in that fatal Battle on : he mountain of 
Gilboa, But he whoſe ſole Prerogative it 33 to bring good out of evil, ordered thy 
diſaſterous Calamity to become an occaſion to. ſor?" in the greateſt proſperity 
that ever that Nation enjryed either be fore oy fince that time; For ar Cod wha 
ke had a purpoſe to exalt his prople to be the Head of the Nations amongſt who 
they lived, and xot the tayle, he infuſed a ſpirit of Counſel and Wiſdome into th 


minds of their Leaders, Inflri:(ting them to find ont the right and reaty wa f 


their future peace and tranquility, together with a ſpirit of Love and Obedince 
3n the People to attend therewnto, 1t 15 a goed Omen unto I(ratl when the Go 
verment of the Tribes falls into ſuch hands as have Underſtanding inthe ting 
to kno-v whar Iſrael ovghr ro doe; it will then be no hard matter to perſwate 
their Brethren to comply with their Commands, As every ſeaſon of a man 
life carryes its particular antyes along with it, ſo aotheviry age of the Well 
bring with it particular dutyes as the work, of that Generation, As it concern 
every judicious Chriſtian to know the one, ſo it doth every Head or Leader of th 
T ribes to be acquaixted with the other:as alſo prudently to obſerve the fit ſeaſon and 
prenliar manner of ating for the performing ſuch duties upon which narrow peint 
depends the ſucceſs of al humane affairs& unaert akings.,Brciuſe to every purpole 
there1s time and judgment, therefore is the niiſery of man great upon him, 
faith Selomon,i, e, Becauſe time and Chance hapneth co them all, the ſons of 
men thatknow not their rimes, are taken as Fiſhes in an evill net. /f axy thiy 
be found hinted in the following Diſcourſe, that hath any tendency that way, 
may become an help thereunto, as it it all I aimed at, ſo ſhall I reft abundanth 
fati'fied, if what is humbly offered in that kind. find favourable acceptance will 
Jour ſelves or others, As for the times in which, and the place where our Lit 
6s Caſt : although im many reſpetts we may (ay with the Pſaimift, The Lines 
are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and that we have a goodly Heritage, yt 
mut ve owne, that what with the imperfe ions of onr minds © Wills, & what 
with many othry temptations that ly before us in the _—— own Generation (0 
earring therewith, we have met with a ſufficient degree of -ffiFtion and trol, 
enough to ball ante our bearts, and keep ws from being exalted above meaſure : Ji 
weed not this be any Remora, or hindrance unts us, in the preſent duty and Serviit 
we are called unto, there being no reſin to be rendred why we ſhould not walk tft 
ther in Unity, Love and Peace in thoſe things wherennto we have attained, bicaſt 
3n (ome others, and poſſibly thoſe of leſs moment , ſome may be otherwiſe min'tl 
Concerning which minute and liſſer Differences, I ſhall not preſume here to of 
any thing, tendins tomak- the leaft alteration in any of your ju1gments, bein! 
{ally per[wated that in all the main and eſſential matters of Religion, both of Faith 
an1 Or ter, ar well at righteouſneſs, you are all of one mind & juagment,C til 
all both joyntly and ſeverally exert your moſt ſ{rennous endeavon' 8, for the pro* 
moting the honoxr and Glory of God, and the good of thiſe wearer Jour Bar] x , 
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wich endcowronrs 3f you ſhall perſiſt, it may be hoped that at bitherto God hath 
ml jour ſel vt, as Well as your-P redeceſſors, to become as a wall and defence to. 
hr yin ay dh ere planted, ſo there may br ſtill fond of you that ſhall help to build 
ewfte places, ani raiſe up the foundations of many Generations ;, and that you 
wtwithſfanding the preſent Combruſtions) ſhall be called the Repairers of the 
buck, and the reſt -yers of pathes to:awell in, 1t ir peſſible you may be importu- 
Wt mal-Be4 with the clamonrs of theſe or thoſe, to make this or that change in, 
ur courſe, to gratifie particular mens, humours, of which you need take no more 
micethen the shilfull Pilot at the hebne wſts to doe of the cryer of the uns kil(nll, 
fall Paſſengers rh it think that courſe will ruine the veſſel, which is 1h2 only 


wt preſerveit, T here iz an ola Fable, that when there hapned a great conten = 


im dout the weath:r, thoſe of the high Conntryes complained that they were al- 

of bernt up with arought for want of rain, and thoſe of the valleys ſaid they 
we alweſt drowned for want of Sun-Ppining dayes : f upiter ſent them word by 
Iirexty the weather ſhould be as 1t ha been. Poſſivly ſome unter your Gover- 

nit are 45 ready to complain of tov much reſtraint ,as ethers are of too much liber= 

1. 1 humbly conceive. you cannot ave better then to let things be as they have been 
tufore; ſc to countenance an { encourage thoſe toat fear Got und work rightionſ- 
'\, but ſharply to rebu+e and timely to repreſs whatever is contrary to ſound dc» 
bi, or apparently tend to hinder the prwer of Godlinsſs, and progreſs of true 
Lirinm, with all other profaneſs or wnrighteouſneſs , that under the ſhadow of 
ww Goverment we may lead quiet lives in all godlineſs and hnneſty, yet ' keeping in 
#/the wiſe caveate of our Saviour, that in gathering up the tares you root not 
the wheat alſo. It is one great part of the unhappine(s of this life, that neither 
mr good men ave all of one mina, but yet all due care had need be taken, that 
uf.rtncer be male wither more nor greater then th'y are, or carried on with ſuch 
dim'ſiry or bi:terneſs, as ſhould prejudice the intereft of Religion, or welf are of 
ti Commonwealth, Tea poſſibly the diff ences in our minds that occaſion moſt 
ifrbarce ariſe only from that which they call 1447. in 1h; avdcounc ſo as if 
tings were not ſtrained at both ends further then the equity of the Rule will al- 
bs, all minht vel! hold together, when the over ſtraining of things is oft times 
aiy to break all to pirces If God in whoſe hand our times are, and who (ets the 
tart of ow» habit ations, ſhall as he hath begun, gre on to perform big teh ole Work, 
vn ba people, and (end ſuch reſt nyto bis Churches here, that the Anſwer to be 
mund to the Meſſengers of the N ations ſhall be , The Lord hath founded our 

in, and chat the pnor of the people ſhall truſt init, How can it better be 

mroved,t kon by taking care that the C bur ches under your care in this Puriſdi@i> 
"ny be edifi:d, walking in the fear of God, that the Lord our God may be with 
Mas he ws with our Fathers, that he may n't lrave us nor forſahe us, nor our 
Mrrirg after us. Which to effett, [ humbly conceive, there is no w1y more pro- 


then by intereſt ing them as much and as ſoon as may be, in all the privileges 
As £54 
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that Chriftian Religion allows, & ar thry grow up, to mngage them throw, 
hy and ſericuſly in all the dutyes it requires , to take care that it be dent by the 
whom it more smmeniat-ly concerns, 1s cerrainly a anty in ſpecial incumbent n 
your ſelves, Tothis end 1 may commend to your Conſideration, the Political Fx 
thers of the Country, the ex.ample of Abraham, Whom we find both approved 6 
rewaratd of God for p vpurar his children and bis houſhold aftey him to te 


the way of the Lovd, and to doe Faftice and Judgment, that the Lord might brin 
wpon him that which he had [p cken of vim, If he were not munch miſtaken why 
| ſaid it was morally imp: [ſible to rivet Chriſtian Religion 5nto the boay 0f a nation 

without Infant Bop 1ſme, Ly proportion is will ar mece]arily follow that the uy: 
left oy diſuſe thereof, will as air efty tewl to root it out, How far the Commun 


given to Poſhnah by God himſelf ro circumciſe the Children of I[rael, i.e, to tals | 


order that Cireunciſion ſbould be nſed again among the people (by that meant 1 
rowl the reproach of Egypt from «ff the Cbildven of Iſrael) may be looked upn 
as oblix ing 10 your ſelves I ſhall uit now ſay, ye donbrleſs if what was writ 
or hapned to them was intended as watter of example and admenition to ws, up 
whaw the ewds of the World are come , ſome uſe may and ought to be mai i 
fach Declarations of Gods will. Whatever Indulgence may be judged mtv 
full yo be mſed to ſome that may be of different apprekenſrons, 1 bay 
adventured to ſay ſorting in th: following Diſcourſe, for clerring th 
drty of Rulers in matters - of Rel:7ion from miſt akes, and ſtating the bount, 
of - moderate T olevation(ſo far as the time alletted for ſuch an exerciſe would al 
low) not ſo much for direftion to yony ſelves, as for the information of oth 
who by their too much yigiane(s on the one hand, or laxneſs on the other, may bt nt 
#y to obftrutt the Churches peace, but not promote the purity of Goſpel Worſvn, 
placige contra ſentientem ferre 5s #0 ſmall picce of Chriſtian prudence, the wat 
of which [ fear hath done much hurt in this poor Country, as Well at in «thr 
reformed Churcher, Diſſenters in Religion being not much unlike the Seaition 
in the State, who by fair meanes may be gained, but by too much ſeverity art ap 
ro run into wncurable oppoſition and obſtinacy. It muſt be owned for your futwt 
Honour that much hath been done by you'ro carry on the work of God in thu Gin 
ration, yet may it be feared that his words will be found too true, (a man mil 
employed and approved by your ſelves, while he was converſant in this world) 
that unleſs many things vere done for the further ſerling of the matters of Religy 
on amongſt us before this Generation went off the $ tage, they that came aſit! 
Would have cauſe to ſay, that their Preaceeſſors kad left much of their work, 
dons. : 
T hus craving your acceptance of this my ſmall mite, which 1 am wilting t0 ca 
mto the Churches Treaſury, wndey the countenance of your Authority, 1 hu 
no further trouble you this way, IT have made no material! alteration in an) * 


preſſion 
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mſn; nor addition of any thing but what was intended to have been ſpoken, 
"me would the have given leave, 

The Lord fill you all with the Spirit of Wiſdome and Connell, and make ELL 
gthe men of bis right hana, whome he bath made ſtrong for himſclf, and or ant 
w ma be found te Davia, Who being choſen to be the Shepard of Gods 1ſracl 
Mrhe m according to the integrity of his heart, and gui ded them by the hilfnlneſs 
fb herd, which # the Prajer of, 


Your bumblc Seryant 


IW. H. 
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ou Faults have eſcaped in the Preſs which the Reader is deſired tocor- 
ce& by reading. In p.4./.28.head for D-cades, /,29. Decades for heads, 
p.5-1. 19.5elt for bear. p.7.4.30. ſeveral for general, p 9. /.6, read retidence 
P,17.1.23 . immerſed for emerſed, p. 18.7. 16. badg*s tor bodyes. p.19. /.9 & 
20.1.36, Apologue for Apologw. p 27./.25. leave vut, here, p.22, /, 23, our 
worit for or worſe./,21.vigor for rigor,/.23.precatur for peccat. p33.l.13 + 
ſacks for licaels. p. z7.1.26.hfth for firſt, p. 39.1. 14. for halt hare, p, 40. /. 13 
tardus for terricus, p.43.4.27.booty for body.p,45 /.18.rights for rites, /.32 
wars for way, The like errors in ſpelling or po:nting , may be helped by 
them that read, as where each is printed for ſuch, p, 36.7.36. 
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; Chron, 12. 32, Of the Children of IJ ach, which were men that £44 un 
lrſtanding of the times to know what Iſracl ought to do, the beais of them weve 
th1 kyndred, and all their Bretbrew Were at thiir Comman mnt, 


F ever thoſe words of Wiſdome, Prouerus, 8, 15. By ws Kings 
Reutn, and Princes atcree Fuſtice, were true of any of the 
Kings and Princes of the Earth, they were true of D-2:@, who mn 
bis publick, as well as private capc ty approved himſelf 4 Afas 

fir Gods awy beart; leaving an unimitable patern to che Kings of all ſucceed- 
10g ages, boch of piety in obeying God and of wiſdome and juſtice in rulirg 
ver men : 4S if the Book wherein Samxe/ wrote the manner of the King- 
dome, had been perfeR'y tranſcribed in his life and Government, It was 
tot undeſervedly therefore, that after ſo _—_ edition of the whole Hy- 
tory of the As, and Reign of David, in the two hrit Books of the Kings, 
ſuch a conſiderable addition ſhould be made to that part of the Hyſtory, 
which concerned his entrance upon his Kingdome, in ths twelfth Chapter 
of the frit book of the Chronicles, where we have the triumphant manner 
tdercof at large deſcribed, being attended therein with a great Hoſt as it is 
led, ver. 2.2, ihe rhe Hoſt of God: from which verſe, to the end of this 
Chapter, it is very remarkable kow the Pewman of this ſacred Chroxicle, 
Ile ſome D:'vine Herauld, is Mar ſhallirg the reſpeRive bands ef the ſaid 
"lt, under the particular Banners of their ſeveral Tribes, affignirg unco 
ach, ſome diſtin CharaRer, as a ſpecial badg of hononr according us they 
tet defer ved, either for the <kilfulneſs of therr Captains and Leaders, the 
umber and valour of their followers, & willingneſs or readineſs in both, 


" promore the deſign in hand, which was the turning the Kingdome of Saxt 
Wo David, 


B Among 


(a) 

Amongſ the reſt of the Tribes, as they are here ranked in this Chapter, 
ſpecial notice js taken of the Tribe of 1ſachar, of which Tribe alchoug\ng 
greac macter had b:en forecold in the Prophetical Benedition, either ot fas 
eb or Adoſes, yet is there here in the Text a very (ignal teſtimony given, both 
t9 chetr piecy and pradence, to their u iy and magrnanimity, any of which 
cannot þe conceived, but to tend more then & licile re che ſucceſs/ul car- 
r\ing 0n that great 2ff:ir which now they had in hand : fo as at that time, 
what Solomor; laich vi his verruons Woman, Prov. 31, 29, might very filly 
have beea ſit of the Tribe of 1ſſachar, many 44uzhters have dont virtno; ſly 
but thou excell:ſt them all, 

In the words of the Tex: there are four things very obvious to the view 
of the obſervant Reader, 

1, The Diſtriburion of che whole Tribe into its integral parts or conſt 
tuent Members, as to their political order, viz, the Heads and the Brethren, 
of which ewo united together conliitcd the bydy of the [ribe, as is hereim- 

lved, 
: 2. The qualification of each part, fi:ly diſpoſing them to a regular per- 
formance ot the ducy incumbent on either, for the good of tie whole, 
2. Wiſdomey'n choſe that were the Heads, deſcri>-4 both by its ſpecitication, 
underitanding of the tmes, 2. By 15 app! carton, to Know What frat 
ought to do. 2. Willingneſs in the Brethren, to attend the advice and 
c2anſel of their Leaders, chey were a: their Comm: - !axcnt, 

3. The regular and orderly proceeding of e:ch) pirt, the which is nc 
farily implyed in che words, that when the heads of the Trib: had coun 
felled and determined what was needful to be done, the Brethren were wea> 
dy to puc their reſolves in Execution, It was not in /ſſcchar, as An«hajr 
the Pbiloſopher, ſometimes complained of the cumulcuous proceed!.1gs in the 
popular Common-wealch at Cdrhenz, rhat wife and grave men dcliberated on 
things, bur fools and mad men reſolved thereof ; but at this time in 1{achur, 
the body of che people were ready to put in execution what thuſe who had 
anderſtancing in the times judg:d needful to be done, 

4. The entire unity of 'the Tribe amongſt themſelves, declaring the 
unanimous conſent of the whole, in thar it is ſaid, all thiir Brethren wert 
at their Commanament, {c, at the Commandment of the two hundred which 
were the Heads, which doth juſtly adyarce the gallantry of the Action ol 
the crib» of 7{4chay in this «ff ur, above that of ary of the reſt of the Tribes 
by the ſaine proportion, by which our Soviour pr-ferred the bounty of the 
poor Wid wy above 2!l che reſt of the Concribuers . for as ſhe pu! into the 
Treatury 4il which the had, fo doth this Tri>n ſ-r :!1 cheir whole Stock to 
tr.creaſt the Hoſt of David: which if th-v + e-» not fo many thouſands 4s 
ſome of che ocher [ribes might ſend, yet {ceing there were nune m_ 7 
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bird, it was for wart of number, but not of good-will, if th'y did 1%. <- 
qual or exiced the reit of the tr.bes, 

[hull only paraphraſe a lictle upon the words, to give the ſenſe and 
neanirg of them, before 1 commend any thing from thence to our preſent 
cnlidecation, 

Of the Children of 1[.zchar, theſe were the deſcendants of the fifth Son 
& Jacob by his Wite Leah, whoſe Lot as it ſeems to have fallen in one of the 
rche!t, and moit fruitful ſoiles of the whole Land of Canaan, t6 was it more 
licly, as was toretold in Facobs bleſſing to Ciſpofe the Inhabitants, by reaſon 
if the robuſlickneſs of their budy ( an ordinary eff-& of the tercility of 
i any ſoyle ) to couch down under a deuble burden of tribute then by any 
zur of their minds, to ſhake off the ſervile yoke, Ir may then not un- 
{a{nably here be d-mance\ how it ſhould come to pals, that this Tribe 
hyol4 anſwer this honourable charaRtcr given of them, whereby they may 
x:llbe thoug'1t to bave ar this time had the precelency of all the 1e!t of the 
[rbes, boch tor rheir civil p: uderce, and military D:(cipline, 2s well as cars 
CR:igion, The reaſon given by ſome Interpreters {cems not (ufficient to 
let xnot, vis, of thote who ſay, that being given to He: bandry, that 
611104 chem £9 by more Curious obſer vers of time's, 40d ſeaſons; bur no» 
*-24ppcars, why char may not as well be a'le2dg4 of molt of the other 
6,w1ve fruictall hills, & fertile, vales required alike prudent obſer vation 

+02, & teafons for their cal:uce: God in nvure 1ving appointed a time, 
£.ſe491 tor every work & pur pole that is to be done under the ſun; wher- 
vrewi my bz lawfuli co make con ares in things of this nature, it may 
1reprobibly be conceive |, that this [rib: by irs ,nug ural ſciruation bore 
wing upon the enemies countrey, or upon the account ot its fert.lliry, bes 
amore defirable, m git thereby become more obnoxious to the tnvations 
cher neigh b zur enemies, the Paihitines, and {o might either become the 
(ery ſear of warr,or a through-fare of milicary expeditions; and ſo by long 
exterience of che .Calam't es and ſervice of Warr, they might become as 
#1 exyerr in managing the af.irs of Warr, as ſerious in the purſuic of rhe 
neines tending ro promote 4 feiled, and laſting peace, It is commonly 
lul that experierce is the Miftrifs of fooles, yet withouc any diminution of 
{ite praiſe bz ic ſpoken, who attain wiſlom ar an ealier rater It is oft obſer» 
&dthat they are, or prove the w'ſe{t of all other men,who have been trained 
bin ver School : thoſe impeeftioons la't the longeſt, that have been made 
tythe deepelt inciſion, My ors iy of this Trib? that it was a land thir- 
yotbloul, 2 pl.ce where many tatal baccles, had, before this time as well 
Ser, "apned ts have b-»1 fought : as that of Gideon in the valley of 
reel; the Le fl wphtcr of Saul and the Iſraelites on the mountains of 
bub, the victory oyer Bcakadad and the Syrians neer Aphek, with ſome 

B2 others 
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orhers, all hapning within the confines,or neer the Borders of the tribe (| 
Wachar, Poſſibly many bloudy Skirmiſhes had alſo been fought dutirg 
the reign of the former King within their precircts, whereby the People (; 
this Tribe had been experimentally taught the miſeries and calamiries of war, 
that are uſually produced or prolonged for want of wiſdome, and skilfy 
conduR in them that have the cbicf command. They bring corjoyned in 
one common miſery, they might the more ealily be uniced in one common 
remedy, »:z, the advancement of a more meet perſon to the chief place of 
Rule and Government in the Nation, one approved by their own experience 
for bis $k:!fu! & ſucceſs\a! managing the aFurs of War as well as warrantel 
by che cail of God, and herefore more likely to promote the welfare and 
trarquiiity of their own, together, with thar of che relt of che Trides of 
Uracl, For before this time, David was known to have behaved hint 
wilely among the Servants of Sal, as one that knew how to go ory, and to 
$0 in before the People, 

The Heads of them : ] rhere was amonpſt the People of Iſrael as it were 
a threefold Common-weslth, as the learned Sgonius ſpeaks in his Treaiſe 
of the Commonwealth of the Hebrews, one was that of the whole People, 
of whom tir(t the ſudges, afterward the Kings were the chief Heads anl 
Rulers, The other was of every City, which had ics Head or chief Ruler, 
as we read in ſeveral places of the Scripture, as Judg. 9. 30. 1 King. 22.6, 
2 Chron.34.8. The third was that of every Tribe, which had ics Head or 
Shief Ruler, « Chron.27. 16. 2 Chron. 19.1 t, called the Prince or Head of 
the Tribe : under whom were the chicf Heads or Rulers of every Familyin 
that Tribe: For as every Tribe conſiſted of ſeveral Families, unto one df 
of which might ail the deſcendants of that Tribe be reduced, ſo was fone 
one perſon, either by the eminency of his G:fts, or dignity of his Birtl- 
right, uſually advanced to be the chief Ruler, or decades of that Fimily, ac 
eording to the diſtribution of the People inrn ſ5 ma''y Heads according to 
Jerhro's advice, Exod, 18.21, At this tinee ic ſoens here 1 re wo hunirel 
Heads of the chief Fami'ies of the Tribe of 15 co: 1 wioſk »1;domeand 
mregrity the reſt of the Tribe had ſuch co::(idyrc+, t'- +; chey were willing to 
refer the managing of all their civil Aﬀurs, 214 -, eat comcernments (0 
their prnJence and diſcretion, engaging chemi ves ro be ready co put 

ecution what ever ſhou!' by tai joynt come: © be determined and agre:! 
upor, So ſweet was the accord terween thoſe Heads, and their Brethren, 
that they ſeemel like one -n-ire body, animazed and direRed by one and tie 
{ame Spirit and Princoleof lis 2nd Wiſdome. 

Thar had nnderttanJing of thetimzs: ] Noting all that Wiſdome tha: 
belongs to Rul-rsNivine a4 Rumane- For by times we are £0 underi}a1d 
things done in thoſe times, by a metonimy of the adjurt, And for p 

wor 
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word underſtanding, it is exprefſ:d by two words in the Hebrew, yet not un- 
fily trar flared by one,accordirg to the uſe of cur Larguzgeahe ore ſeems tO 
rote the : of che mind, in way of fimple apprehenſion : the other the act 
of the judg-ment, in way of accurate conſideration dijudicaring of the time 
and ſeaſon with orker circumila: ces, diſcerning when all things are laid ro- 
gecher in the ballances what Co: h preponderate, & ſo moſt neediu] to be at- 
rended : his expreſſion, Eſther, 1.12, 1s interpreted by knowirg law and 
jadgement, and. ch are there called wiſe men ; according to which notion 
Solomon tells us char a wiſe 14915 heare d.ſcernech crime and judgement, Eee. 
$.5, both the thing which, and the cime when it is to be done, The Hebrew 
word here and elſewhere tran(lured underſtanding, means the fame with that 
which in Laine is called Prudentia, or ria ratio agibilium, ic. knowing the 
right reaſon of things that are to be done , it'comerch from & tath a near 
cogration with a word tha: ſignifies to build, A wiſe man that hath any de- 
igae to bring «bout, is [xe an ArchiteR, who firſt frameth in his minde an 
Idea of that which he purpoſerh to ee, whereby he may foreſee how one 
price muſt depend upon another, ard accordirgly provide ſuch materials, as 
vill bear ſuic cogeth er, for the carrying on his tabrick: for, as one faith 
well, they are not the wiſeſt men that know moſt, but they that know what 1s 
noſt uſeful and proper to brig about the deſigne they have in hand: nor 
ana man be though. rightly to underſtand a buſineſs char doth not ſee 
through the circumſtances, it is cloathed with :for many times the circum 
ſtances may much alrer a caſe, oft times ic cometh ro paſs, that thoſe things 
Which conſidered in themſelves, and of their own nature ſeem moſt directly 
tending to ſuch an end, yer falling in conjunction with other things, pro- 
cuce a contrary <ff.t, Thus are the moſt probable means oft diſappointed, 
being prevented by time and chance, which they wanted wiſdome to forcſee, 
for want of which fore*g"t great is the miſery that men bring upon them- 
yes and 0cbers : yet is not a ſuperfigial wiſdome ſufficient for this pur poſe: 
many may be d c*iy:| by a plauſible appearance of things, into which they 
have not a threugh i. fight and diſcerning. By a miſtake of this nature Ab- 
falom and all the heads of the people that were with him ruined themſelves 
ard one ano(h-r, and fo were overthrown, not having underſtanding of the 
tines in that ju: Rare of affiirs : The Couſel of Ac' it phel ſays Huſhat is 
not good at this time, which in all thoſe dayes was as the O. acle of Goo, and 
was (0 in that exigent, if it had been diſcerned by the heaCs of the people 
then preſent as to the deſign they bad in Fand : no doub: but at that time 
Davids Prayer ( to which the Almighty ſis * mer ) was to take place for ite 
turning the Counſel of Achitophei inco fo ifhn is : bur zccorer'rg io Man, 
th» ruine of Abſalome and his pacty precte/ed from their not uncerſti.nding; 
of the times which made them negleR che good counſel of Achitc phei, a5 it 
s called, 2 Sam, 47, 14. LU 3 16: 
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To know what Iſrael ught to do, | By Iſrael we are moſt commonly 
underſtand not the perſon, bur the politericy of J-cob, who were more re 
quently [tiled after that honourable appellation impoſed on him after his 
wrelthng with, and prevailing over the Ang-l, then by chat name he received 
from the ceſual even” which hapned at his birch, whence he was called Jacob, 
But in this place by Iſrac] we are by ano:cher Trope ( as often elſewhere) tg 
underitand, the holy people in covenant with God, ſeparated and diltinguiſh- 
ed thereby, from therelt of the people of the world, which is emphacccally 
et be nored here, for as Wiſdome 1s properly the knowledge of the right 
way to the belt end, fo is the end thar Iſrael ought to aime ar, far differing 
from that which the relt of the World deſigne ro themſelves, conſequently 
the means or wiſdome that muſt be improved for that end mutt be tar dit- 
fering alſo, as neither fowirg from the ſame fountain, nor reſting on the 
ſame Principles or Foundation, but altogether Eccentrick thereunto, To 
pive an inſtarce ſuitable eo the occation before us, the er d of civil policy or 
Goverment in the Rulers of this World, is, that Men may hve peaceably 
and quietly one wh 3cother , therefore looking unto no higher end, no 
wonder if etiey pitch upon no other means, then thoſe that ſeem molt pro- 
b ible ro bring abour thar ead, viz, attendarce unto thoſe Rules of Righte- 
ouſneſs and wayes of honeſty, that are known by the l:ght of nature, called 
jt Tentium Or jrts naturale, Bur the end that Iſrael ought ro aime ar, is. t'at 
m:n may lead a quiz life inall godlineſs and honeſty, as Poul ſp:aks, 1 Tim, 
2.2. which one Text were enough to confure all thoſe that would debar civil 
Rulers from intermedling in matters of Religion ; but how far chey miy 
and ought to interpoſe their authority in things of that nacur e, there may be 
occaſion to ſpeak more afterward, by Gods alliitance, 

Otherwiſe it wou!d fo'l»w, that the Magiſtrate is or.ly to take care, that 
men may live quietly and peaceably one with another, whither they live ho- 
neſtly or no : but by the Apoſtles Rule, if the Magiſtrate is to take care that 
they may live honeſtly, as well as quietly an peacrab'y, he muſt in 1.ke mans 
ner ſee chat they hve godlily as well as honeſtly : which neceſſarily implies, 
that he ought to cake care for godlineſs, in ths obſer vation ot the fic lt 1able, 
as well as for honeſty in the obſer vation of the ſecond, 

Further alſo, where the end that Iſrael aims at muy be coincident with that 
which is aimed at by the reſt of the world, yer mav ror If: acl take that li 
berty ro compaſs that end, which others of the World may, art leaſt uſe to 
60, for Ira] muſt not do evil that good may come thereof : For as the A- 
poſtle James ſaich,the wiſdom 1hat deſeendeth not from above it ravthly, fer (nal & 
aevil: fs, (uch as mens ends are, ſuc1 will the means be which they make uſe 


of to bring ..b »uc thoſe ends : yer oft times worldly men will wake uſe of 


very evil means to bring about a good end, The Rule Iſrael ooght to -_ 
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byis to ſuffer racher then to ſin : ſo our Saviour Chriſt tells his Diſciples 
wha: is that cuſtome of the Geatiles, but will not all/ow them ſo to do, Ar 
04 ,26. | . 

. y the pirticular caſe before IT char , and the reſt of the Tribes of 
-ael at cls cime, ic was not difficult co Know what they ought to do, if 
dey did bu: confider che call of God in anvinting David to be King, 45 well 
43ihe, qualityirg im with Royal gifts for thac purpoſe, which conlidera- 
10:5 alone could not be counter bul/arced by all the allegations on the bebalt 
of the houſe of Saul, w':ch was now rejeted of God, which Abner knew 
whecrue, as he conf T_d atterward, although he ſer himſelf ro uphold the 
concrary FuCtion, "x 

Their Brethten were at their Commandment, ] in the Hebrew, it 15, 
they were at their mouch, The mouth being the Organ deſigned tor the 
furming of words, where by to expreſs the conceptions of the minde, it is- 
at pur to fgnihe Words, or Commandments that are uttered thereby, as ic 
here t1ar ſlated in the Text, Hereby is noted the unanimity and ſweet a- 
rreement between the Heads and the People of this Tribe, as if one Spirit 
kirun through che whole body thereof, An happy preſage of good ſuc-- 
«inthe buſineſs they had now in hand, if the reit of the Tribes were in 
«manner affeRed, as is very probable they were in a great meaſure, This 
91 of unity and ebedrer.ce, 5c.ng moit exemplarily found in this Tribs of 
\f char : the ſtrength alſo of their courage and reſolution is neceſſarily 
inpied dere; av if rhey were ready to adventure their lives in whatever 
[eryce they might be pur vpon, like the Souldiers of-the Centurion in the- 
Goſpel, who were always ready to come, or to go, or to do whatſoever 
ber Commander ſhouid pur them upon, If any ſhould ask, whither the 
r:0vledge of what Iſrae! enghe to do, is intended of the Heads of the Tribe 
ny, or of the Brethren alſ.» 2 I anſwer, of both, according to due pro- 
Portion + that which che Heads of the Tribe adviſed unto, was apprehended 
tytheir Brethren as moſt behoofvl for their ſeveral good,accordir gly they: 
re with meer courage and reſuJution of minde ready to put the ſame in 
tecution, Guidance belongs te their Leaders, Obedience to their followers, 
na wiſlone it is t9 obey rather then diſpuce the Commands of their $Su- 
Ours, 

The wor 4s preſent us with as perfeR a pattern, and as compleat a model 
Navel empered prircipallity, or common-wealth, as any where we meer 
#417 all the (:cred Hyltory, and that in theſe four reſpects, 

i A: t1eby br arty of their Order, 

2. Astothe '"iſ10m of their Condntt, 

J. As tat'c Unity of their Cornnlels, 

4 4itorue Strength of their Conrage aud Reſolution, All which I ſhall 

endeavour 
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endeavour ro make out, before 1 commend any thing to your thoughts by 
way of Application, Theſe are as four Elements to the policical World} 
where theſe do all meet, they wil! make any part of the earch a Paradiſe, 
like thoſe four Rivers that watered Eden: It mu't needs be a flour iſhing 
{tate, where may be ſeen due order in the contticution of a Goverinent, and 
adiminiltration thereof, True Wiſtom ia the Rulers, Entire Unity inthe pev- 
ple, joyned with m2ec Cou -age for the execu:ion of the prudent commands 
of their Leaders : of ſuch a plice it may be ſail, that it is beautifull a Tir- 
&4h, cowely as Jeruſalem, terrible &.C, Cant. 6,4. 

[nche firit place I call it rhe Beanty of their Order; and (o it is, whether we 
reſp: cheir Conſtitution, or their Adminiſtration, Ubi Ordo dominatyr, 
Fiich Nazianzen, prulchrirads ſplenatſut; that is, where Order previlly, 
Beauty ſhines foxth, It was Order that gave Bcaury to this goodly fabrick 
of the world, which before was but a contuſ:d Chaos, wichout form and 
void, Therefore Job, when he would ſer ou: the tecriblencſs of the grave, 
and the diſmal ſiare of deach, he calls it, the Land of darknefs, and the 
ſhadow of death wichour any Ocde”, Fob,16,22, For Order 1s as the ſoul 
of the U 1ive: ſ-,the life and health of chings natural, the bezuty ard frengh 
of chings Artificial, When the propier 1fai-h, would deſcribe a 
plzce delipned to deſtrution, 1/z, 34.11. heſiyes, rhe line of confufron, ant 
the tones of emprineſs ſhall be ſtretched over it, Tie better ro underſtand thi 
we may confider, what Order is? The Schools t<!! us. it 1s, Parinum, in 
paria ng, (ua cuiq, tribuen: | 64, apta diſp»sſitio, Suc't a diſpoſition of things 
in ch-mſelves equall and unequal, as giv:s to every one cheir due and pro- 
per place, Irſui:ed the wiſdom of the ini:ice and omaipatent Creator, 't0 
make the world of differing parts,which neccfurily {uppoſes that there mul 
be differing places, for thoſe differing things co be diſpoſed into, which i 
Ordhr, Thelikeis neceſſary to be obſerved in the rational and political 
World, where pe: ſons of d iffcring endowme! t3 and qualifications need 
differing ſtation to be ditpoſed into, the keeping of which, is borh the b:2uty 
and ſtrengeh of ſuch a Society, Naturalilts rel! us that beauty in the body 
arifes from an exa@t ſyinmetry or proportion of contrary humours, equi 
ly mixed one with an other : ſo doth an orderly and arrificial diſtribucion 
ot diverſe materials, make a comely Buildicp, while homogeneous hodyes 
(as the depehs of waters in the Sez, and heaps of ſand on che Shore) r41 
into confuſed heaps,as bodyes uncapable to main:ain an order in theinlc V-\ 
$0 thzr it appears, whoever is for a parity in any Society, will in the {ſe 
reduce things into an heap of conſulivn, That God who afſumes to him 
ſelf the the ticte of being the God of Glory, is rhe God of peace, of Or0r, 
and nor of Conſulion, 1. Cor. 14. 13. compar'd with vez, 90 Heb n 
his Palace of the world, as well 25 in bis temple of bis Church: —_ 
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guy de” obſerved a ſweet ſubordination of perſons and things, each unto 
vher, As for his Temple of the Chu-ch, whither we conhider tte Sant uns 
fuforys, the Holy of Holyes, or the middle part, or the outward Court : 
(difin&ion of order may be obſ-rved in all, Look we into the third hea- 
res the high and holy place, as a royal Pavilion pitched by the Almighty 
br the reciderce of his Glory, al:hough it be furciſhed with Inhabirants 
{able ro the nature of that celeſtial thr one, yer are they nor all of ore rank 
1nd order; there are Cherubims as well as Seraghims, Arch- Ang:ls as well 
x Angels, Thrones and Dominions, as well as Principaliryes ard Powers, 
Thereare alſo, aSin a middle rank, the Spirits of juſt men made perf: 
though no unclean thing may enter in, yet have they not attained clieir per- 
{on in Glory, but do yer expe an addition of Glory : but in the our- 
v.rd Cort, as thereare diverſityes of gifts, ſorhere are of places, and or- 
ler ; ſome char are to rule and go before,others that are to be ſubjeR, and 
follow, Obey thew that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, 
4.13.17, 1f we ſhall bat deſcend and take notice of the firmament, the 
qzy:men of that glorious manſion place,a'ehough it be the roof of this lower 
mid, miy we not there ſee, one ſtar differing from another in glory ? 
Ie is placed che Sun,the lord and ruler of the day, as well as the Moon, 
bz rules the night, cogether wich che ſtars, as the common- people of that 
12r region, who yer doe immediately veyle their glory , and withdraw 
hr light, when their bridegr 0om cometh forth of tis chamber, In the 
{'mam-ne of the air, may we not feethe lofty eagle ia his flight far ſur- 
muing the lictle choriſters of the valleys? The like diſproportion who 
Hlerves not amongſt thoſe creatures that take theie paſtime in the 
&-p waters, or that range upon the high mountains, hunting for cheir 
prey? And hath not the fame Almighty Creator and difpoſer of all things 
made ſome of che ſons of men as far diff:civg in height of body one from 
the other, as Saul from the reſt of the people, than whom he was higher 
romthe ſhoulders upward, or as much as the ſons of Anak did excel Zache- 
usin procerity of ftature, And are not ſome advanced as high above 0- 
ters in Cignicy and power,as much as the cedars of Lebanon the low ſhrubs 
df the valley? lr is no: then the reſult of ume or chance, that ſome are 
mounted on korſe-back, while others are left co travell on foor, That ſome 
lnewth the Centucion, power to command, while ochers are required to 
0-y, The poor and the rich meet toget ber, the Lord us the waker of them both, 
The Almighty hath appointed her that (ics behind the mill, as well as him that 
ruth on the throne. And herein hath he as well conſulted the good of 
umane nature, a9 the plory of bis own wiſdome and po. ver : Thoſe of the 
per-00r rank, bur making a ſupply of what is wanting in the other : other 
We night not the fooliſh aud the "— be like ro loyie themſelyes in the 
Wilders 
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Wilderneſs, if others were-not as eyes tothem, The fearful and the we 
migit be diſtroyed, if 0:hers more {trong and valiant, did not proteR and 
detend them. The poor and the needy might ſtarve with hunger ard cold, 
were they not le with the morſe!!ls, and warmed wi.h che fl:ece of the 
wealthy, 1s it no; ſound by experience, that the greateſt part of mankind, 
are bur aS tools and Inſtruments for others to work by, rather then any 
prover Agents to eff & any thing of themſelves : In peace how woul{ mz/} 
p::ople detiroy eh onſclves by flothſulneſs and fecuricy ? In war they 
wonfd te deſtroyed by others, were ic not for the wiſcome and courage of 
the valliznt, If the virtge and the valour of tbe g50d did not interpoſe by their 
authoriry, to prevent and fave, the vice of the bad would bring miſchief e 
nongh upon places to ruine both, elſe why is ic ſo frequently intimared in 
the latter end of tlie book of Juiges, that in thoſe diyes, when there was 
no kingin Iſrael, but every man was left to do what ſeem: d right in his 0#n 
eyes, that theſe and thoſe eno: mityes brake forth, that violated all Lave, 
and offered violeace even unto nature it ſelf? fdg. 17. 6. &. 18.1. &. 1g 
7% 21.25. Thus if Ordec were taken away, ſoon would confuſion follow, 
and every evill work, James.3.16, Nothing therefore can be imagined 
more remoteeither from rig reaſon,or true religi»n, then to rhink ch t be- 
cauſe we were all once equal at our birth, and ſhall be again az our dea'h, 
therefore we ſhould be ſoin the whole courſe of our lives. In fie, a body 
would not be more mnftrons and deformed withour an Head, nor a hp 
more dangerous at Sea without a Pilot, nor a flock of ſheep more ready t0 
be devoured wichouc a Shepheard, rhen would humane Sociery be withou 
1n Head, and Leader in time of davger, which in a difficulr caſe the Gila 
Gires are forced to acknowledge, when they flze for refuge to Jep hah, that 
mighty man of valour, to be their Cap:ain and Head, to ſave them from the 
band of the chil/renof Ammon, whom a little before they had calt off, as 
an eye-fure and ſuperfluous branch of their family, not worthy to en} 
2ny part of inheritance amongſt his brethren, ns 

Thelike mult be acknowledged concerning the 0-der of Adminiſtration, 8 
hath been already faid concerning the order of conſtitution, whither in the 
church or fare, The order ofSolomons houſhould,was an atoniſhing (:ght to 
the Queen of Sheba, as well as the Wiſdome of his orher contrivements. 1: 
King. 19.5, The Apoltle Paul rejoyceth to behold the order ofthe Chur< 
of the Coloflizns, as well as their Faith, The ſame Apoſtle gives a ſpecial 
direction to the Church of Corinth, that all things be done decently and 
in order, 7: 74&4 alluding to the adminiſtration of Rule in an Army 
marſhalled in its ſeveral ranks, under the wiſe conduR of skilfull Leaders, 
then which nothing can be more comely or comfortable to themſelves, & 


terrible to their enemies, On this account it ſeems to be; that fuci _ 
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Animadverfions have been made upon all occaſions onthe violaters of Or- 
ler, ark them that walk diſordtrly, (aich Paul, 2.T beſſ «3.6.11, avd have wo 
fillw/Gip with them, And in anocher place, he wiſhes they were cut off thac 
roubled chem, no doube by their diſorderly aRing, This is the firſt Corm- 
mand with promiſe, ſc, the obſervacion of the Order eltab/iſhed by divine 
ointment, berwixe Superiours and lnferiours, No wonder therefore 
that when the prople of Iſrael were ready, inſtead of puniſhing the diforder 
(rebellion of Corah, and his company, to countenance the bulineſs, God 
himſelf eps in to quiet the Tumult, and by Moſes his mouth tells the preſen? 
offcoders, and in them all others of the like ſtamp, that a* tiey would make 
1n innovation in the camp, ſo he himſe f would make @ new thing 1a che 
earth, chat it ſhould open its mouth, and at once, withuur any further tryal 


' ordelay, ſwall»w down and devour thoſe preſumpruous offenders, that had 


mempted to violate the order God himſelf had fo newly eltab.iſhed in the 
Camo, Behold ye Ciſpiſers of order and Goverment, and wonder, that 
God whoſe glory it is co be {tiled, long-ſuffering, Patient and flow co wra:h, 
kſoquick in puniſhing this fn, as to prevent any future hope of niercy 
dyRepentance, ro choſe ſo notorious breakers of Ocder, What were this 
bt:o Chaos the world agin, and to,make [nfabilis 1evr4, innaty is wnda # 
bal w | therefore have after ages to read the greatneſs of chis (in, ja the 
radfulneſs of the puniſhment therof, The earch is not willing to bear offen- 
fery of this nature, as we may ſee by the initance of che old world, whoſe 
nhabitants when they fill che earch wich violence, they are cuy down ony 
ofime, and carried cf the earch with a ood. Abſalom that rebellious 
wetch, the ea-this nor wil'i 19 to bear ſuch a burthen ; yea hell ic ſelf is as 
were Ciſqu e-ed by them from beneath, For that Kingdome of darkneſs 
5 not withoue its order, without which it could not {ubſ(ilt, as our Savionr 
rgves,if Saran were divided ag4in{t himſe!f bis kingdome could not {tand- 
Andehis is the firſt thing worthy our 6bſer vation, in vhis excellent Platform 
offolity, The ſecond tollowerh which is, 

v The triſdonce of their Conduft, Their Heads had ſuch underſtanding 

the Umes, 4s to know what If rae! Ong be to de, a 

Ina curious pic ce of ArchiteRvre, that which firſt offers it ſelf to the view 
if the beholder, is rhe beauty of the firuQure, che proportion that ang 
Me dearg to another, wherein the $kill of the ArchiteR m9!t ſhews it (elf, 
But thar which is moſt Admirable in ſenſitive and rational beings, is that ig- 
ward principl#, (cated in ſome one part, able ro guid the wiois, and influ» 
ce all the rel} of the parrs, wich an apt and repular invtion, for ther thy 
Wl good and { fery, The wiſdore of the Creatour was mie Fen in the 
vethof te breathed into che Noſtrils of Adam, wieret y he heeame a 
Mg foul, then ia che fearure and beauty of the goodly frame of his bod F; 
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formed out of the duft, as the Poer (peaks, Os homint ſublime dedit-<u---< The 
Archicect of that curions piece hath placed che Head in the fore-front, and 
higheſt {picar, where are lodged all che ſenſes, aS in a Watch-Tower, read 

to be .mproved upon all occafions, for the tafery and preſervation of the 
who's, There are placed thoſe that look out art the windows, to foreſee 
evil and Canger approaching, accordingly to alarm all the other inferior 
powers, to cuke the fgnal and ſtand upon their guard for defence of che 
whole, There aiſo is the ſcat of rhe Daughters of muſick, ready to pive 
audicrce to all reports and meſſiges that come from abroad : it any thing 
ſh: ld occurre or happen nearer home, or further off, imparting eirher f ur 
0: evil, or hope of good , Their work is immediately co diſp.tch mſupes 
through the whole province of nature, to ſummon all che other Members 
tozether, to come in and yield their aſſiſtance to prevent the m ſchiet feired, 
or prepire for the reception of the good promiled, or pretended, as the nx 
ture of the caſe may require, Thus are all orders wont to be ciſpitched 
and iſſued from the Cinque-ports of the ſenſes in, and about the head, for 
the benefic and advantage of the whole bady. Very fitly cherefore ia the 
 bedy policick arethe rulers by way of ailuſion called Heads + And in caſe of 
anabilicy ro diſcharge thoſe funRions, [-:ch ſocie:tes may no: undeſcr ved'y be 
compared to the Palmiſts Idols, that have eyes but ſee not, an4 have ears 
but hear nor, Suppoſe the hands be never ſo ftirong for ation, or the fert 
never ſo ſwifc for motion, yer if there be not diſcr etion in the head to df 
cerne, or judgement to deter mine what 18 mee: to be done for the obviacing 
of evil and danger, or precurirg of good, it will be impoſlible co ſave ſuch 
a body from ruine and de{trut:;on, 1t the Maſt be never ſo well (ireng- 
thened, and the Tackline rezer ſo well bound together, yet if there wants 
$kilful Pilor to Steer and Guide, efpecially in a rough and rempe(iu-us Se, 
che lame will ſoon take the prey, as it hapned a little beforeth's time, in the 
Reign of Saul, when the Pailiitines bad fo often harreff-d that Country, 
and placed their Garifons in the very hearc of the Land, and noc long after, 
when in the days of Rehoboam, wbo had ſhields enough, ſome ot Gold, 
with other weapons of War, many theuſand it alls of Horſes, with Horſe 
men proportionable ts manage them, yer for want of wiſdome and under- 
ftarding in the head of that rich and populous Kingdome, how ſoon is it be 
60mea prey to the firſt aſſaylant, as afterwards alſo in the dayes of oa; 
when there w2s but a ſmall company of the Syrians that came againlt lim,a 
great Ho!t was del[vered into their hand, and all chrough that il condutt dl 
whe Head of that Kingdome, 

But by the way, here we are to mark, according to the ſence of the words 
already given , under the wiſdome of conduRt, or underſtanding of the 
vines, co know what If; acl ougit co do, is neceſſarily ar 5 
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Ware God, as well as prudence amongſt men, aceording to the received 
ruleof Scripture Language and Phraſe, where as D vines uſe to ſay, verbe 
ſuſyt denetant affeAwm cordis : therefore underſtanding to know Ifraels du- 
q,requires a great deal of divine $kill and ſpiricual wiſdome attained by 
farhin Gods promiſes, diligent reading of the precepts of his Law, fervent 
md frequenc prayer for divine aflitance, by winch m:ans David became wi- 
{ then his Teachers, yea, was accounted wiſe as the Angel of Gad to dif- 
ene good and bad, and co know all :hi-gs that wer i1 the earth, It was 
 haipeca Law required of (31d rhat the King in [fr ae] ſhould have a copy 
x the divine Law, wricten out ( by his own hand, ſ:y fome of the Rebbines) 


ind kepr by tym, that he might read e3:re11 A the dayes of his hife, Dwr. 17 
19.20, that from thence he mig" receive diretion how to governs 
K1gJome, ſo that according co the excelient patern b:fore us in the Tex, ir 
$requiire chat che Heads and lead- rs of 1ſra:!, ſh1uld be verſed in Divine, 
yell as in humene Law. Therefore we find, rat when Sol»mon, atter he 
wadyanced to be the chief Head and Leader of Iſrael, when he had his 
(ion granted him of God, could not ask any ching ſo well-plealing co 
G4, and ſo needful ro himſelt, as wi dome, or an underitanding heart to 
jigeche Iſrael of God, and to diſcerne becween good and bad, As herein 
David his Father betore him approved himlelf, as a meet Shepheard 
oer the lock of God, in {ceding of them acco-ding to the integrity of his 
tart, and guiding chem by the $kilfulneſs of his hands, Pſal.78. att. Thats 
tepuided chem by his counſel, and preſerved chem by his power, in which 
two branches is contained che ſum of a Rulers'effice, And though in aany 
aſs the rule is very p'ain and ea'ie, and he that runs, as is ſaid, may read 
What [frac] ought to Jo; yer things m1y be oft times ſo circumſtanced in 
llrael, that it is no ealie maiter tro know what Iſrael ought to do: many 
llmes che righe way liech in a very narrow ; the Channel may run beween 
wo dangerous precipices 0n eicher ide, (9 that a man who hach nor great 
nlerſtanding, Incidis in [yllam volens vitare charybin, A Ruler may oft 
limes run into one or m'"re evils, and it may be preat on:s to9, that ntend- 
elonly to avoid ſome |.M[-r one, yea ſometimes be that reſolves co k-ep the 
middle of the Channel, yer for want of inſight and experience, noe making 
Wowance for emergent caſes & difficulties, not eaſie to be forcſeen, may by 
lteſeting of the Currect be ſhipwracked on the oppoſite Shoar : ( Si tem» 
wa, & rerum flatur ita circumvolvantur, ut adminiſtr avdi ratio, cum illis 
imſentiens, fit bona, \eliciter omwia contingent; at fi tempera et res ipſe mutentar, 
pron, qui in arends rationews non mutat. As laid that great Jtalian Polititian } 
A fitter Inſtance of which dangerous errour cannot be given, then that of 
; Who yet was one of the beſt Rulers that ever headed the Kingdome 


if Judah, for he, to prevent a leſſer inconvenience of having his own King- 
C 3 dome 
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dome ( that lay between the two great Kings of Aſſyria ani Egyp 

the ſeat and held of War, denies teri __ Egyptian to pal. 000) 
Kingdome, and ſo oppoſing him in an hoſtile way, 1s overcome and flan, and 
his K:agdome ſpoiled by him : it proving the moſt facal Bartel that ever wa 
fought y any of the Kings of Judah, and which m.de way to the final overs 


throw of the KingJome, and following Captivicy of che People, $0 great 
miſcbiefs ofe times do a:tend che want of underitanding to know what If 
rae! ought to.do, . Rehoboam alſo and his p:ople did both ſtrangely ruing 
themſelves by a contrary extream in this kind, in not underſtanding of the 
times to know what they ought to Jo, ro avoid the danger which ether of 
them feared, The Kicg was afraid of being maced by tus SubjcR;,purs on 
garb of greater Majeſty chen was uſual in his countenance and words, a 
enat time, when a condeſcending carriage, with more m'liJn:fs and pentle 
neſs had been more neceſ[iry, and in all probabilicy, had ſived both His Ho. 
nour and his Kingdome : on che otherlide, the people act<d by the ſamefacul 
and precipicant counſels of raſh and unadviſed perſons, to ayoid the heavy 
yoke of che houſe of Divid, as they conceived, advanced one of the Servant 
of their former Kings, whoſe little tnger proved inde-d ( as the other 
proudly ſpeaks ) heavier then the loyns of the two former Kings; for the 
Kingdome was not able to ſtand long under the weight thereo!, but was ſac 
cru{hcd and ruined bythe tyrany of che ſucceeding Kings of the ten Trib, 
Te conliceracion of ſuch dangerous conſequences, might obvirre the heady 
and cumulcuous humors of many, who upon the lealt diſcontent ag4in't ther 
Rulers, for wane of ſucceſs, or thelike, think of nothing leſs then of rems- 
ying them our of che World, or out of the Government at lea?, and ſub 
ſtirucinz ochers in their room, which if chey ſhould accompliſh, poſſjaly 
might ntangle chem in the like, or a worſe miſchief then char which 
expeRtel co be delivered from, as many have fou.id by ſad experience, 
doth che remedy prove worſe then the diſeaſe, J[vfelicitey egrotat 0% pl 
wali vent a medico, qiiam amorbo, AS good to have no King in Iſrael as t0 
anoint aRramble over the relt of the Trees, In the preſent exigent before 
us in theText; the caſe appeared difficule a good while, There was Abner 
the Captain of the Hoſt of Iſrael, wich the Son and Heir of the former Kirg, 
eopaged on the one lide; David and a few of his Seryants and followers on 
the other ; yet to thoſe that bad underſtanding of thoſe times, it doth at thy 
laſt manifeſtly appear what Iſrael ought ro do, Saul had outed himſelf of 
the Kingdome, by asking counſel of che Nevil how to continue it in his famb 
iy, who were therefore jultly rejeRtedof God , David was by a ſpecial mae 
date from God choſen tv bo K.ag 1n his ſtead, which Abner and the Capralns 
of the Hoſt can readily acknowledge , when prejudice and felf-interelt 1 


taid afide and Confrience bug permited to ſpeak, The Kingdome beregs 
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znto David, not only in regard of ability and ficneſs, but alſo in point of 
right and cicle, as being the perſon deſigned of God for them to chooſe , yer 
«ir ſomething long betore the people are willing to underltand ic, Though 
gildlome be alwayes too high for a fool, as Solomon ſpeaks, yet in the .dark- 
dttimes that ever befel che [ſrael'of God, they that will do che will of God 
ni by inquiry, ſtudy and prayer come to know what itis. However it doth 
kereby appear of how gren concernment it is, for the Heads in Iſrael to 
to what Iſrael ought to do, lea!t orherwiſe they be drawn to do, that 
elich in Iſrael ought not to be done, G.deon was a wiſe man, that judged 
ſrael with great approbation of God and man, yet out of a ſuper{titious 
ncei”, will needs make an Ephod, which thing ovght no: to have been done 
inlſrael, what followed ? All [irael wenr a whorirg after it, and ſoit became 
ifureto himſelf in bis family, ard co 1(r 2el alſo, 

The body of a people are not much u;hik* the body of waters, which are 
12 apt to move of themſelves, if ler alone in their own rec-pracle, but as 
they receive an impreſſion trom a forreign Element, or a power that is a- 
boitthem : and chings that are ſoft and Rewbl: are ſuſceptible o' divers, yea 
onrary impreflions. Duvid by an infinuating and melting ſpeech bowed 
tieteares of all che men of Iſrael as one man, They that have ſuch intereſt 
«en, had need know what they ought to do, ſeeing they may mike them 
{almoſt what pleaſerh themſelves that are their Rulers: for Abſolom 
aibowed chem as well as David,though it were the wrong way, All mens 
barts are not in their own keeping , wiſe men can eaſily find keys that will 
open the Cabinet and cake away che Treaſure , for tis ſaid, Abſalom {tole a- 
"iy the hearts of the men of Iſrael, Thus in things of the greateſt mO&- 
ent, it is eaſie for Princes, and Leaders, and Heads of the Tribes to drew 
tem chat are their bones and their fAl:zſh,as David ſpeaks to be of their mind 
ndto engage in their quarrel, be ic right or wrong, Many Inſtances of 
the ike kid may be given out of p:opnane as well as Sicred Ryſtory,for 
ieſea of examples of this nature is withous botrome, whereby it will 5x 
ſound moſt evidenr, that thoſe who are the Heads and Leaders of ary people 
my eaſily eng1ge chem in their own quarrels to their ruine and deſtruction, 
8 often as otherwiſe, 
Thus did Jeroboam, Ahab, Jehn and ochers perſwade the people of Iſrael, 

7; their own example, to embrace the abominable idolatry of the Calves 
which brought inevicable and facal ruine upon the whole King/ome of the 
ten Trides, as well as upon their owne families, Cato was . wont to ſax Cf 
the people of Rome, (and it is as erue of any other ſort of people) that they 
were like ſheep, in chat it was eaſier to drive or lead a whole flvck- or mulct- 
tude of them, then any one ſingle creature amongſt. them, By all which 


Conſiderations it is marifett that things ate no where lixe, fo” ſucces fully-r6 


(16) 
be carryed on as where they who are coneerned in the leading of Churg 
or ſtate, have ſuch underſtanding of che times, as to know what Iſrael ougy 
ro doe. 

3. The third thing conſiderable in this unparalleld pattern of eivill pal; 
ty is che wwity of their Counſels, That which in this, junRure of affiirs bs 

fore us in the cex:, was apprehended as moſt meer for Iſrael to doe, is 
the joynt advice and counſel of the heads of this tribe pr opounded, and by 
the whole body of the people conſented unto, and approved, ſuch a rary 
pattern of unity is ſeldome found in our times, Let a body politick be ne- 
ver ſo well proportioned, as to its conſtitucion, and form of goverment, & 
never ſo well furniſhed wich wiſe and able men for its conduR and gui'x ce, 
yet if the ſeveral members be not well cuned rogether, by a ſpirit of loveand 
nnity, there will never be any good harmony in their Alminiſtrations, 
Where the whole mul:icude is not of one heart,and of one mind, as was (a4 
of themin the As. Chap 4.32. there will appear little bezuty or ſtrength, 
and no ſucceſs in any of their motions, 1n the beau.ifull Syſtem: of the 
world, which yet is compounded of ſundry Elements, and c hoſe of d.ſering 
qualiryes one from the other, yet is there ſuch a'neceſſary and mutual cor- 
ne&t'on berween the parts, that they are all ſo firmly knit one co another, 
thar ir is altogether impoſſible co make any breach in their union : rather 
will thoſe ſeveral bodies forget the propertyes of their own nature, ther 
there ſhall be any Chaſwa or Facuwmamongit them, which would tendto a 
diſſolution of the whole: Thus in the body p»licick, where it is animael 
wich oae entire ſpiric ot Dye and unity,and ſetled u>01 laſting and (ure four» 
da:tons of quietneſs and peace, all che ſeveral mecubers, mult and will con- 
ſpire rogerher to deny, or forbear the exercile of their own proper incl 
nations, to preſerve the union of the whole, that chere be no Schiſmeinthe 
body, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks: Therefore where the higher bodyes in 
Church or ſtate, cannot deſcend (and that of their own voluntary inclin- 
tion without forcible compullion ) andthe lower and groſſer ones eannot 
aſcend up to meer the other, any man may e1fily read the deſtiny of fach 
ſociety, It had been much better for Rehoboam to have denyed himſelf, 
and become the ſervant of his people, and ſubjets for that one day, rather 
then to have made chem his enemies, if not bis lords (for they werethe 
greater Kingdome) for ever after, Dayid was forced co yi-1d to as mac 
as that cameto, if not ſom*thing more, when he complains, te ſons of Z' 
viah are too hard for him, rather then ro make a breach berween Þimſ:l! & 
his men of warr, in chat difficult time, when timſelf was yet weak, and the 
Kingdome not firmly or fully ſetled in his hand. David was wile as an An- 
gel of God, to know what he had to doe; and doth nor connive at their fin 
alchough he doh for chat xime forbear ty execure the pucſhment, my 
| 7 on thn 
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thiags to@ more convenient ſeaſon, Jeruſalem, ſayes the Pſaimift, 1s buil” 
&1 a2 city that is compaRt together ; when the parts of a bui Idirg are ſ0 
cifcially framed one in:o an9ther, that they are as it were cemeniesd, and 
kait rogecher by a vital ſpirit of love, the more weight is [:id upon them, 
the firmer and [tr oager they grow :; but where they are dil joynted , ore 
purt helps to weaken, and overthrow the other, Cyrus is ſaid to have ©- 
recthrown the imp: egaable city of Babylon, by drawing the great chanrel 
of Euphrates, into ſeveral ſmall ri\uers, which, bad they continued 1n ONE 
main ſtream, he could never have done, [ris not the ſtorms and rempetts, 
though never ſo boiſterous, wile they are on the outlide , or upon the 
ſurface of che exrch, thac make any commorion therein, but the vapors tÞat 
xeinſenſidly gotten into 12s bowe!s, that m2ke it quake and tremble, Ir 1s 
not the outward force and violer:ce that ruines a commonwealth, fo much 


| s2ſpii; of diviſion, and contention ariling from jealouſies, prejudices, & 


nimfi:yes from withia themſelves, which doit) moſt dangerouſly threaten, 
wl mot certainly forecell irs deſtruion, as our Saviour himſelt ſpeaks, an 
in bouſe or King dome drviacd againſt it ſelf cannot fland, The ſwift ſhips 
tutare driv*n by the fierce winds, or carryed with the raging waves Ot 
fieſer, yet ſo long as they who ft at their helmes are united, in their coun- 
{and endeavours, moſt co:nmonly do avoid the danger of ſhip-wrack, be- 
"9 turned this or chat way, upon eccalton, at the will of the | yp 
tit they who are to man«ge them cannot agree amorg!t themlelves, they 
my ecfily be *m-r ſed, and 21k navies of eliem become but luaibrium Yer- 
was, Uniy of Cuunlicll is one of the c'ief foundatiors of civill Polity: 
drifthe fon {- tions be 41T lved, what can the righteous doe? but mourn 
nlecret, when chu Goreſer, b ic cant prevent the miſeryes that are coming 
Won 4 fativus, d v.44 42d ſeit-de troy! g 52vple, It was a ſad time in It- 
fel, whe'1 0 1& half of che people foll wed Ub ij the ſon of Ginarh, the os 
ter half fl » ve O ni; whence mg; nec-Tirily be inferred the deftruRi- 
of 01e ile or of the other, as (151 atcer came to paſs in that people. 
0 ef: my endanger the ruine of the wbol», as to often hath been ſeen in 
tie world, chat when leſſee ſocie: yes have 5:en divided among? themſelves, 
tley have byz the ſooner become a prey to 2 (tronger power, Which if ig 
had no bzen experi-nced in mot of the ſtates, and ſociz:y-s of the Chri"i- 
nwrld, and in all che latter, as well as antienc revo!utions of the nations; 
where any order of Goverment, eicher civill or ecclefialtical hath been eſta- 
bihe1, m'g't have bcen exemolifyed by particular inſtances, Fel'x quers 
ſwim Ge, hippy are they that can take warning by che harms they bave 
Ofervel in preceding tim2s. Such diviſions, eſpecially in the Church of 
,are ina great meaſure to be aſcribed to the policy of S»ran, who en- 
fewours by all wayes and mxanes to foment diviſions, among | thoſe of the 
Cinrch 
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Church, by that courſe to ruine them, while in the mean time, he provides 
for the quier of his own King ome, the world. God alſo may be (aid to dg it, 
being provoked by the pride and tyranny, with other wickedneſs of the ſons 
of men, judicially co mingle a perverſe ſpirit in the micſt of a vation, & ſuffer. 
ing their prirces to be deceived, and to Ceceive their people, as the prophet 
ſpeaks of Egypr. Iſa.19.13,14. Cauſing chem to erre in every work thereof 
a5 a drunken man [laggerech in his yomit, Bur the meritorious and proct- 
rirg cauſe of thoſe runous and deitructive counſells ariſes fi om the werk- 
nels or wickedneſs of a people themſelves: lt.being obſerved as one of 
the bleſſi-gs God was ple#[ed ro caſt in to ſome heathen {tates, as a reward 
of their wiidome and prudence, wich other moral virtues, viz. their loop 
peace, and flouriſhing p: cfperity upon the earth. It is much to conſider, 
that all Aſia can ag-ee cogerher in the worſhip ofa Diana, and the Imige 
that fell down from Jupiter, white one ſiazle Church in the city of Coriath 
cannor long hold tugether in the worſhip of the true God, nor retain the 
rites of his wor ſhip, and the regular uſe of the ſicred bodyes of love and 
nity, wichour ſuci ſhametull givinons, and ſcandalous breaches, as they are 
ſharp!y rebuked four by the Apolile, in both his E piſtles to that Church, im- 
puting the root of choſe divilivns ro the lults of the fleſh, Are ye not cars, 
axud \valk a men? 1.C0r7.3.3, 

Bur this being a maccer 0: ſu great concernment for the gaod and welfare 
of Societyes whicher Chriltian er civil, it may not be amils co enquire into 
the true grounds and 1eaſois of ſuch Unity, or the way how it miy be 
brought about, The frtt and prircipal is, a clear diſcovery of the rig't 
way of their pace and proſperity, it being taken for granted, that this 1s, 
or ought to bc the end that all Socie:yes generally a1 me at, /c, a quiet peb- 
ſeſſion of what they already have, wich enlargement of their proiperny, if 
atcainadle, Butif chere be no agreement in the meanes that ſeem moſt - 
re&ly to tend to that end, but that apprebenſions are divided about that, 
they may be as much divided for ever: For at this time, and a lictle betore, 
che Iſraelites were taken with a fond deſire of a Kingly Goverment, yet not 
being at an agreement amongſt themſelves about the perſon, or the man- 
ner of his Goverment, they were divided into faRions till theic minds by 
ſad experience came to be convinced, that David was the perſon, not only 
called, but qualified of God for that great ſervice, which Amaſa expreſſes 
in the name of the reſt of the Tribes, Thine are we David, and on thy (ide 
thou ſon of J*\ſe, ſo that nothing can be ſuppoſed more direRly to tend to 
the creating and maintaining, urity in the coun.ſel!s and affeRions of a people, 
- then cleer eOnvind'g light, and a demon!trative evidence, that what 1s pro 
pounded, is he GireR and proper meanes to bring «bout the end generally 
aymed at,othewiſe,it will be [aid Srinaitur incerturs ftudia in contraris _ 
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The poor man by his wiſdome, ſaith Solumon, delivered the city, And the 
viſe woman of Abel ſaved the ci:y by propuundirg ſo meet an expedient, 
weaned accepranee in all apprehenſions. Ocher wiſe it may fall out as Solo- 
monſaich, Ec,10. 1 5.the Labour of the fooliſh wearyeth every one of them, for they 
tis wot how to find the way to the city, Where wildome is winting to direct 
nens aRions, labour will be endle”, &:he iſſue m (c'11ef, or diſappoin:men: at 
th; bet, When once che people of RK »me were ready to mutiny upor}: quar- 
relthat fell-out berween the Citiz2ns of che higher, and thoſe of the lower 
anke, Menippus healed the breach by a wiſe Apl2gus of the contention be 
weenthe b=lly, and the members in the boy natural, which carryed ſuch a 
convincing evidence along wich it, that all parcyes ar variance were ſoon 4- 
greed abour the way of cheir own we'fare, The IK» wiſe medium was pro- 

1{ed by Jotham, in the ninth of JuJges, bur it coul4 not be attended, be- 
cauſe God ha4 ſent an evill ſpiric among't rhem, as the rext rhere ſpeaks. 

2, The murual intereſt that the membe-s of the ſame Sociery bave in the 
if. ons of each other, gives great advantage to promote this Ul .icy, if duly 
wahderes. There wis noſmall argument in the words of Abram uſtd to 
Lot, Let wot ts Fol! vt for we ave Brethren, Nutre leaves a ſtrange inftirt 
machole of the fame kind, even among the brui: crearures ro defend 
wenother, 204 :0 rev2uge the injury done to their owne kind : ſuch incli- 
eons uſe 20 W117 K 115 itr 08) y with thoſe that are endued with reaſon. 
ſhe jayne tnterert 07 people mn che ſame tamily, ration or religion, tends 
buch this way » J.b could nor have uſed a more pathetical argument to 
ls brother Ab:{hii, then the mea:101 of ſour people, and the cityes of onr 
614] whereby £0 eng:g- hin toa 1 a | '41imons combate with the common 
eiemy; as alſo che prom:ſe of muctu +l .AN3 ta5ce each to ocher, and no doubr 
lepreceding ex'10rt ation to magnanimicy, took the firmer Hold on <icher 
their hearcs. eo comer their neer relation each to other, David enga- 
es much on this account, For my Brihy 'n ana Companicny ſabe, I will now 
[9 Veace be wit hin ch1+, Plal, 122 g On he 0 her hand, when the minds of 
ſons are eicher leavened with prid+, or dicwmrtearced, or their ſpirits 1m- 
"ered wich j aloufies or prejudices againit each o: hier, i: cannot but much 
Infer this Gefired Unity, When the envy of Ephraim, aud the vexing of 
Iulah hill ceaſe one toward another 7/4 11.13. icy Nay the more ealily 
blue al! ocher of rheir enemies; | 
3. This comes to paſs by the prudent and condeſcending behavicur of 
bye that re leaders of orhers, who by their diſcreet betraviour may doe 
rage mna'ntan Love and uniry in Sociztyes, for want of which of: i'mes 
Wray: =y lo!t,T he ſoft anſwer preifieth wrath, and the (oſs tongue breakith 
ne 4th $0/0mon, Gideon by a ini1d and gentle 2nſwer prevented a 
"rel bewixt him and the Ephraemices, which afterwards upon the ae 
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occiſion brake forth inte a bloudy warr, in the dayes of Jeptah, Dj 
b.wed the hearts of all the men of Iſrael as orie man, by an inſinuating ( 
as by his diſcreet behaviour in former times he won che hearts of all Saul 
ſervants, notwithſtanding that inveterate prejudice, envy and malice of thei 
maſter againſt him, Daro con duro non {at bon muro, {ay the [talians, a fin 
wall will not be made up of har4 ſtones, without the mixture of ſome more 
yictling matter to cement chem together, That may eaſily be drawn by 
lore, thac will not be driven by a migity force. The r1go5r of a Comman{ 
m:y be much ſweerned by che ge: ienels of che expreiiivn, Paul, though nog 
the aged, will rather for loves lake beſeech, or intreat a favour of Piil, mon, 
then enj»yne a duty. Moſes his calltg the jſraclices Rebells, was more [ke 
to incaſe the Rebellion of their wills againit God, chen any way alter that 
evill diſpoſition of cheir minds, Jobs peremp ory 2djuring of David, a 
though in that exigent, it gained the preſent end he aimed at, yet ic for ext 
after loſt his intereit in his Sovereigns heart, the harſhne(s of the words he- 
ing harder to be digelted then the matter contained in them, Many tines 
allo the difficulty of a me fſ1ge is much ſweerned by the ceurreous diſpoſition 
of chem char bring ic, as the third meſſenger ſenc by the king of 1irac| to 
E!ijah, ſeems to find by experience. Rehob9ams yoke had not ſeemed { 
intoller«ble, if ic had with more gentle words been impoſed, wherefors (ol 
lowing kings chuſe rather to expreſs their non-afſ.nt to the demands ef 
their 1ubjeR> by an Adviſcra le Rey, then by an harſh and abſoluce refull, 
When Themiltocles once told the Adriens, ro whom he was ſent to demand 
tribu e, that he would bring ewo mighty Gods to overcome them, Love 2nd 
E1-.quence,it was replyed to bim, that they had ewo mightier then chey,/c > 
verty and impclibilicy, or elie very probably the other might ealily have 
prevail:d, This, way of procuriog unity and pezce is as much ſeen in mat 
cers of Religion, as in things of another nature, where as a. la'e Aub 
truly ſaith, by paſli -nare, hoc and e:igec Diipures peace is always lolt, and 
cruth is ſcldome or never found, 

4. In the fourth and laſt place, This is brought abont by the | Averce 
and affitance of D:vine Grace, ſo diſpoling the wills and «ff &io's of men 
char unity and peace are thereby both procured and prefer ved, For if G1l 
be provoked to ſead an evil Spirir, as he did berwixt the men of Sh: chem,and 
the Fouſe of Millo, the wiſeit Counſels ſhall not prevail, as at that time wi 
delivered them by Jotham a yery ſage Apologws, yet ir could not prevent thit 
wicked conſpiracy between ;che men of Shechem, and Abimelech, for Gal 
had purpoſed by chat means to puniſh them both, ſo that a mutual fire is kt- 
dled, whereby the men of Shechem & che houſe ot Milio are devoured one by 
another: when a mans ways pleaſe che Lord, his very Enemies ſhal! be at pezct 


wich b.m, mucy more eaſi2 it is £69.expect char ſuci may ob.oin peace one wi 
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mother, when God is ſtiled the God of love and peace, it is therein implyed 
not only chat he is the approver of thoſe Bleſſiags, but the Author : and Gt- 
ver of them, Ir was prophecied of Solomons Reign, that there ſhould be 
1n abundance of Peace, and fo it was fulfilled, will God ſtird him up Adver- 
facies, which put an end to his peace : So as if God will give a Commilſion 
t0any Inſtruments, to rake away peace from this or that pare of the Earth, 
it may not be exp: cd, to continue longer there, for he will either mirgle 
a perverſe ſpiric among their Counſeilors, as was threatned to Egypt, or 
hide the Counſels of p-acc from the eyes of the People, or. their Leaders, 
whence th-y may be diſhed rogerber co their mutual deſtruction 2nd ruine, 

4 The fourth and tail chit:g conſiderable in this exaRt pattern.of a civil 
ſtare, is the height of their couroge and reſolution, It is a ſign of great 
p:oſperity and ſucceſs in any eriterpriſes, when che Brethren are valiant 
and reſolue in the exec: tion, as their Leaders are wiſe in their conduR. 
That obedience to the comm inds of their Superiours, is intended in a great 
meaſure, in the Tex, 1 deny not, but what might be required here of that 
rature, may be garhered from what was ſa!4 under the Head of order, treat- 
ed of in che firit place, In this place therefore | ſhall cortine my ſelf, on'y 
that of their courage and reſolucion, which though in the laſt place to be 
hoken to, yer is nor the leaſt rhing conliderable in a Alouriſhing itate : for 0- 
therwiſe chrough the cowardize and (lothiulneſ(s of a people with other vi 
&s attending chereon, after ages may eaſily loſe all th-t riches, wealeh and 
honour, which the wiſd-;me and valour of the preceding have obtained : as 
may be ſeen in the dyes of the Judges that ſucceeded Joſhuih, and of the 
Kings thar ſucceeded David and Solumon. Hyram concludes the proſperity 
of Iſrael from che wiſdome of David, 2nd Solomon his ſucceſſour ; ro be 
ſure, when wiſe Leaders are attended with valiant people, it is ealie co fore- 


- telcheproſpe: ity of ſuch a nation, The very name of David-and his m gh- 


ty men that were with him, though weary and weak-handed ( as Actizophe} 
wiſely ſuggeſted } was enough to fright Abſolom and all the men of lirael 
from pur ſuing rheir advantage : I ſhall bere therefore take occalion to dil- 
courſe ſomewhat of that eminent vertue, ſo neceſſary for the flouriſhing of 
a people, diſpoſed into a well ordered polity, Valouris an inward virtue of 
the minde enabling us to perſiſt in our duty notwithſtanding the d fficul:y or 
danger thereof, They are not a licele miſtaken, that think nothing is requi» 
red co valour, bur a daring confidence to fight. wt ron pena martyrem, fic nec 
Pugna fortems, ſed cauſa facit, It is a lawful {triving as the Apoſtle telis us, 
that deſerves the Garland, we muſt Know therefore, that there are four in- 

gredtents neceſſary tothe conſtitutioo of a-valiart minde. 
!. The firit is magnanimity, or greatneſs of mind, when the Spiritis ra 
ſedto ſuch a degree of courage, as notto {toop to low, and mean _ 
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though it ſhould be to compaſs ſome ſeeming great adventage. It wad the 
commendation of the worthies of God,thar they accepted nor of deliverance, 
{c. upon low and baſe terms, which may be impoſed by Adverſaties, Paul 
will rather dy then mak his glorying void : a valiant mind will rather þ 
down his life chen keep it upon diſhonourable terms. If che men of ].bcſh- 
Gilead, or Ahab afterwards, had accepted of their lives or peace, upon the 
[gn0mini2 us tearms cffered by the ſuppoſed Conquerer, ic had been a thing 
unworthy of the Iſrael of God. Nor will Nehemiah loſe his honour, as 
he was Governour, by flzeing to ſave his life in an hiding place of ſecurity, 
So neither doth Chriltian humility require a man to ſtoop to any thing, un 
becoming his Faith and Profeſſion, Paul chat can yield to any thing for the 
h»nour of God, and good of others, yet will yield to nothing, nor give 
place for an houſe to them that will lay a ſnare for their liberty, And 
in another caſe of a civil nature, the ſame Apoſtle, alchough no Souldier, but 
of Chrilt Jeſus, ſtands upon his honour, and the priviledge of his freedome, 
when he is not fairly treated according to the dignity of a Roman, Is t 
lawſul co ſcourge a Romrn ? ſuch was Pavls hum. licy as an Apoſile of J-ſus 
Chri!t, thar he can be content co receive forty 1 ipes of his own Nation, yet 
hichſo much magnanimiry that he will not yield ro receive one of an Hea- 
then, where he hath a civil right co plead an ex-mpr 01, Such magnanimity 
becomes the Iſrael of God, as was ſaid of GiJeons Breth-en, that each one 
ſhould reſemb's the Children of a King, If : bead, that 11 ſuch a cafe a 
man can do no other good, then to ſhew his w.ll, ir my bz fatd, in magrit 
voluiſſe ſat rſt, in matters of g-eat moment, it is enoug!! ii 4 ai ſhows but 
the reſolucion of his mind. 

2. A ſecond ingredi:nt, is Conficeace or boldneſs, not to be afraid of the 
danger or evil ſuppoſe1, though i: ſhuuld be death ir ſelf, je fcemed Joad 
and Abner were foflowed with valiant men, when they can (0 
readily lay down their lives, at the command of their Caprains, The Rigt 
teous are bold as a l.yor, ſaich Solomon, nor afraid -of danger, thougi n&- 
ver ſo great, either felr or feared, David will not be afraid chough an Holt 

ſhould encamp againſt him, Pſal,27.3, Fear is an embondaging affection 

but the true Iſrael of God are called unro liherty ; therefore it becomes not 
them through the fear of dearh to be ſubj-& unto bond-ge : it was a. not 
ble'fpiris of valour that diſcovered ir ſelf inchat Engliſh Caprain, uader his 
King in France, who being ſcene ro diſcover the Enemies Camp, 3nd his num» 
bers, was no whir diſcouraged ( by the great diſproporrion chat m'phe be 
obſerved berwixt themſclves and the enemy ) but recurved this anſwer, 
That there was a very great many of them, enough to xl, enough to tak? 
Priſoners, and e10ugh ro run away beſides, all whichcame ro pats ſoon af- 


ter, accor dirg tohis confident preſage, There hach beea an excracdgany 
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it of. Courage, that ſome of Gods people have been endued withal, 
when Gods Spirit was ſaid to come upon them, as upon Samp- 
fon, Fadg. 14. 15. when he mer a Lyon, and Judg. 15. 14. 8. 
when be ſmorte che Philitines hip and thigh; and David , when he 
engaged with Goliah, or Jonathan and his Armor-bearer engaging againſt 
the Pinliſtines, and undercaking a whole Garriſon of them at once, Thus 
when the Spiric of God doth in any eminent manner excite and ſtir up, or 
»Aqace that innate valour of their minds, they are and will be enabled to do 
prear thic.gS, Many a mans courage would ſerve him to fight very valiantly 
were he but »(Tured ro come off with v:iRory or ſuccels, at lealt without loſs 
of life : bar cx ue valour ar gues ſuch a confidence of mind, as enables a man 
tolook D arh in che face in cold blood, as we uſe to ſay, and not to be daunt- 
ed wich che countenance of that King of Terrour, As was ſeen in Joab, 2 Sam. 
10, 12. who ts refolyed to b:have himſelf valiancly, leaving the iſſue and ſuc- 
cels to God, to do what ſhou'd ſeem good in his Gght, Why ſhould rot 
every crue Iſraclite having che ſame cauſe, the fame ſpirit of Faith, the fame 
promiſes, bave experience of the ſame courage and confidence of minde in 
their meaſure, 

4, Intherhird p!:ce, Parenceis alſo requiſite, enabling them quietly to 
bar with all the evils chry may meer wich by reaſon of che diuturnicy of the 
AR, If ron Evint in the day of adverſi:y, faich Solomon, Prov. 24.10. thy 
ſtrengt® is bu. ſin ill, It is-obſervable, that God never brought about any 
prearmatrer of mv«ment; for the ſalvation of his people, but he calld che In- 
ltruments therein tythe :xe c'ſe of great patience before it were accom- 
plſhed , ſo thar in their experiences, they muſt ſay, 2; cypit optatam 
eurſa---+-= Malta tlrt fecitg,, &c, At Iracls firit coming out of Egvp:,Gud 
would nor carry them by the way of the Spyes, though that was nigh, ( 2 
j urney of 4 few dayes ) leit they ſhonld faint and be difcouraged when 
they ſee war, Ad as afterward God would try Gideons Army, b<fore he 
would call them forth to war ;, for when that Generation that came our of 
Egypt upon try 41, manifeſted ſuch untraRtibleneſs and impatience under the 
hazard and d'fficulcies of war, God ſaw meet to lay them wholly aſide, and 
tran up their polterity by degrees to inure and accuſtome them to bear the 
GKicul ies and hazards thereof. Amongſt Davids ſmall number that fol- 
lowed bim while he was at Ziglag, one third part tis ſaid, was fo fainr, that 

they could nor go over the Brook Bezor, but they were not denied their <c- 
qu-1 p: opercion in the ſpoile, which ſhewd their rarrying bebind proceeded 
not rom the want of valour in their minds, but from weakneſs in their bo- 
ges, which are bot jumente,, or vehicnla animorum : ſo that pacicnce under 
evil, is vey nec{iry far a, Soufdier, | | 

4. In the lalt place Perſeverance, whereby we endure unto the end, This 
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is a law in'the civil as well as ſpiritual combate, that there muſt be holding 
out to the end, wichour which the Crown is not to be expeted, It was 0ae 
part of che Sacyamentum militare, by. which the Roman Souldiers were wont 
co be lilted. of old, no: only chat they ſhou:d nor be unwilling to dye for the 
Comm>3n-weal.h, and engage to do whatever their Emperour ſhould com- 
mand, but that chey ſhould never fo: ſake the Camp whule there was need of 
their ſervice, Aad to chis principle was all their ſucceſs in their Wars tobe 
alſcrthed : that they were unwearied therein, of whom it was truly ſaid, that 
though they were ſepias in prelio, nunquam in bells v8; , though they lof 
many Battels, yet their valour was ſo geeat, that they would never yield to 
adverſity, Moſes will not allow the two Tr:bzs and an halt ro fic ſtill ater 
their own inheritance was cleared of the Enemy, till ch:y had alſo helped to 
pu: their Brethren into the pofleflion of theirs, Numb.z2.6, And in the 8 
Pſalm, che Pſalmift complains of the Children of Ep'1raim, char they turned 
back in the day of Battel, like a broken Bow, A true ſpirit of valour will 
alwayes ſtand bent co the ſame mirk, nor deceiving choſe chat cru!t thereun- 
to. The courage of Davids mind h:1d good after his body grew faint and 
weak, whereby we ſte that perſe\era ice is the property of a valiant minde, 
as well as contidence or patience, 

Application, Theſe four Conſiderations premiſ:4, or 2 ſeiſonable 
word of Advice to every one that is come hither this day. A, Jo'n the Bip- 
tilt was furniſhed from. that meaſure of heavenly wiſlome he was endued 
with, to give 4 fatiſtying anſwer to ſeveral char cam? co him 'vich his queſt 
0n, Wh4t foall we do ?. Lobo, z.ver.10,12,14, $5» may 11y wits Scribe in- 
ſtructel to the Kingdome «f Gd, from this texc be ſupplyed to give an at 
ſwer to every perſon here preſent; and m:t rog<ther up 3a chis { Jem? acct» 
ſion, chat ſhall enquire, what chey ſhall dove, in reference to the b atnels be- 
fore us : I preſume chere is none he: eoceſe1;, bu: will be fou1d in one of 
theſe three capacityes,either of an El:Ror, or one ele -d. or a Subj Ut ut 
der the charge of thoſe who are lik* to be concinuedin,or ch ſer to rt: office 
of an Head or Ruler in this our tribe, each one may from the premiſes, 
hear ſomething ſpoken unto him in che language of thac Capiciry wh rei he 
ſtands b:fore the Lord this day, 

For order ſyke, ] ſhal! in che firſt place addreſs my (If to ſpe2k 'unto- v01 
tha: are mer hereas El:&tyrs. There was joy in Iſrael when the Trib: 
were now met tag ther to eſtabliſh the Kingdome in the hands of David, 4 
is ſaid in the laſt yerſe of chis Chipter. By proportion this day was wont t0 
be a joyfull day unto us, being as ic were the ſolemnizing of the Rirth-day of 
our little Stare, the renewall of our Goverment, with all our civil! priviledg- 
es, The AlviceI hill pr:ſ:nt you wich at this time is by way of Caution 
in che words of the Apoltie,Gal.5.13. You are now called ro the exerciſe 
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ofyour civil! Liberty (wherein much of your other liberryes are bound 
w) Uſe nor your hiberty for an occaſion to the fl:(h, bur by love to ſerve 
q1eanother- Thoſe that doe but ſerioufly conſider, how much the honour 
of God, as well a8 their own good and welfare is concerned in the regular, 
1nd conſcientious proceeding in this buſineſs of EleRion,cinnor but have 2 
ſolemn awe upon their hearcs in this work, and judge that. the putting 2 50 
lkmnicy upon the grandeur of the day, is the leaſt pare of tlie ſervice thereof. 
[might here minde you, that although it uſes to be accounted ore © tte 
higheſt civill priviledges a people can enjoy, to have the liberty to chooſe 
| their owne Rulers, and not to be impoſed upon in that kinde; yer if this 


narcer be not carefully lookt unto, ſo as to be both prudently and confet- 


; enciouſly carryed on, it may become an occaſion of the greateſt bondage; 


x hath been too ſadly verefied almoſt in all the eleRive ſtaces and kingdoms 
in the wor'd, The fatal inſtance of Abſzlom makes it apper , 
how eaſie a mitter jt is to court a well mranirg people into ſuch a falſe 
eonceir of libe-ty, as may endin the ruine borh of El Rors and ElGed, 
ks 445 ſen in the perſ2n forementioned, as in Ab'mclech and his Tribe 
ling b ſure, For chey were upon the E':Qton of a Ki'rg, Certainly it 
they were accounted curſed dece vers,that baving a malc tn their luck, ſhall 
1 4ng off:r to the Lord a cor rupt thing, Mal 1.14. what may we think 
ofthem har being call-d invelt Com? or cher B-erhren with the ſupream po- 
ker vi Aute Goverment, (an aFt of the highelt ſer vice for the glory of Gad 
& goed of men) ſhall be ſo far ſwayed with fa#ion or prejadice, or byaſſed 
Kiiſelf intere t, or ocher corrup? ends, as to chooſe perſons to ſuch a 
ſervice, as ar e neicher approved of God, nor acceptzble to wiſe men, or in 
[a their chovſe eo overlu0k & lay aſide thoſe that are,T mean not to attend 
the directions given by God himſelf, Exod. 18.27. Able men fearing God 
Oe. Yeaitis expreſl; commanded them, Dent, I7. 15. Thow ſhalt in any 
wiſe ſet bim bing ove7 thre whom the Lordthy God ſhall chuſe + whom is God 
(11:0 chuſe, b'u thoſe whom he hath nat only called bur ficred for ſuch 
(Mice by the gifts of wiſdome and grace, which were wont to be ſignified 
by the ho'y oyle uſed to be powred on ch-m, God doth in theſe dayes 
nelietely ſeem to poi at Ive") £0 rule a5 he was wont of old immediately 
cl. forth to ſuc!t ſervice, What ever ſtrarg* concurrence might be vb- 
Fried w the perſon 07 Soul, berwern whe r: nel, of the people to inforcin 

vmuel 19 the p-elenc choy ce Of 4 kirg, anc the r:ſhnefs of the king in wel 
0 his encerpiiſ's (Which proved a balgOmen from hs firſt ano ntivg) 
Wreby at la't he rutned {24.4 If, and miny of Hs people) yer was te fur- 
 ſh-4 with extravrginary gi 28, 4s (0:50 a$ Le was called tO the exerciſe of 
lis goerinene, It muy {(il1.b* exp & dinatrue ſence, that a divine Scn- 
teace ſhould de in the mouch of the Ki ig, and Ruler ig Uirae), | 
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I will nor here ingage in any diſpute whicher it it be eicher neceſſary, or con 
venient for a freepeople co uſe their liber ty in oft changing their Mopiſtrats 
or Cer Rulers, Concerning iaferi-»uc Officers, ſuch as are Fiſcails & Tres. 
ſurers, whoſe places (by reaſon of the profit they uſually are attended with) 
ar” More |1:ble ro ter pratior. & corruption,there is no matter Of Ganger 1n 
thr charge, Wiſe Hinnibal, wile be was Pretor at Carthage, go. a1 44 
"mn {he S-nate for che clinging of :uch great Officers every year, Pavig 
ob erved low rexdy they weieall to hold together to the obſlruR on of 
ja*ice, 414 opp-« lion of the people. Bur for tae ſupream Rulers, ot whoq 
GC lives well, that quaſi cor K eipublie, quod mtr non expeait,!, *, that 
b-i:g as the heart and vicals of the Common-wealth, it is nor expedient tg 
ru”: 4n hazzard in otten changing of chem, Another ſpraks co the ſ4n; 
pur p'1ſe, That urilets a Countrey be very full of skilfu!l and experc mer, by 
often changing their Rulers, the Goverment will fall into the hands of rude 
and ignorant M:chanicks, But where the wiſdome of any Countrey bach 
by long experience, ſeen cauſe to continue the ſa ae Rul-r8, they bad need 
de well adviſzd, that ſhould promote any innovauon,eſp-cialiy in any dif: 
culc Jur.Rure of affairs : I; cannot bur be dangerous tv pur the helm into 
the hands of an u2 experienced Þ.Jot in a tempettuous or (to: my ferſon, ln 
fuch cifes it is molt an end found erue, as the Spaniards ſay, the evill that 
is p-eſ:nc, is better hea the good chac is eo come, for ſo miny tins 
a ſmall inconventence and infir m:ty, is char ged into an unſufferable evil, 
The pzople of [ſrael, no doubt would ſoon have found the lictle finger of Ab- 
ſolos vices, heavier theathe loynes of ail Davis 'rfirmityes, Ic was good 
Courfell wich a wiſe man of Caput once gave his fellow Cit-zens, that be 
fureth-y cu: off he oid Senators, they ſhould find new ones that were b:t> 
ter tO place in their room, wich when up »n tryal they were nor able to 
doe, they wereeaſily p-r{x2J&d to covinu: the former in place, Let wil 
dome and knovleJge be found in cur EieRors, as we!l as in our ele&:d Rv 
ers, and that will bethe ſibility cf our times, and the itrengrh of Salvation, 
Qur Ele@.on is the foundation of our Goverm.nr, A ſma | and inconſid:- 
rable error in the Foundation, may pur the whole Building much out of cr- 
der. AsSin the body nar ut al, a defe& in the fi-ft conc Ron is ſeldome help 
ed by the ſecond, ſo will it be found in the b»dy policick. And m ail 1grs, 
ſuch as are the Rulers, ſuch will be the peop'e bth in Chuccl and itace 
Therefore how Coth it concern thoſe that have an opperrunity in their 
hands, not only to keep ir, but ro improve it and manage it aright, for ihe 
upholci:g and maintaining g10d order and diſcipline, borh in Churc\ aol 
State , For i; | miſtake no/, 43y man may make both a true prognoſtick, & 
G19 017% o the arhletick S:2:e of your people. through rhe whole order 6 
$017 *yrtment, both eccleauical and civil, by your EleRions, and ile 
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of the perſons you chuſe into p'aces of truſt, be they Superiours 
- < Hub in things ſ.cred as well as cavill, 

[am bold to ſp:3k che more on this hand, char I might imprint vpon all 
our minds, that are any way concerned in Eic.on, a conſcientious ce of 
jour duty. and faichſull d.ſctarge of the truſt commited to you, It was 
one of the [a{t re q1etts chat Molcs made unto ihe God of the ſpirits of all 
feſh, jaſt as be was ready to reſign up his clarge, thata wan might be 
{;t over the Cougregruvn, which might boch gue in and cut before them, 
that the Congreg «tiv4 of the Lord bz not as ſherp that have ro ſheheard, 
Num, 17.16.17, Let they ſhould chere by be left ro wander every one af- 
ter his 0w2e 1mn +21 127101, and [{ d:generare into corrupt and toulifh 
wayes to their OW!1C d:itrut'o1, 1am not ignorant that the lot of this 
dyes El:Rion is 19 a great part caſt into che lap, the diſpoſal ther..of from 
the Lord we expeRt to Know by and by : bur 1 ſprak for che fuure, 
india way of cautt9n to t+Ke heed ro our EicRtions, for our (4/7) deprnes 
wonit, It was a fad prefage of evili times app/14cin g up Joc iem, 
vi-n the p-e ple were driven co ſuch mifer«<ble ſhifts, as to Owing theme 
tn tives under che Skires of unmeer per ſons, only for che {. ke of mea: and 
(Ning, {4.3 .6,7, for they are the things lett requifite in lim who is 
(0:dv be an Healer, A pror and wile child, is better then an Ol4 and foolth 
[»1,Cah wrtorn vn, Ecileſſ 4.12, And for a man to be pur 12:0 the Prieits 
(.*, not qu.. {'e* thereunco, only to eat a morſel of bead, miy prove 4 
cio the place 4nd people, as well as to chat perſon, as was prozuunced 
qurit eve Fami'y of Eli, 1. Sam.2.30, 

[any M-2uld here exp char a charaRer ſhould here be given, how to 
j1ge of fuc'y men 45 ma, bc accounted m:tt 0 b: heads or leaders of Ifrac), 
F'etext 15 4 full defcription, ſuch as have underſtanding of the times to Know 
What Iſrael 0::g1t to doe, and they who are ſ»ch doe diſcover themſelves, 
dr M.y be di: 1-puiſh:d from ochers by theſe qualifications, 

l, The fear of the Lord, and che love of Righreduſn. (6, The fear of the 
Ld i the b:oinnin7 or Clef part of Wwiſiome as the tex: tells us, He thar 
bavt wiſe for himſelf or for his owne ſoul, wil! reve b- w (e for the comm- 
mon-wealch, They that are not of Iftacl, vill 1c: m: ch care to know 
What Iſrie. oug't to doe. David thac was a compa in Of them 
hv %ea- the Lord, is eafily induced to ſeek the gd of «il iuch, P/al.122 $, 
Wa; P''0 faid of Philoſophers, we may ſay of the men that 'e.r God, 
(vhic\ is the beſt wiſJome) who wiſhed tha: they were the only kngs, or 
thit kings were only ſuch, David, owned by God himfſcIf (6 be a man af- 
ter his 09 1 heart, was the ſtandard by which his Succeflors were mea» 
ſured ; among t whom you will find, that to doe that which was right, was 
ther a dimirzucion tlies o:herwiſe, urleſs it could be added, with a pet f: && 
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hea*t, as dif Nivid his father, So, as to know or doe that which is righ, 
unleſs it were va: of inc: g iry of their hearts, and conformity to the mind of 
GoJ, doth not in Gols account denominate a man wiſe, or one that knoyy 
what If: acl 0 121t ro do, God may mike uſe of che common gifts of the (p'rir, 
or nantu-cal endv.v71. nts of men unſanRifyed for the good ot his peopl: & gf, 
ten d:zi when the Goverment is by providence unavotdabiy devolved upon 
them, but i: may be queſtioned, whether a people can expeR a blefli-g under 
Rul-rs of their on voluntary choyce, whoſe pie:y may upon cercain & gy 
grounds be ſuſpeRed,or denied, whatever their other qualifications may he, 
2. Humane Learning in conjanRion with the former, Such as by ti, 
benefic of natural parts Experience, Education, and ſtudy, have advantage 
above others to be acquainted wich the affiirs of the world abroad, as w:| 
aS wich the Laws and Cuſtomes of their own people at hom». For ſeirg 
perſons of thatalloy have generally the chief managing of affiirs in o;h:r 
Nations, as much of that as may be had, cannot bu: be neceſſary for the 
better ordering the affairs of iſcae!, It was no doubt ſome advantage to 
the officers of Hezekiah, in their creating the m.ſſengers of che Aſſyrian, 
that they underſtood the Syrian rongue as well as their owne, It miy he 
preſumed that no man, unleſs a Weigelian Sceptick, ever did account Moſes 
leſs fir to be a Leader unto Iſrael hecauſe he was learned in all the wiſdone 
of the Egyptians, a man mighty in words and in deeds, Nor Paul the |: 
fic to be an Apottle, becauſe he ſpake with tongues more then all the reſtof 
the Apoltles, Yea it appears that upon that account heis called a choſen 
Veſf |, the better qualifyed to be a DR vr to the G-ntiles. And if J-ptab 
hal not had underitanding of the times, /e, the knowl:dge of things dore 
{: forepall:d times, as well as in the prefenr, it mry well bz queſtioned whi 
ther he had been 2 fi: e> have b>+1 41 head of the Gileadices as afterward 
he proved : if he had not been ab'e to hive diſputed with arguments of 
reaſon, as well as weapons of wirr, he coald not have m1inaged che quarrel 
fo fucceſfully as he did. The chief Leiders of Iſrael before he Kirgs, were 
_ called Judges, 4 potiori parte; though the chief pirt of ch.ir work aſuily 
was to be Captains of cheir warrs, yet they received their ticle from that 
power of Judging, which certainly required $kill an know'e ge of the 
Lawes, by which they were to judge, which how well it cold be atcinel 
without help of humane learging, 1 doe not underſtand, It was well re 
plyed by an officer of State to a Nobleman, that made (mall account of lexr- 
ning in the education of his ſon, (aiming at no higher learning chen to bs & 
bleco ride an horſe, or fly an hawke) that if it were ſo, then Nobiemens 
Jons ma{t be content that mean mens children ſhould govern che Kingdom, 
3. Conſtancy or ſteadineſs is 2n5ther property of a wiſe man; at lealt of one 


fir co be a Leader of others, Not buc chi a wiſe man may —_ 
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his mind, 2nd his wiſdome may lead him ſaeo do : Sometimes we (ay, 
e copitationes ſunt meliores, but ro be of a fickle, unconitiant minde, is 
the charaR 7 vt one, as Jacob ſaid co Reuben, that will never excel: Heis 
vitable as W4.er, which is, neither eaſe co be k-p: in any bounds, nor ob- 
{:yanc of one conſtant motion, but apt to change upon every occaiion, In- 
ſibility in our wayes. is an argument both of want of far bfulneſs before 
mien, and of {3 ;ceri:y betore God, Homo quadratvs is the fi te't t9 manage 
zccuſt ; That is che tgure chat ſtands ſureſt , wiſe men tha aRt upon prin» 
cples, are like an Houſe built upon a foundation that will not turn alide by a 
ſudden and violent ſtorm. Sceprical m:n, none knows where to hoyz them, 
they will not b= bound to be of che ſame mind on this morning, that they 
were of on the laſt night: Solomon therefore adviſes to fear God and the 
King, and not co meddle with chem thar are given to change, Prov. 24. 21, 
Theleare [nquieta 1ngexia of Quick-(ilver tempers, that are never quiet. in 
ny place, yer would alwayes be uppermoſt, which are obſerved to be the 
molt dangerous in any ſtate, A wiſe man alwayes failes by the ſame Com- 
as, though not alwayes by the ſame wind, Particular aR&.oas may be 


 Canged upo1 occaſion, though the fame ;nark be ſtill aimed ar, 


Moderation is another property of wiſdome, for if peace and truth be 
tle beſt end, chat all ought to aime at moderate and pacinck wayes and prin- 
eples, chat run not in excreams, are certainly the d.reRte!t wayes that lead 
thereunto, Therefore it is ob erved that men of moderate and pea eable 
tempers, are both the wiſeit, and mit uſeful men in all Societies, Extreams 
wea'w:y.s dangerous : for as the Pactoſophter ſayes of virtue, that it lies in 
the middie berween two vices, as the ex:reams are oppolices 0n either hand, 
lm y truth generally be found ia che middle h-rween ewo Errors, ' Sone 
men think chey can never run far enoug? from char chey hate, whereas wiſz- 
men can ſee as dangerous a precipice of error before them. as that which 
they leſt be':4ad ch-m, Tins is too coo evident in moſt of the controverſies 
wich have been bandyed for, and againſt in our times, In moſt of which 
he char hath raken the eat view of the managing of ſuch controverſies, will: 
inde that men of rigid and ſcvere ſpirits, have miſſed both of peace an 
truth, the defigne of all good and wife men, Thus did the Donaniſts in A» 
frica, and the Novatians about Rome of old, who ſeparated from all other 
Chriſtians, fave thoſe of their own perſwafion, till ac laſt, there were -none 
left ether to joyn with or ſeparate from,che ſpinning of threa roo fine, doch 
dat draw the woo! beyond the ſtaple; and will never hol1 in the weaving. 
Thus hath it been fond in theſe laſt dayes of Reformation, the Religion-of 
many proving like precions Liquor, too often diſtilled, cill ar 1:{t a\l evapos 
rates in meer fume: fome that could not becontent to keep company 


wth tucic honeſt minded Brethren, in the middle Krgton of revealed Truth, 
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( the mot wholſome praQical points of DoRrine ) have ſoared (o high alok 
that they have as well [o1t chemſe! ves, asthuſe they pre:ended conſgencets 
depart from, whoſ: root is rotrenneſs, and their bloſſome gone up as du? 
as the Propher ſpeaks, Iſai.g.24, The Apoſtle Paul gives this Caution 
co the Romans , tobewicro {..briery Mn uT*»7404iv Tar *g PIETY 
8 4 *61 10 g03-1 viv. wh'c1 words have an elegarcy in the Greek, na; 
eaſte to beexpreſt in our Language. Rom. 12.3. 

Parexs ob\zrves in his time, thac chey who.did #imium 2% C42 [ef] avi, did 
more hurt then good in the Reformation of the Church, Marth, 23, 

Icis that which highly commended the wiſdome of Baſilins Magn in 
thoſe times of concroyerſie, in which his Lot did fa:l, that his moderation 
lead him to abttain from ſome expreſſions in the cyncroverſies then ſtirrirg 
( wich great freedome and' boldneſs uſed by others } that he mi, he nor b 
theenvy of words and phraſes, draw upon himſelf, and in h:m upon he 
C'urch of God, an inevitable, and unneceſſiry danger, As a grea: Dvine 
of ours notes out of Gregory Naxzian, ** It ite | ke wiſdom: and Moderes 
** tion tad been obſer ved in thoſe tha: earne{tly contend tor truth, ſo as rot 
*©t2 104d the truch tney maintain with hard & {+ vese (chough it may be tw) 
"* expreſſions, that beg=r more obitinacv in the Adveriaries, aud it may be 
* ſuſpition in the weak, or unreſolved looker on , d-dcrerces among/t men 
" m'ght be more ſobzrly compoſed and che cruch wich more aſſurance e- 
* tertained, Dr, &, on P/al, 119, P. 372. 

The words of the wiſe ſaith Solomon are heard in quiet, more thien the 
cry of him chat ruleth amorg fools, i,e, A wife man char ſpeaks without vo 
mour, noy ſc or contention gains more credit to tis words by the ry 6 ol 
t 1e matter, then another can do by the ob:treperous noiſe and loud (ound 
they are Wont ro be uttered withai, 

The like wiſdome doth modera-i>n diſcover in things of a civil nature; 
where many times the rigorous ex2Rion of the ({trit letrer of che rule 6f 
Juſt'ce, proves unjuſt in the iſſue, and molt unprofi able ro the Cumin (fr 
himſelf, or bis inſtruments, According to the uſual ſaying, ſummon ju1 tf 
ſumma 1njuria, The Duke of Burgundy b:gan a quarrel with the Switz Th4 
bou: the Coll of a load of Calye-skins, whereia he lo!t his life, aud all bus 
treaſure, 

5. 'Pcace:bleneſs is ano: her property of Wiſdome, which ought ro be 
eſt:emed by the rendency it barii roward the obraining the great end,that «| 
oug' to avi 2t, ſe, the honour of God, and good of Societies, which iS 


' much mor: promared by peace, chen by che proceeding of force, The W*- 


man of ah:1l whom the Scripture commends for her wiſdome, Ciſcoverzl 
her wiflome by her praceible Counſel, The poor wiſe man ſaved che Ciiy, 


by wiſe counſel, not by weapons of War, Ecclef, 9, 15 when a great K's 
Y cam 
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game againſt it, beſieged it, builr Bulwarks againſt it, There is nothirg more 
afe then to begin a War, as nothing more d:fficulc then to manage it arighr, 
qe bring it to 2 good iſſue: therefore is prace 11 a wiſe mans eye a rich boo}, 
Contention ſaith Solomon, is like the breaking forch of water. the' efore his 
aviceis, to leave off before it be meclec vw th, P:cv.17. 14 D tc b Lam 6% 
expertis, is a true ſaying, 1. e, War uſes to br we'come (© NONE, buc chole that 
never made tryal thereot, is | tear New England may find by woful expert 
ence, which will leave a relie& 0n of che d-eper guilt, if any have had any 
needleſs hand in the inviting 0; luch an ut we'come guelt into the Country, 
But [ judge charicably of che pre ſenc Auicors, and dare not cenſure uthers, 

[t was the ſpirit of D<vid, 05e wilt as the Argel of God, and no mean 
Warriour neither, I am for peace, bur when | peak they are tor War, Plal, 
120.7, It ſeemed then David uſed avi Wars Eur when receility forced him 
thereunto, 

In matters of Religion, who is it tha? pains by Contention : it is the duty 
every Chriltian co contend for che Faich o1:c: delivered ro che Saints, bur 
they ought 14a» & v *:7 149 45 the Apoitle ſpeaks, Eph.4.1 5. leaſt other- 
xie, the loſs of love is more matter of grietcten the cruch we ſuppoſe we 
have gained is macrer of rejoycic.g, bke them chat argle for ſmall fiſh with a 
golden Hook, Nor that any eruch of Goud ought upon any pretence to be 
vidervalued, nor any prec:pr of God be counted lictle, but every thing is 
beau:iful in his ſeaſon, where the 1: gig of ſome truth of leſs moment, may 
certainly endanger the breac't of pr..ce, which is a g-eater good, I know 
not, bur it might wich more acc p ation have been torborn, tor we know our 
&viour Chr'{t did not, nor the Apovltles after tim, at every ſeaſon declare 
ſach Tru:hs, as the Hearers were not c:ipable to receive, 

for all nec. fſiry and fundamental [ruchs, we cannot be too reſolved in 
Contention for them : Buc for Opinions of Ifs certainty and moment; 
Where wiſe and good men have alwayes needed a latitude, wherein to d.ﬀer 
ndturn afde one ir6-m the otl er, it car» be no part of wiſdome to be too 
aper or rigorous 4h.mut chem, ſome with the” Diſciples, Luke Þ. 54 55.are 
tray to think he def rves no leſs then to be deſtroyed by fire from Heaven, 
t lie folly v5 nor them, whom yer one Saviour juſtly reproves for giving 
to)muct way co their own Spirits, 

6, Convefcenſion, may in the next place be added, as another property 
of Wiſlome, Humilicy, the ground of condeſcenſion is nearly allyed to 
widom:, boch are the procreant cauſes of great Bleilings to the Sons of 
men, Prov.22.4, The wiſdome that is from above is gentle, eaſie to be en- 
trea:ed. No man ever thought that Abraham was the leſs wiſe, becaufe 
more willing to yield in the controverſic berween him and Lot, Thoſe parts 


«the natural body that are the molt yielding are the ſtronger and moſt 
| uſeſdl! 


( 32) 
uſeful, were all the other members of our body as hard, and as Niff as the 
Bones, how uncomforcable would our A&ions and motions be, {f 
finde it better to break chen bow, they may thereby gain ſome repuration for 
their wilfuloeſs but not for their wiſdome, 

This muſt alwayes be underſtood of things lawful and expedient to he 
yielded to, elſe Moſes the meekel!t man upon Earch, will nor bate an hoof,nor 
Paul the moſt humble of all Chriſtians, will not yield, or give place for ag 
bour ; both which in other caſes could deny themſelves, and yicld very far, 

7. Deliberation, is the laſt property of Wiſlome which I need mention, it 
can hardly be thoughc to conliſt with Wiſdome to do any thirg raſhly in 
matters of moment, Temerity of Counſels argues rather height of fly 
and pride then depth of wiſdome ;, for in ſo doing, we ſhou'd lay aſide Rez 
fon, our moſt faithful and beit Counce'lour, and commir our aff.i $ jnto the 
hands of p.{fion and aff:Rion, or worſe, cm ves ryarſit in uff. Blum, pris 
omne judicium ; they looſe their wiſdome, rhat ſuff-r themſelves to be tran 
por:ed with paſſi»n, Delibrrandum din, quod ſemel ſt 1 uenaum, it bad need be 
a lorg time del ber ated upon, that is ts be appointed for ever ater, For 
al:hough our tatures be not unalterabl», like thoſe of che M:des and Perfi 
ans, yet that which is maturely agreed up n at the lirſ?, w 1! itand 1a the les 
need of alteration or abrogation : the frequency of eicier of which abar 
much of che rigour of the Laws, and hon»ur of the Law-mkers, Mary 
things in tumane affuirs acmir not of ſecond choughts, nan; hltanding ly 
are generally known to be the belt, /n bello yon bs veccat 3 theretore ſages 
Solomon, with good advice make War, and marage ic Ik wiſe wich the ſame 
care, le{t there be no room to p'ay an after game, And wiſe men accoy tit 
the beſt way to put as little as may be to peradventure, A man of under- 
Randing, ſaith Solomon, Prov, 12.27, is of a+ excellent Spirit , the Hebrew 
word is of a coo! Spirit. Sedatur avime, flow, deliberate. compoſed, net bot 
which makes men quick and ſudden in their reſulves, 7'heodoſpus rhat Famous 
Chriſtian Emperour, noted for great wiſlome alſo, did that on the ſuddenin 
a paſſion, that he had cauſe to repert of ever after, Yo be flow to wrath 
argues great underſ}anding in the wiſe m2ns account, Prov, 14.29, It i 
reported of Herael/ivy the Treaturer of the ſaid Theodolius, chat pivirg (0 
far way to his paſſion; as when che Saracens, who were fired by the En- 
perour for the war came to demand their pay, he refuſed pay ment, 37d Ny 
Dead thereof, paſſionately called them Arabuk Du ge, wh'ch ſo incenſed 
them chat they immediately ſet up their own B 'ners, winch pave occalion (9 
thoſe infernal Locufts rhat came fir our of the botrom!eys pir, £ » overſpre-d 
thef:ce of the Chriſtin World, miſerably rormeawng che 1/40 bicaors theres 
of, for. an hundred and fifty years, where b/ the way may be noted, hard 
Words are che wort kiad ot pay, vai be Wade £0 Luca as veulute their _ 
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+ the ſervice of the common-wealth, The ſame befell R-hoboam, whoſe 
td, proud and haughty words, were anſwered by a ſhower of as hard 
fyges, that fell heavy on the bones of his officers, 

Bur carerurn, much deliberation in publick affairs, ſpecially if the caſe be 
9; matters of momenc, is rarely found a diſadvantage. As was ſaid of 
4told Roman, Fabius Maximus. Can ando reſtitwit rem, he repaired that 
þ; delberation, and prudent delaying of mitrers, which ſume others 
6almolt ruined, by their precipetant ad heady adventures. The |:ke de- 
(b-ra-ion is of uſe in_theenaR! g, as well as ia the executing of all civill 
(onſlicurions and DeCrees ; Therefore wiſe Lawyers have bcen alwayes 
x01tto 2cocunt Lawes of d-fficnlt Tearms, and doub:full event, had need” 
e d-liberately thought upon, beicre they be enaRted, or pur in execution, 
|{1:'s deſt veniſon was thac which was longelt in preparing. 

2 The ſecond b» anch of che Application may reſpe&t choſe honoured 
perſons, who are I:Ke now, or hereatcer muy b- called unto, or continued 
br this dayes EieRion 1n the place of Goverment, as Leaders of :his our” 
Icde, I fhuli crave leave ty ſugget thus mnch uato you from the 
vrds of che rexe, what Gd d5:h, and min miy jaſtly expeR from you, 
{Thar you be found ſuch as hive underitanding of the times, ro know 
fclſracl ought to dove, The tile here given, is a fufficient incimation 
'reof, ſh: cet of your Brer'1en here preten,,are bur inferiour Members 
that body, of w'1 c!4 you ire the Head, inſtruments ſubſervient to your 
weition a1 guidaice, Vhe foot muves nor, the hand is not lifted up with- 
"the order a14 command of che head, You are the pias on whom hangs ' 
ieglory of the hoafe of Ifrael, therefore it behoves you to think of the 
Urge tha” lies upan you, We look opon you in this your eipicity, like 
Pefour and ewency Elders, calting chair Crowns at the feet of him 'thac firs 
901 the Throne, and ready coreceive if em only by his appoin: me nt; as in- 
tnding only to 19nour him therewich, and not your ſelves, They were” 
wy c0 lay among. the Senators of Rome, »i4:rint Conſules, ne quid d-trie 
Wiicarat Reſpubliea, i, e, it is the care 61 e Cor.ſuls, (who bad the ex:cu- 
"part of the power of che People put $nt0 theic hands) to ſee that the 
Gmmn-wealth receive no detriment : 1 may, y*a mult add this further to * 
jorr ſelves, ne quid detrimenti capiat E cel-fsa, i, e, you are as well to ſee thar 
ve" burch under your charge and Care receive ny dam-ge or diſidvantage, 
— che extent of your Commillion this day to be ſealed unto you, - 
\" dy God and his people, Know therefore, 

He conceraments belonging unto you in reference to Iſrael, are either 
<eſiaſtical or Political, the latter are co ſo thai as you fee, 
Atilitary, 
lieyare threefold, Sacred, Civil, and Milicary, 1 ſhall briefly as the _ 
F wil 
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will allow, touch upon a!l three in their order, 

I, The ſacred, or Religions concernments of Iſrael are under your care 
and conduQ, [wperative as they ſay, though not Elicitive, 1 need not 
rake up time ( it were not to ſpend but milpend it) in proving, that civil 
Rulers have to do in matters of Religion, That Text alone, Afar, 22, 37, 
wereenough to prove it, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
witch all thy ſoul, and with all thy might, &c, Love is ready to ſummon in all 
the pawers and facalties within ics reach, to attend the witl of him whomit 
loves, as its laſt end, it was ſaid by che Propher, che Merchand'z2 of Tyre, 
ſhall be holineſs ro che Lord, miy it not as well be ſaid, that the Magiſtracy 
of Rome, as the Merchand ze of Tyre, was to be Holineſs co the Lord, The 
Scepter of the Man childe, by virtue of his ſubordination co the Lord Jeſus, 
was to rule all Nations with che Rod of iron, as tis ſaid, Rev, 12, If any 
ſh2u'd ſay, the Lord Jeſus doch nor need the help of the Civil Magiſtrate to 
carry on his Kingdome, [ anſwer, although he doth not need it ( for he did 
carry on the work of his Kingdome when all che civil Migiſtraces of the 
world were comb ned againit ic ) that will not excuſe Mgiltrates for non- 
performance? of their duty when ever they are impowred thereunto: To 
all ſuch ic may be ſaid, as Mordecii ſaid to Eſther, who knows but chou art 
come to the Kingdome'for luch a-time as this , bur if any deſire fur ther (+ 
tisfaQion in this point, they my conſult the learned diſcourſes of all Prote 
ſtant Writers upon this SubjeR, whether Lutheran, or Calviniſt, Gerhard, 
Grotius, ſundry Epiſcopal learned Divines of our own Nation, 4 
well as thoſe of our own place, and perſwaſion, treating of this Subjet, 
ſpecially Mr, Nye, his learned D:fence of the lawfulneſs of che Oath of % 
premacy, and power of the Civil Magiſtrate in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, and ſub- 
ordination of Churches thereunco, whom I the rather chuſe ro inſtance in, 
becauſe he hath extraRed che quinteſcence and marrow of all our modern 
Divines, whether of che Epiſcopal, or other perſwaſtans, and one alſo never 
ſuſpeRed of, or condemned for, deviating, declining, or receding from 
former principles by himſelf caken up, which ir may be others as innocent, 
are yet not altogether to free from the ſuſpition of : char ſo it may appear 
that all ſober Divines do joyntly agree in this concluſion, Nor is this D> 
Qrine any new upſtart invention, but a Truch owned by the Doors an 
Fachers of the Church, as they are called in Conſtantines time, Tha: fir! 
and famous Chriſtian Emperour, was wont to ſay of himſelf that he wis 
E vinonF+ 162 74 tn as others were wp T4 ' $5w Yea Payl himſelf declare 
it not O ly to be his judgement but the mind of G»d himſelf, in thoſe dirs 
and plain Texts of che Epiſtles to the Romans, Chap. 13. 1,2, 3,4, &c- 1 Tim, 
2. 2. And Perer alſo in his Epiſtle Chap.2.13: But to prevent any miltake 
here, by ſpeaking more particularly about the civil Magiltrates Power an 
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duty concerning matters of Religion, it may be reduced to theſe three beads, 
ſhe eſtabliſhing the crue Religion where it never was. a, The main- 


ning and upholding of it where it is, 3. The reforming it where ic is 


rown corrupt, 

t. Concerning the firſt of theſe, It is made by learned and judicious 
Wricers, one of the undoubted Rights of Soveraigrty to deter mine whar 
Religion ſhall be publickly profeſſed and exerc ſed within their Dominions, 
ſci, what in cheir Conſcierces is moſt agreeable to the word of God, and 
the divine Law, What reaſon can be rendred why the Popiſh Religion is 
profelſed only in Spain, the Lutheran in ſome Kingdomes and Provinces of 
Eu:0pz, the Calvimitts in orchers, an indulgence granted in ſome 
Ki-gomes to d.fcring profeſſions, bur thar the chief Rulers, Kings or Prin- 
ces of Scate are this or chat, way aff .:d?Why elſe doe wee in New- England 
that, profeſs the doctrine of Calvin, yer priſe the diſcipline of thers called 


| Independant, or Congregntional Churches, Dt becauſe the auchority ofthe 


Conntrey is pe-ſwaded, that ro be moſt agreeable to the mind of b 

This is not to be underſtood, as if it were to belong to civil Rulers to ob+ 
tude upon the Conſciences of their Subj: &s and people, the profeſſion of 
ae doctrine or Religion they pleaſe, but chat no perſwaſion in Religion 
cn orderly become the pub'ick profeſſion of any people or perion, without 
lberty firit obcained from che fupream Rulers of the Nation. For it is a moſt 
certain truth, as LaRantius ſpeaks, there is nothing (o voluntary as Religion, 
which wihout the wills c>nſent is nothing. Anocher fayes alſo, he that is 
compelled by law co ſerve G14 in this or that way ſerves not God but his 
prince, The wor k of Rulers is therefore re: her to keep men from doing evill 
then to compeil chem to doe good, Thus did the fir{t Chriſtian Emperours- / 
of old, ſhur up the Ido! Temples, not ſuffering their ſubjeRsto walk on in 
thepradtiſe of their form+r abominable Idolatryes, but not compell them to 
embrace the Cht iltian Faith, AS did Ezekiah and Joſiah before break down 
the Grove and other Idolls, not allowing their people publickly eo commit 
Idolatry, and if they did compell thofe of their own nation to attend the 
Celebration of che p.\ſ:over and the like, it was becauſe that worſhip was 
1274 74 *.5%y literally enjoyned that people, and they were to. be cut cf 
that did omit it, But under che Goſpel the Worſhip of God is more ſpiritu- 
ul, and requires Faith in the bearc before theſervice of the ourward man 
can be acceptable, Now Faith is a perſwaſion wrought in the hear, not in» 
pendred by oucward compu'lion, as ſaith Gregory, Nova et inaxdita eff ills 
pelicatio, que wverberibas exigit Fidem, But more time need not be taken , 
win ſpeaking to char, which is caken for granted on all hands. 

2, Intie ſ-cond place therefore, the ſams power is nec f{atily requi- 


ted to uphold & maiacain the true ——_ was at firſt to eſtabliſh =. 
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chat is to mzintain the publick profeſſi»n thereof, Creation and providence! 
are the ifſues of the ſame Being ahd Power: It the true Religion had-noy/ 


been publickly profeſſed wi-hon: the countenance of the civill Power,'ir ig 
not liketo be profeſſed longer chen the ſime power will give a'lowance or 
Command or encouragement, Now this is or ought to be done, 

1. By raking care that publick Miniſters be ſeat torch to preach the word 
of crutch, adminiſter. the Sacraments, and celebrate all other rices and Or. 
dinances, that doe concern the true Religion, Thus did Jehoſophar, in the 
2.Crox.17.7,8,9.: Sod 1 che antient Chrittian Empercours by cheir Laws ang 
EdrQ3, with other civil Conſtitutions, The Church by fume is compared 
co hangings, the Common-wealch ro the walls, the Church is the fruufyll 
Vine, the Common-wealch the prop that ſupports it. 

2. By providing maintenance, a- d other ſuitable encouragements for ſuch 
Miniſters in all their admini(trations, according to the Apoitalical pr:&ce 
A.6.14. and precepr 1.Corg. 5 6,7,9.&c. For it will receſl ir ly hold char 
if Miniſters by divine In'titgrion may expe& mainrenance and encourage 
ment, who ſhoul4 cake care to ſee it done but the Rulers of Chriſtin come 


mon-wealths, Gol aiwayes allotted a portion for choſe thit minittred” 


about holy things, both before the Law, and under the Law, Abrahim as 
2 man of warre pail tithes ro Melchizedek as a pubiick Miniiter of God in 
char plzce, where he obtained his vitory, They willhive an hard Tak 
that will undertake co prove that Tithes in ſome ſence are not mora';as muy 
be ſea bythe lzarned Mountagues diſcourſe againſt Se!den abut that 
Subj-t. Bur ic is ſufficienc for our preſent purpoſe that thoſe Tex's under 
the New-Teſtzment conclude it a moral duty, with many other tha: might 
becited, to take care they bz maintained, - 
g. By ſetting up and encouraging the Schools of Learning, fur he chat 
wills the end is ſuppoſed alſo to will the meanes It is not meer that the 
Ifraelics ſhould al vayes goe down to the Philiſtines eo ſharpen their wet- 
p3ns, which they are to uſe in fighting againſt the enemies of Gods Churc), 
or for whetcing their cooles they mutt uſe in rilling Gods field, Chri'tun 
Emperours of old were wont co adorn Chriſtian Temples wich the Spoyles 
of the Gentiles, Juiizn complaines that the Chriſtians beat the heathen Vat- 
loſophers with their owne weapons, therefore did he ſubtilly contrive t0 
deprive the Chriſtians of che benefc of Schoo!es,& other meanes of human? 
L.-arning ,thinki1g that to be the likelyeſt meanes whereby :9 overthrov te 
Chriſtian Religion. Tis crae that the[defeR of Learnins in the Apoliles 
wis fapplyed by the ex:r aor dinary pifrs of the Holy-Gh»t, bur lince thoſe 
gifts are ceaſed, bectuſe other ordinary means my be (Foie For that end. 
Goſ mide Manna to follow che children of Iſrael from heaven, rill cy had 


02pg:tunicy to ſow andrcexp in the land of Canaan, ater whic! cim* be 
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yaom ceaſed, While 1ſr22i w13 without a teaching Prieſt, & without a Law, 
they werea'ſo without the true God, 2, Chron, 15, z. while the Scrip- 
ures were locked up in an unknown Language, how'- can they be opened 
wihou: the key of humane Learning, or rightly divided without tte i-udy 
of the Wor kman, as the Apoftle ſpeaks, 2. Tim. 2.15. Of old time they h+d 

Colledges and Schools of L earning, of which E!1jih and E'iſha were Prefi- 
dents, and Overſeers, What advartage the retormed Churches have had 
by their Princes and States ereting Sciooles of Learning in their ſeverall 

minions, is ſo well known that there needs no more 10 be ſaid about 

this Argument, What conſiderable benefic this place hath already reaped, 

andas us noped may further receive by this one Coliedge in the Countrey, 

founded, and hicherto carried on by the pious care and rehgious enfleavors 

ofour former worthy Leaders, and other libecal BenefaR ors, is {i fficiently 

(em»nſtrable -ro the view of the World, 

4. By the calling of Synods or Councils, as need may require to d:icuſle 
points of Rei;gion in coatroverlie, and to hear matters ot differences and 
(termine them, and be of uſe when ever there is wan: or truth or peace in 
the Curcies, Some are ready 70 attribute too m':ch co the power or uſe 
o Synods, which make others, or the other band aſc ibe too licle ro them, 
fralchough civil Rulers are not abſolutely tyed upto their Getermination 
further chen they are grounded upon the word of God, As if the ſecrflar 
foxers were alwayes bound to ſubmit to the decrees of the Ecclclialtical 
ſenate, aS is praiſed in the Church of Rome, yer if orderly called, and 
duly manzged, of whar great uſe they have b:en in all ages, and ſtill may 
d!, the experience of all times can abundantly teſtifie,as the learned Craken- 
thorpe in his elaborate diſcoucſe abouc the firit general Council hath fully 
end-nced, nor can it ever be made our, that any genera! Courcil, where all 
tie Requilices eſſential to ſuch a Council were found, have erred in their 
(ecrees abou: any mitrer of Faith, or fundamemal Article thereof, as the 
ame Author doth aſſert, 

For alchough what Grotius ſiyes cannot be deriied, that the Sovereign po- 
wer 1s not ty*d to the jadg-ment of Phyſitians in the caſe of a wound, nor 
C2 Genmerr'cian in the meaſuring of Land, yet is he much miltaken that 
from thence ſhall inferre, that the civil pow-r need m ke no uſe, or can re- 
C1ve no benefit or dire Rivn about ſuch caſc's in queſtion, before he gives his 
"ual determination in and 4bouc the fame, Tlie prielis livs ſhould preſerve 
nowledge, and of 914 rhey were i: «l! ardaous 2nd ©. fficulrt caſes to repair 
tothe Prieſt, and to the Indg- chat Could be in chofe dayes, Deut 17:9:12 . 
by PcOpArtion of that Tex', it is no hard matter to gather whar is che'uſe 
nd derefr, and what the power of Synods in a chriſtian Nate, | 

5. By preventing the ſpreading and growth of corrupt DoRrine and he- 

F 3 retical 
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retical Opinions: I confels it is not eaſie to hit the joynt in this controverſs 
yer for the ſacisfaRion of their minds, that miy need or deſire, [ ſhall 24 
venture to ſay ſomething co chis queitisn,and that in this order, laying down 
ſome propoſitions that may by degrees lead unto a mret. concluſion abou: 
Toleration or Suppreſlion of diftering Opinions : tor ſome men will cal 
char Religion Herelie, in which good Chriltians are bound to worſhip the 
God of their Fathers : Therefore all chat for merly hath, or at preſent doth 
p=ſs up and down the World under che name of Hereſie, Schiſme or corrupe 
Doctrine, is not without due ground, ſo to be judged a! d condemned, | 
ſh«ll not here entertain you with any ſharp inveGtve, or declaiming again 
a boundleſs toleration of all Religions, lealt ir ſhould be an infinuation; tha 
ſoine here preſent are inclined thac way, Which 1 believe there was never any 
occalion given to ſuſpect, 

1, In the fir(t place therefore, 1 ſhall lay down this as an. uudoubted Py 
fition, that it is ſcarce poſlible to give any general rule about Toleration,tha | 
will ſuit with all times and places, but much muit be left co the prudence and 
diſcretion, and religious care of Civill Rulers, A weak body, a5-ſome have 
ſaid, ought nor to ſuff r that our of charity to another which a {tronger my, 
and it may as truely beſaid, that a (trenger reed not to ſuffer that which | 
weaker muſt, which ſome ſay, was the caſe ot Holland, with the reſt of the 
ured Provinces, who have ſoftened the ſharpneſs of all differences «hou 
Religion found in other places fo troubleſume, by a more general freedone 
for the ex:rciſe of differing Religions, or diflering perſwaltons about Chri 
ſian Religion, or conaivance at them, then orher States judged meet, that 
rhey might thereby gain the more hands to trengehen themſelves againl 
their common Enemies. | 

The rule given by ſome others, that whatever may eonli(t with theinterel 
of Religion and ſafery of che Commorn-wealch, is too indefinite : For if the 
Civil Rulers will ſay that then ic is not ſafe to allow any to diſſent from the 
publick profeſſion eltabl-ſhed by Law, what ſhall become of the weak and 
mfirme, they mult of necc ſit: y be driven to ſuffer ſhip-wrack of their Con- 
ſciences, and of their lives and eltates, it being impollible that all Conſcience 
can quietly ſubmit to the Religion of the ſtate, Doubtieſs as much tender- 
neſs as may ſhould be uſed our of pity to the infirmities of mens underſtand: 
ings, ſeeing in many things we ſin or offend all. That golden Rule lid 
down by our Saviouris of excellent uſe if it were attended, Alteri ne fire, 
&c. to do no otherwiſe to others then we would they ſhould do to us if ve 
werein their condition, And indeed it may ſeem not only unchriſtian, but 
very unreaſonable, to deny that to others which our friends and our ſelves 
have, or may deſice, or need trom others, a ſpecial Law of Humanity roward 
firangers was given by God co the Children of iſracl, from the —_—_ 
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of what had been their own caſe in Egypr before, : 

3, Such Opinions in DoRrine, or profeſſions and praiſes in Religion, as 
xreatcended with any foul praRical evils a5 mo!t Herefies have been, ought 
to be prohubiced by publick Authority, and che broachers or fomenters of 
them puniſhed by penal laws, according to the nature of the offence, like 0- 
ther fruirs of the Al:ſh, God never appointed a SanQuary for Satan, nor 
Ciy of Refuge for preſumptuous off:nders, As Joab was caken from the 
Horns of che Altar, whether he was fled, fo ler all ſuch heretieal tranſgref- 
fors, that fly for refuge co che Alcar of their Conſciences , ſceing their pra- 
Ales and Opinions argue rather ſearedneſs, then tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and therefore ſuch weeds jultly deſerve the exerciſe of his power to root 
them up chac bears not the Sword in vain, The deeds of che Nicholaicans, 
erery good Chriſtian, be he an head or member of che Chriſtian (tare, ought 
to halt, and endeayour che extirpation of ſuch roots of biccerneſs ouc of che 
Girden of God. 

3. AryD Atrine undenyably tending to the diſturbance of the civil Nate, 
ought to be ſuppreſſed, and the publick prof: ſiion, yer by civil Authorir 
ordidden, and the d:ſobedient ro be proceeded apiinit, as wholfome an 
nee: Laws provide in ſuch caſes, for Sls populi oft ſaprema lex, the ſafery of 

tte people is the ſupream Law our Saviour neicher preached nor praifed fe- 
(tn, no more ſhoulJ any of his followers : his command was to give un- 
to God the things that are Gods, and to render co Ceſar the things chat are 
Celars, Mat, 22.21. Therefore for all known incendiaries in Church or 
lace; ſuch as are che J-ſuites, Munſterian Anabaptiſts, Wolves in Sheeps+ 
caathing, Devils in humane ſhape, who ever plead:d for their e.emption 
Fom penal Laws, bur tho e tha: are, or would, if they mighr be like unto 
tiem, Likewiſe all ſuch'as expoſe the religion profeſſ:d by the countenance 
of publick Authority to vu!gar contempt may j1u(tly fall under the ſamz con» 
demnativr ; concerning theſe as well as the tormer, I may fay to the civil Ru» 
lers of the Country as David ſaid to Solomon, in another caſe, Thou art 3 
Wiſe man, and knowelt what thou oughteſt co do unto them, 1 King. 2.g. 

4. For ſimple Hereſie, or misbelieving any truth in Religion, though fun» 
Umenta\, if :0t ſeditiouſl y or Blaſphemouſly held fer;h, there ſeems neicher 
rule from the word of God, nor reaſon from the nature of the ching, why 
ny ſhould undergoe capital puniſhment, Nor doth it appear to be the judg- 
ment of the beſt Proteſtant Writers, that they ſhould be ſo proceeded a- 
panſt, They that defireto underſtand more of this SubjeQt may peruſe the 
any. of the moſt judicious Profeſſors of D.viniry inthe famous U tiver- 
ayes of Proteſtant Nations, whither Lutheran or Calviniſt, 25 m iy be ſeen 
in the Commonplaces & Diſputa:ions of Gerrard, V-otius, ANeſius and 0+ 

8, Ine Lawin Dewq, 13, will not reactiche caſe, which ſceras to reſpeR 
Apoſta« 
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Apoltzcy or Bluſphemy rather chen bereſy ſimply conſidered, Yer, as onf 
{aith, men caonoi be too cautelous ard wary how they make others in thi 
damrable Series ſeriorſly and ſolemnly profeſiing the contrary, yea by ex 
perier.ce it hath commonly bcen found that ſuch proceedings have in the 
iſſue tended more to the adyamage of errour, ard prejudice of truth then 
oth erwiſe., 

The Magdeburgenſes and Ofiander tell us in their centuryes, what was 
the ſucccls of copiial puniſhment ir fl Red upon the Priſciilianites, bac ration 
be iſis Lec magis cor frrmata, quam extinta fwuit AS they ſpeak out of Salpivius 
Severss,ic, that Heiclie (111; ſelf abominable & odious enoug") was racher 
confirmed then extinguiſhed hereby : ſome have chought there hath bcen 
no better «ff & of che ſune courſe in following times, ad gudicium ſangus 
ni, ſaid Lu:her, twrritzes (um, ctiam bi meritum abundat; Luther wanted ro 
kervour 2g4inlt falſe dot: ine, yet was flow to conſent to ſanguinary puriſh- 
ment, {eſt occshon bz raken thereby in following times co ſlaughter tte ins 
nocent theep of Chrilt, as came to paſs amonglit che Jewes of old, and ſince 
amoig toe Paplits, Yer notwithſtanding there is no doubt but che ail 
power may and ought co non-licenciate him that ſhall cake upon him as 4 
Phy ficran to preſcribe ro the people poy ſonous D-ugs inſtead of wholſonce 
food or pyitck, although they may not puriſh him chat ſha'l declare tra 
to be {us 0pini 1n, unleſs be off:1d che Lawes by his ir regula: manner of (0 
doing, D-ubtleſs they chat ace nurfirg Fache: s of their people, ought 3s 
well co prevent poyſon as to provide b:ead for them ; which ſeerns to beall 
thac was intended C the authoricy of te Countrey in the Laws formerly 
made againſt Hereticks, If che owner or ke eper of the Vineyard ſh.]! mike 
athorn hedge abouc it, if any man by violerce breaking in, ſhall wound or 
deftroy bimlelf, where will che blame be tound,initF«m that made the Hedg 
ſharp and ſtrong, or in them that attempred without lcave violently to break 
in? Thoſe hereticks, ſaich Voe:ius, that ſhill deny the fundamentals of 
the Chriſtian Re! gion, Arrians and Socimans, Conventus eorum nec publici, 
nec privato-publici ſunt ferendi, if with publ ck ſafery they may be for bidd:n, 
Their religion,as he ſpeaks beirg litt]- butter then refined Mebumitacalne, 
direQtly tending to tte deftrvution of ſou's, 

It was a notab'e Stretogem Amphilectins uſed to convinceTheodoſius the 
Emperour, of his duty in ſupprefliog 1.e Conventieles or meetings of the 
Artians, The good Biſhop reiulcy :6 ſi\rte the Emperours ſon,newly alld 
created Ermyervur, w! ich TheodoFus bis facher caking ill, as if be had ſor- 
gorren Þis /ury, whereupon, the ſaid Amphilochius returned upon him with 
theſe words, © es, [mper ator quam agre ignominiam filii twi patiart, m0 
* 2620 illit, qui tn ilom in'-ltant,vhrmenter (uecenſes : creaert igitur wiki ve 
lim, kujus TVniver fitatis Keitorem Denim, £05 qui Contra filtun ſunm _— 
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i Ly vunt wy B!iſphemias, itiaem deteſtan i tt tangnam ingrator erga Strvatorem 
% o Patron: ſunm 940 proſeqgut, 1.e, Thou ſceit O Emperour, how bard! 
«hoy 27e able £0 dear the reproach 4012 to thy ſon, yea thou ar! vehemer!” 

« ty offen&<4 with thera tizar inſult over Lim, I would have you believe 1. 
*thor Gd che Ruler of chits Univerſe dorh in 1 ke manner deteſt them thi... 
# neck Blaſpnemies againlt his only begocten ſon, and Corh hate them as 
jery ung"areiull to ther Saviour ard Deliverer, Whereupon the Empe= 
rour torehwich enacted a Lew, that forbad any afſ<mblyes ſhould de held by 
the herericks, 

5. Inthe lat p/1ce, for thoſe Opinions which are inconlt lent with the 
rub of Religion, «nd power ot g 1El:nefs, a11d where thoſe that profets them 
my! C12r1.y be ſuppoſed to fave in them i941 Dit, as Calvin, vr aligrid 
Carit;, as Racer Was won to [1y, the caſe is fir otherwiſe, For thy ey - 
wu'd not boGundertiood ty pled for a Toleration of the leaſt evil, (lor all 
error 1511 Ic Belt a irate of che trtk tin, ad part of the curſejany furcher then 
rac flip req os efhere th wild b: iangliowance made for kiymine infir mir 
te; ds rate of tmperic tion, That which is waiting ſayes Solomon, 
G17 be nuind'td, 45 thac Witichis covked cannot be made ftraight, 
\txay there ray 100 be an indu'gence, 0* connt/.4ice ar them thit in ſom? 
Pays (10) fun i meacei) may not b{ Catar pu rfual id of Cietruch of every 
fraproiell:d or prat ff dinthe R I19N eb t, as to joyn With 0- 
PESH a ound tots of 9th, being in o:h:r refpets orderly. and 
Keadie, hat 4ctice £0. 8 2: (hp God iccord 39 tirijr 2wne perſwaſion, 
Ug-ritind na Poul way permitr 4 cod veil quielly in his owne hired 
we no douhe bu that the wor fb pped God, at cording to the Inſtirution 
6 ite Goſpel, A@.28 39, tor as dagiirotes and civ.ll Rulers ſhould 
« Gallo Ke, let CUM. 4 id CrrOur run LOBetiier T 4 r a e Cot ct it wn hk can, 
bither ſhou'Je'ty Gent like Rrain up all under there power to their 
ove meaſure, 35 !;o 1 1 them down to their owne ſize, as was ſaid of 
"rocruites, that ul 4 {3 to ded! with lis Guelts, It ſeems not equal to force 
41 0*0ers {0 KL! D Cur Pace, B les, they m2y be caought tO Cilpute under 
(09 muca Giladvartiyg -, when they Know 2il the Arpuments of their adverſa- 
nes will conciu:le in Forty whatfoever the medium :14y be, Or ro what end 
bou!f men þ- pur © pro luce eicher Scripcure or reaſon to confirm the Re- 
Lo:g9n tes pr ew, if T5 | 1£c0RuS \ C0 Tt ſayes our TH [ermnilan, they cin 
x0ect 10 Other Anſwer, cen from thie tXzcutioner or «flicer of Tullice. 

}. Thechicd ar 1is t b ant: ofthe Mag ftrates care about Relipion, is 
Wretrm re when tt is 9709 Co77up!, ar 15 in teddency therennto, 

[n CGeirinp 67 vc tt ned nor ttay 10718, th!s part of t heir power fo un- 
Cenighly tollovig 10 cihe ocbier £90 ex natirre res, To whom doth it 
4999 moce proputly £9 repar che houtz, then to them that ficit laid the 

founda- 
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Keundaion and ſt it np, As the firtt famous Kinge of Iſrael prepared th 
mater, and e-eR +4 the Teriple of Gor ar Teruſaicm, (o tize follow g King 
took it ro be ther Huy co 05 Pry a7] pucirtin order «gan, 

SMlom »:) Da” Aur AÞat a 45> ar anineet ay ſin tr em the « fice of the 
pricit190J, no re:fon can b- rendred wiy the K1:g8 and Pri: ces of vur tmey 
may rot do the | ke if ch- cale be the 1.me, or it tiiv 1-4 unworthinels be 
found 1n the pe (+15 of chem cer miniite ab wr Holy clings, Idolacry wiz 
ſuppreſf d by Aſa, [-hoſ.p'tuc, Hezekiah ad [tah, and the worſhp of God 
reitored co the firit Inſti ution. What hath been done by Chritban Empes 
rours and K 1g» in all tyrmer ages co our preſent dayes, iS well known by 
the H. tory of choſe times, by che Laws, Els and Con'ticucons left upon 
Record, en. d by thei po ver, Bur ſtill we muſt K-ep in our minds, har 
the pow:'r {2 e erced by che civil Magittrate, ſupre«m or ſubordinate, !$t9 
be und» food, camulative not privative, ſo they that take 1t t6 be (heir duy 
tO abu'tſh Carb licornm Hin archiam, doe notin the fhead ther eof ellablfh 
Politicornm {4,445 + U2z 2h mu't not meddle with the exetciſc of the 
Prie'ts vffice, a!though he may ard - whe co require choſe that enjoy ſuch 
oMices to per form their duty. AS Paul, or the Colloſſians may or ſhoulder: 
horc Arc! ippus to iu'l5'l the miniſtry be hath rec-ived in che Lord eo vull5l 
it The Magi'trate muy require, and comm ind it, and prevent che corruption 
of the Church, by removii.g ſuch, and ſubltitucing others in their roomand 
m:nmwrhted, 

2, Wearein the next plice ro conſider of the political concernments of 
thoſ: who are che Heals of Ifrarl, the whic't are of wo ſorts, Cirilor 
Alilitary. i, e. tiks care it be don? by them whom ic concerns, 

7. For the civil concernments of the Leaders in Iſrael, there are exipen's 
mn refcrence to :his as well as the former, that require muc't p uderce ard 
Sxill t& know what Iſrael ought ro doe in and about the ſame, 

There are two things princip illy 10 b2 attended here, 1, ſhe moders 
tion of the civil power to a due Temperament, 2. The fairkfull improve- 
ment of it for the pablick g10d, For the firit,ic is very rrue which a learnel 
per ſ1n obſer ves, that power isa | quor very apt to ove: fl «wv, j1 what veſſel 
foever ir 1s pur, unleſs it be cemp red with a dne prope” in of Wiſdome 
2nd G »0dnefs, and is apt though never ſo neceſſir y in 1t (elf, ro prove pet- 
nicious and de{iriuRive to them tha are evreerred init, It 18 (very odſcr- 
vable that God give Iſrael Laws, Judictsl as well as Ceremoniall, leaving 4s 
liccle as migh: be to the ar bt: iment of civill Rulers, And that hath been 


the continual cire of! p: udent Lav g1vers, tO abace the height of Sover aign- 
ty by a meet Temper amen: of ſome of the tnferiour Sor, 
Ephori at Sparca of 0d, the Trit-unes at Rome, and rhe Deleg it's of people 
in molt moGern Kirgdomes and vtates, as well as amongli our ſelves. = 
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| body by cheir pious and g ave examples, as well as by their prudent Coun- 
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| is noted by a very ju7cious Interpreter, that when the people of Iſrael 
would not be {4cisfi- d wichour a ki g. God ordered Samu-l to write the 
manner of the K no4dome in a Book. 1. Sam, 10,25. ** That is the fundamen- 
& 4] Laws of the Kingdome © temper Mona: chy with a hberty deficting 
*h1s0-v7e peo ple, and with «qui:y toward a Nation, Which ot its own fres 
« will did chuſe a K'"g, and wich a ben:gaity of Goverment of B: ethren of 
%the ſane rac?, to wichſtand the ahbule of an abſ»luce power, which che p'o- 
"ples blind detire might have cauſed the new K'1g to have rug into, As 
D.odite [5eak» upon that rex: : 
As for the improvem -nt of this power, the ticles given to ſuch Rulers in 
the Text, and other places of the Scripture, es a ſufficient intimatioad of the 
Guy of choſe chat are called co the exerciſe thereof, * 
As they are heads, ſo chey ought to go b:tore the members of the civil 


{:'s, and their juit and waolſome Laws ; for tis crue which one hath /ongams 
tr per precepta, breve & efficax per e xempla, examples of Rulers are always 
oſerved to rake more plice with their people chen their pre cprs. Po'teri.y 
vs much honour che p:e:y of him that lett a goo4 parern of honeſty or 
bury, as they will the wiſgame of him char left a good b »1y of ju t and 
0ulaws, And ſome Prirc:s have inherited the ticl- and ſurname »f god 
n{beral, as we!l as for other” perfetions of wiſdome or jultice, I his 
ky alſo15 morefruicful in the propagating and increaling virtues, Autor «if 
Atirym conſrquentinm, FD bonrum yi! wquit exemplums, As on the orher hand 
1epeare apt to b< lexvered 4nd hardened in vice by the evil eximple of 
br Governours, Have any of the Rulers belizved on him, as they ſpeak 
| '\n? you k10w David would not yield co an unequal Diſtribucion of 
be bady, alihouph cher-by gr a er advantage might have accrued co his 
071 perſon, by which {cif deny i g example, fo g»0d a cultome, or Pandr g 
Wn [fraei bad its fir (i or'pinal, We know alſo how much beneh: hath 
Moxed fuch Ex mples 'n Neh-miah and achers, who have been a mens 20 
PW ke ocher 5 29 the like ws of poodnefs and ch :riry by their praftices, 
They are as Þ/[ars char uphold che Foundation of che flace, wich in 2 
enſc my be {ai ! ty he built thereon, David complains of the d {Þ lution of 
i tarin theſ umes, before he was cailed to bear up the pillars of ir, Ru- 
ed if they are brilc like arches, rhar claſpin all round rogerher, the 
"re weight there is 111d 12 »n them, che ti-mer chey i1tand, buc berg diſunt- 
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ma not joyrted i» well rogether, they we«ken che authority of e. ch uther 
: haſten the rum Ti li whol- It was na-ed of [hemittocies and Arif- 


a rave wes. {ad i heir private quarr«1+ at home,' har when they were 
-97010 por Pb! c fer v C4, they never corried chr p.rticula; co tefl's 
Jvd the buu.ies ut {tir own Coun'ry : a commendable puicyy for 0+ 
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thers to imitate. who as they are cal'ed aiſv, Corner ſtones ought carefully 
to endeavour not only to keep up, bur unice the whole building together, 

They are the Warch. men ſet upon the Gates of Jeruſalem, to defer y dan- 
ger afr of, winc1 hath its truth in reference to c:vil Magiſtrates, as well as 
ipitius! Wa ch-m-n, by the conſent of the b-it In: e; Preters, 

ir i$rothlate tos ve falſe Alarms, beciuic ic ry ven TI ONES tn be 
LC 1815 "Cgardet ; ROT YET LO ove 211 UNCeriuln fou ud, 107 WN9 L:1eN Can be 
prepared tor the Bitrele yet 1:1 ſuch caſesa godiy jealoutic ſhould not be 
compiuned of, 11 2 Watch-mian hall cry an Eremy, when 2 1: 111d comer, 
he ought more to be commended for Ins care, then blamed for |.: cri our, as 
fome have ſaid, 

They are nurting Fathers co Iſrae!, and Phyliti.ns to Gilead, i is che «ice 
of the head, nt only to prevent the evill char may b-fail the ocher menibers 
of the body, but alſo ro heal it : And therefore they malt be enduzd with 
much parter-ce to bear with the ftrowardneſs of thoſe to whom they ſta-d (y 
related, Neitier mult they heal the wound fl ghcly, for fear of the ſmart, 
tor ſometimes it will fall our that 1mpations enrotans eruielem facit medicim, 

They are Law-givers, to preſcribe whoifome Lawes and R::les of Living, 
the Fountains of Juſtice, whence Now he itreamcs that refre% and mace 
fruitfuil che heritage of Ira), Yea, Aariftr.tns e/t arimdte Tix, a Ruler 
iS a living Law, Joe Law, ſayes oe, 1s an heart without af. on, a nin! 
wichour p4iiltn, a treaſurer to keep what, we have, and 3 fieward to Ctr 
bute what we cunht to have, Bur it had need b» conſidered that the life 
and virtue 0! Lawes lyes in tter ex-.cucton, therefore the making of more 
Laws then nced or C44 he execuced, may weaken the au-horiy of chem tit 
are? force, and nece{liry to be attended, Yea it is found by expeiencethit 
l-nity in the «<x-ca.15g of Lives ts more hurctull ther ſeverity, The dc 
wey to keep an inftrument in gaod rune, is to leave the {trings upon a ſha y) 
they being nanrally apt 0 fallut chem telives, And mankind is contioul ly 
bent to declining, And Policaans ule tro account viola ton of Lawes, not 
ſ. hariſull as non-execution, In thus fence be cha; 1s flociiul in his wors 
is brocher to him tha: is a preat Walter, Prov.18 9, | 

They are Lords, as weii as Law-givers, Nutiung more tru'y denor'ng 
Lordſhip,then a power to give Lawes, No d«bc is rrere july due then 
Homage rridure tO the Lords of a peop!e, whic' if it were Þ ec'y pats, reed 
nor be exa&t-d, where we are required to render to God che TUNES Lt 
are Gods, 11tie fame clauſe it is added hkewife, to Cefar tlie things 0d de 
Ceſirs, Ye: theiefs of the dead fly of covecouſreſs that is found 11 re 
oynrinent, the mare precious will the favour therev? be found, A! iſe Ct 
z-1n of Genoa? once told an Agent of the Duke of Milliyn, to whom 2 
eta? tliey 07 Grnoa were Sudjects, that they ſhouid deal with thetr 21195" 
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ries, as men uſe te doe wicththe herb Bzil, which being gently ſtroked, yields 
a pleaſant ſavour , bur bi g prefiled, ſends forth an unſavour y ſmell. "Sp 
in fine, riey are Gods, whoſe wiſdome and goodnels they ought to 1mM1t- 
rate as well 25 tis power ; He by his wiſe providerce maintains a ſweet 
pariguny in £24 1whote world, though mate up of contrary Elements , all 
wh nocwichi andy ce and cor cord is milntained in the univerie, by a 
wile and CUT ENPET AIC. ot thuſe ſ[zvecd! qualities, 

There need be 6 cx: enquiry nyo the crocchets of this or that perſons 
particul:r far c!, fo icy be ordered to Keep tn tune with their Companions. 

[hereis 2 10.vn in Germany called Mind 'n, which the Hyitory cf that 
Country teils rs, it 1 ecuived its name, from 2n agreement in that plice be- 
wist the Emp: rour and ſome of the neig"bour Princes ; che name hg1ty- 
(ng mize and thine, It were well for tlie Chri:tan wor 1d it there had bcen 
an occaſion to buaiid more ſuch I1k- Cities ; but this iron age hath bzen more 
ſucc-1>ful, or racher fatal in pull nz down the 0d, then in building up new 
Cities, Ic were the preſage ot hippy times at hand, if once there were a 
god agreemen: eſtabliſhed between che power of the Rulers, and liberty of 
thcic $ubj<s, thar neither might encreafſe upon the others rites and liber- 
wes, Thus much of che civil aff.irs relating to the Heads of 1frael, 

2, Inhe lecond place, the Military concernments of Ifract call for no 
lttle prudence 47d $k1!l, Comerimes as much (treſs and difficulty is found here 
3511 the former, Intricalies may be fo tater woven, that it may prove very 
Ghcuit to k 10w what Iſrael ovphc ro do, The Churchis fumetimes come 
pared co ally among Thorns, there will need Gloves of iron to handie 
iuci thorns and prick ng Bry4rs, Theſe may want alſo as well courage to 
know how, 45 wiſdome ty know what to do, Dolus as virtus---- yea fome- 
times God may be provok-d to vex a people wich all adverſity, He may 
rae ſvc'? a tempeit in a N :tion, a5 both head and Members may be at their 
wits end, not knowing whar co do. Hence it hath been found in former 
tmes, that no manner of perſons ever gained moreintereſt in the hearts of 
P-vple, then thoſe chat tave manfully undercook, and ſucceſsfully accom- 
piſh:d their way, Gideon is a Judge by Gods EleRion, and might have 
d.ena King by che peoples bur David muſt be a King by the call and conſent 
0: both, In former tumes, none were Kings but ſuch as had been Captains, 
they b-ing accounted che fitteſt to govern a People in time of peace, that had 
leathem, or ſave.l them in time of War, That valiant atchievement of 
Saul againſt the Amonites reconciled him to all his People with the highe& 
degree of acceptunce, and itopped the mouthes of all the Sons of Belial char 
were opened againt [;;m, at his firſt calico the Kingdome, Yet will it be 
found a truth, what chic wart ke people of Rome were wont to ſav, Paryi 
junt forit arma, niſs ejt conſilium demi, 1 ſhall only therefore bere crave 
3 leave 
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leave to commend ſome confideracinas tw your acceptance on this account, 
as are 0dvi0us to them that have had the lea;t acquainteace with the ſacred 
Ryltory, 

1. ltis never ſafe co take a Dop by the ears : ſo Sol1man tells us, Prov, 
26. 17. thatis eo meddle wich ag ugnceff.ry firite, or b g.na War without 
juit ground, This is one part of the po ver of the Sword, which as the 
M«:pi|tritc brarech notin vain, fo neucher matt be take 1c in vain, tor he that 
fo tak-t'1 che Sword, as our Saviour fpraks, Mar.26.52, miy expect to pe- 
riſh by the Sword : there is nothing more nec-fl «1 chen ſelf prefer vation; 
and ou: friends as our Country are parc of our folves, Nocis 4R.al con- 
federation alwayes neceſl:ry tor tiking up Arms 1n the beh.ÞIt of our 
friends, as appears by che ln{tarc- of Abravam and Lor, yer had chere need 
be preat care had, that an uanecella'y war d: not undercoken, for the War 
is 0:1 one (ide an batnous evil or Murder, on buch its a Judge m-nr, 

2. War oupht not to be made wi:hout good advice, Prov. 20.18, & 24.6, 
which is to be underitood as well of the minagiag, «as of che hirit engaging 
ioa W.r, Johah by ovzr haity reſylves engages tinſelf and tus pevpie in 
a fatal War, w'ich proved the ruine of both, Tis cruc, when 4 Nati in or 
people are ripe for aj 1dgment, God doth judicially bring it upon them, yer 
according to the mediate cauſility, it may be che !mprudenc. es, indiſcretion, 
and want of Faich in Gods prouuſes, noc asking c-unfcl ar Gods Oracle,that 
may be the immediare cauſe, David though ne tad alwayes managed hi 
war with the grearteit ſucceſs, yet he may ſeem rhe mo't :merous warriour 
in the World, but it was from an holy fear , he n-ver 4aring co enter or te 
gina Battel where he was not ſure of God to be ts Second, or rather lis 
Leader, Therefore we finde that he mide moreuſe of Gods Ephod, then of 
G liahs Sword. Gideon thoug\ in G »ds account 4 migh:y Man of valour, 
Ye: to his own ſenſeſcems a very feariul and weak min, becauſe his depene 
G4rce was upon Gods word, more then his own valour, 

3, Cf r violenceto no man, Luke, 3 14, a neceflary rule for all men of 
warre tO wa'k by, ſo then we mutt not d»ve wronge to the innocent b2 they 
Indians 0” Enrghſh, Devid was 11 4 cem3{4tto doe wronge © the 110- 
cent in Nab ils family, by having the ſo d in his han f, bur he bl 1:4 God 
for the alvice ſent h1m in the mouch of a woinn, which prevented his ua- 
ſhcathing ir «g:inſi the innocent, 

4. Let r.ot hm car putterh on his harneſs boat himſelf as he that p'''s 
iroff r.K-n75.29.10.11, It is not the wifelt way to divide the Bears *kin, 
bety: e the b :4r be K lled, They chat GVErCaOMmE hefore C1cy b-g:n [0 hg't, 
never may have C aſc to haall of -heir vit wy, U »:5n SIT us 1{.oughts the 
f:d luſſes and f] wughter that Fave befain 14s poor Connirey, tn the pretenic 
warre, can bc tuipucce to..o.ling mute hen co cie contermp. of cur ent 
mics 
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mies, 0” overweening thoughts of our owne $kill and courage. It is never 
od to deſpiſe a ſmall enemy, 2 

[er them that undertake a Watt ny! fir down and count whither they 
cn with cen ihovfind, deal wich them th-t come againſt nem With tventy 
mhouſand. Lobr. 14.31. Tac lfaclices to the w lderneſs, and the Jewes 
in [:remiat's vn WH aceds |tand it out with their enemies, ard try the bat» 
tel, when they h.ive rether prom-ſe nor probabilicy of ſucceſs, The advice 
which oac2 Herennius in Itoly gave to his Country-men is ve! y confſt- 
d:rable, che ſubitar ce of whic' was that :hey ſhould deal courteouſly wich 
theis enem es (me of whom they had at char crime in ih. ir hands) if they 
feared .h:y might not ſafely deitroy the m,and tl ereby draw upon themſelves 
the hatred of a pzople too ha-d for chem, Somet:me* i: miy he much berter 
tack Counſel at Abel, and end the matter wichout bloud, then to ler the 
you men (as Abners phrale 1s) ply with the ſword, which may prove bit- 
terneſs in the end, Sometimes a viEtory will ſcarce countervail the charge 
9: the hazzard and d fi. ultyes it may be eccompa Hed with, which made a 
Vince once return this forrowtuil reply ©» one chat did. congea ulate his 
ViRory, that ſuch an o:her would have undone hm. Such 1s the ſolemn 
Dienſarion of God to our ſelves in the preſcnt warr with the Indians, 
*t we muſt ſay, the God © our Salvarion harh not anſwered us. but by ter+ 
rible ehings in r'ph. couineſs, And we may commend it to poſtericy, as ſomes 
times was (4id by the Hiiturian, alto ſanguine ac vulncribus ea 2 38oria ftetit 
ie, we mult write up ir, that our viRvryes have coſt us much blood and 
miny wonhds, But the Almg ity the Lord of Hoſts can turn New-Eng- 
lands B oxi inc0 4 Benjamin, wich be grant for Hs mercyes ſake, 

6. Wiſdome is berter then we-pons of warr, for wiſdome delivered the 
cy when the [t-enget of the In) b rants foiled, And wifdome wil dire@t when 
theiron is blunt. [94d defer vel ro be ciptain more tor his conduet then 
his com age, though he were not Cefe tive in the latter, Ad may it not be 
ſai! of many of our you. g n.en, that have to ſad'y fallen by the edge of the 
Svord of late, that it was for want of ſomething elſe, more then for 
lack of conrage. 

It being obſer ved eminen-ly ho-v the old inmate valonr of che Engliſh na- 
tion ſtill ves in their p ofte: 1ry of wh ch Comes once fad, that there was 
n9 nation more g-eedy of Burl, n.r more impatient ef delays that way 
th-nthe Engliſh. 

As Arrows in the hand of a mi»hry man, ſ»- are Children of rhe yourh, 
fays the Pſalmiſt. pl1l. 1 27,4. and i e prophet Zech. 9. 13. {peaks of filling 
the how wb Ephr. m,00+ the ro. fon why the Arruw m:{T $s che mar k. moit 
uſually is, in 116: rak'ng right ame, Or in not ſendi! g forth the Ar» 
row wich meet ſirengih, Yar Child en biefſed be God, have not been afr aid 

| > 
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to ſpeak with the Enemy in the Gate, yer hath death ſtrangly found them 
unawares, not allowing them liberty to bid defiarce to their Enem.es, ſhel- 
tered by the covert of the woods, while themſelves lay in open view of 
danger, 

7. Looking up to God, whois the Lord of Hoſts, he turns the ſcale of yi- 
ory tO which (ide he pleaſes, He taught Davids hands to War, ard bis 
fingers to fight, he was a man of War t:om his Youth, experienced in ll 
fears of Arms, difficulties of Wars, hazard of Batel, and danger of fecrer 
Ambaſhments, yer was he alwayes ſearful of encountring uacil he ſaw God 
marching betore him in the head of his Army, 1 Ch-9n, 14,15, He was de- 
figned of God to cut down the Trees of the Wilderneſs that overſhadowed 
the Vine broughc out of Egypt, which never thrived nor became very fruit- 
fal cill-Davil had the pruning of it, or the drefiing of the Ground when it 
was planted, 

Thoſe thit are Leaders of Iſrael, whether in things Civil or Military, 
have need of one other pit: alſo b-tides wiſdome and courage, ard fatch in 
Gods promiſes, ve., Pariznce, that at:er they have done the will of God, 
and ferved their Generat on, they may expeR cheir reward from God, and 
not from men, Dvid io found it that vpn every occaſion his people were 
ready entier ro fall from him, or aria aginut him, which made him blufs God 
for knen ns him from the itrivings and tumu!lrs of rhe prople, as well a3 


from the ragins of his Enemies ©; ririt, ſaid Luther, firnum ejt in q: { 
Set orig jrcula divigit. PA atiftratts are as the Butts again? which St 
tan c:ſts all bis Arrows, However, it is their duty ro continue conſtant 1n 
rbeic ſervice ; endif they, after all their labour, and difficulties. and t1.izirds 
of all forts, wherein they may have vencured their lives far for the good of 
others, they come to be crowned with Thorns in!tead of Laurel, lt 1s no 
more then what the chief Captain of our Salvation underwenc betore them, 
But thu* mach may ſuffice {or the ſecond Branch ot tie Application, reſpet- 
ins ſuck as may be calied v0 ſupply che place of heads in [irael, 

3, Therhird and lalt rep: R) the people in general, or who ever areas 
SubjeR3 under the care and condutts of the heads in rac), to all of whom 
I may ſav, in che words of our Sauiour, Luk. 10.37, 79 & do you livewile, 
H-reis a compl-a: pacernin the; Text, Do youu all fay as Huſh (aid, F13 
and theirs will we be whom Gol and tus peapie, by ri1's dayes Election ſh«ll 
con ina in,or cl{:nw the place of Gover nmerit in this our Tribe, God in "1s 
Providence hach ina way of ſubordination calt you unger the charge Gt fucl 
hezds, as have underitanding of the times to know what Iſrael ought to 00, 
the wierence 15 bolt yer y COgent, & Very Nati «l, be you at rhew coOmmine, 
You are called to do,not Gi ipute ithe lawful commands of them who are over 
you in the Lord,znd that by your own choice, A notable General once goig 
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aut of Rome, and making 4 ſpeech to the people, as the miner thenvas, 
j-fore his departure our of the city, among other things told chem, char if 
py of them thought themſelves wiſe enough to manage the warre, they 
ould goe along wich him co afli't him by their countel, or elſe rule? their 
ngues ar home, for he ſhould manage things not ic may be, to their ex- 
petation, but as he ſaw occalion, Itis obſervedin the hittory of ehe Al n- 
riſhing Commonwealth of the Romanes, that much of their ſuccc fs could 
b- aſcribed to nothing more, undec the overruling hand of divine providence 
then the {ri diſciphne and obſer vation of order amongtt item, both G- 
vilinche Common-wealch in time of peace, and mili:ary ebrcoad in the time 
of warre, One repores of a Souldier unter Auguſtus, that in the profe- 
cution of a b:t: le, being about to fliy one of his enemies that then was in 
his power, hearing 4 recreat ſounded, forbore, uling theſe words, malm + 
beire Duci, quam vccidere Hoſtem, accounting the glory of obedience to his 
("mmander greater then that of victory over his enemy. Here were a 
lrge fild to expactare in if time and ot'ier occaſions would give leave to 
che diſcourſe run on that ſndjcR, but confidering in regard of the preſent 
Wreſs of the war that hach lyen ſo long upon us, that ſomethirg may 
)- expeRe | from me on that account, ether to ſearch after the cauſe, wiy 
this great evill is come upon ns, 07 by proponnding forethirg by way 
Crem-4y, 1 (hsll in the next place apply my ſelf ro ſpcak ſome:tung as God 
ul ali?, chat way, 

Tae tim was not long fince,that wein New England might have (zid with 
ſb, the eye eh4t ſaw us, whither of triends or fo:s, was ready to bleſs us,or 
ey our proſperity, and might be ready ro ſay as Bilam ſometimes dig, 
(ven bis eyes were opened) as the beholding of the cab rnacle of God a- 
nongt us, ia the midſt of che Srandards of our four waited Colonyes, en- 
amping round abour, How goodly ave thy tents O f acob, and thy T abernacles 
0 lſrarl? Serely there us mo divination againſt 7 acob nor (ncbantment againſt 
{ral When the Candle of God fhined upon our head, by whoſe light we 
Wed throng' da-kneſs, We waſhed our ſteps with butter, and the rock 
ſoured us ou. rivers ot oyl, as Job ſpeaks, When God firſt brought this 
"ne oue of another 1411 where i: m:ghe be mach overſhadowed, he caſt out 


| te hexthen, and p'anted ir, he cauſed ir to rake deep root, aad it was ready 


Pill the la 1d; the hills b<g ito be covered with the ſhadow of it,its boughs 
b*p1n to look like g20d ly cedars : it might bave been (aid in ſome ſer-ce, that 
Feſent our b+ughs to the Seas, and our branches to the rivers: But now 
We may take up the Lam-nation following, Why are our hedges broken 


| bun, and the wiid boar out of the wood doth waſte it, and the wild beaſt 


vt of the field doth d:-vour it ? It is burne wich fire, it 18 cur down, we pe- 
ſha the rebyke of his cyuncenance; yet is he ghe Almighty,we have looke 4 
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up to him to betiold and viſit this vine, but he ſeems not as yet willing to look 
down upon us, he ſeems only to look on, no: willing to engage in our quar- 
rels, a$ 2 Way-faring man that rurns alide for a night, as a mighty man that 
Cinnor fave, May we no: expoſtulate furcher with the Pſalmiit, The hea- 
ten ace come into thin? inkericarce, O God, The dead bodyes of thy Ser- 
Vants, fome of tiem have chey given to be meat to the fowles of heaven, 
the i: th ofthy ſervants co 2 baits of the earth, Their bloud have they 


ſh*d {ike won — of and th: is 7. MMCEto buy y them. How lovg Lord, wilt thou 

de avory for ever, fhvll thy 5-lotie barn like fire before thou puur thy 
Wy 0701 He bearhen that Gave not, 21d will not know che, nor call upon 
Wy Nom? 2 How itch the Lord covered our Sion with a cloud ia his ar- 
£9-p,.1 


, 19: many men and women here preſent miy ſay, weare the men and 
14 women, the perſons that have leen afti;Rion by the rod of his wrath, 
Here is ore like 61d Jacob ready to lay, his gray hairs will be brought down 
with ſorrow to the grave, and that he ſhall go mourning thirher after the 
ehildren of his old age, There is another with Rachel, weeping and will 
not 52 coraforted, becauſe her clvlren are not ; they are gone into captivity 
never to return, or removed iat9 the other world by the ſword of the ere- 
my. Do: no mary an one lic ſolicary in widdowhood, that before might 
take mucl conent ia the husband of her yourh, that now of the children 
watch they brou- hc into the world, have none to take chem by the hand, 
Surely attlition 45h not ſpring our of the duſt, nor doth trouble ariſe out of 
the ground + 1 belefs here is ſome root of bicterneſs, whence this Gall & 
wormwq0d of af! Rim hath proceeded, Afcer this and that time of ſeek- 
ing God, we looked for d:liverance, and bchold trouble came, Many (ad 
troub'es have butaln us in former years, and no'v one of the ſoreſt is come 
apon us, the Sword, and that of a cruel enemy, wich uſes not to be-drawn 
vpon Gogs owae pevp!e till leff:r chaltiſemencs have proved ineffeQtua), But 
ſome may ſay for what great evill is iz, that God hath thus changed his hand 
ww.rd us, and what may be the cauſe of this great Anget ? 
I (hall offer my thoughts ina few words, 

1.In theficit place I can preſume none refl-& upon the contirution of our 
Goverment, exher in Church or State, Wiſe Maſter-builders have laid the 
foundation of the Building, a b:tter who can delire to be laid, eirher for the 
liberty ofthe people, or juſt power of them chat rule? Were not our foun- 
dations lid wich Saphyres, and our ſtones with fair colours ? Was notthe 
patern in ihe mount, the rule that was attended in the laying of our plat- 
form of Order ? Was there any Temptation upon the minds of them that 
were concerned in that work to ſwerve there from to the right hand 
or to the lefr, Or if ay difpofirion, or the leaſt inclination had been diſ- 


cerned that way, had you not power to have laid thoſe aſide & placed _ 
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their room and Read ? Much might be (1d here if there were 1 | 
2, [f you enquire into the ſucceſſi91 of our [.:aders, and ſ2ccanturiotion 
of (dz perſons called r2 ſupply che roam of them thier having feryel rnecw 
eration, are now fallena !expinthe lord. Have they rot Ard Accor» 
ding £0 former principles, and ſhewed the (3am: ſpi it of Fight ans Hol! cls 
7.1] for G»1s glory and purity of worſhip, the ſime love ro God ard (48 
wayes e Have they builc hay or ſtubble u20n the Found.ttive; former! hard? 
[c hach alwayes been che aumour of thoſe chat follow ro be reazy tO COM 
{iin of the preſent ag? wherein they live, which Solomon checks a5 proceeu- 
ing from want of judgment, Feelef.7.10.Thou enquireſt not willy concer - 
ning his mitter, Every age doth not yield a David ror a Solomen, Yet it 
isobſer ved, things went well in Judah in Rehoboams time, 2 Chron. 12.12. 
ſo long as the ordinances were duty obſerved abon: Gods worſhip, g20d 
ju?gment and jultice executed, and in many of the Princes and peovle good 
things were found, Much more was this to be acknowledged in the reign 
of Aſa, and Jehoſapiar, though of them it might be ſaid, nan »wrllc de ſideran» 
we, yer they aimed ar rhe beſt parern in Sincericy, Their keares were per- 
{& vich the Lord ch-ir 5301, 2s was the heart of David their father, Polti- 
bi ſame upon every Clu and frown of providence 2g2in{t us, may be rea- 
(4th Sau! to 04:1 19: the Lot e2 be e217, and will be roo forward without 2 
ref. & Loc, to (iy ci» criſis mn Sint or in Jonathnn, or in the people. Oc 
elſe adde there is ſome A. Hit 12 the crimp. and Jonas in the Ship, that mull 
imm:diately h > in4 4c 4 L4critic 20 divine Jatitice, 15 they may miſconceive, 
We: mn} nor lye ft G 1d, and need beict-e nll wedoe no: entitle divine Pro- 
vidence to the mi t+kcs of v6ur rainds, an{ mike Goll ſpeak that by his provi- 
dence, which never enired into his heart, 0/7 many ourward changes if 1S 
moſt certain, tur we Can Know neither love nor hatred ther: by, Some men 
my be ready to {ay, there is coo much indulgence towards men of corrupt 
mindes, and ic is to b2 feared in ſome of our Rulers too. 1: is two to one 
if ſome doe not ſay the contrary, For we know what animadverfions have 
been mide by men of oth=r perſwaſtons, none had need give 2:1y occaſion to 
ſuch miſconit; uRions of Gods hand, by an ungrounded ſuing of times with 
events, Were: not a more probable v7zy for us to know our own duty, 
(tris th» ſureft vray to know the mind of God concerni1s our ſelves) and 
e194 rg lhe ir, letiing alone thoſe chings wherein poticblv we may not be 
ul of we, mine Forgetting therefore thoſ: things thi: are behind, as the A- 
POtle (p* 2k; fer us fer 'p 1 thoſe rhings that are before us, wherein we 
we all 19-o= 4791 var Hury, leaving the ocher to the deciſion of further 
ar and afer tins, Dos vt dirs revelabit, A divided larguage hindred 
tte builfing 6B b.!, and forced the undertakers to deſfiit, as the Pos t ex- 
prefl:s it, one ſayes mike tha; rope faſt, che otner lets ic fly, How then 
H, 2 can 
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can we conceive it ſhould tend to build up Sion. No doubt but an unguidet 
and indiſcreet zeal in many to promote, or profeſs their opinions in the mo} 
pablick manner, hath dore much mi'chiet i1 the world. And poſlib'y a like 
efrour to ſuppreſs them, by undue meanes hath done ſome, Lec no mans 
good be evyill ipuken of, PeraJvencure fome men mig h: have let fall their v- 
Pinions or errors, a5 the Irave | rq hid his cloak? if etiey had not been teg 
boiiteroutl; and rudely ſer upon by (her oppulices, If we ad cor bonun 
Lonftam, as on: fad of Swenbtcld, chough there want caput rigulatum (Cf 
ri, we ſhould not calt away the gold becaule of the drofſs mingled with it, 
Although they arein a preat error that oc of love to the wine, ſwallow 
down theereps after it, yet they are in a gre ater that refuſe the pood liquor 
becauie of the Lees in the bo:tome, The belt wheat hach its chaff, God may 
revel more of bis mind to thoſe that diff-r from us as well as to our ſelves, 
£0: {{ we but have patience ro wait hisgleiſure, And we ſhould the rather 
commi:erate the ictirmityes of other mens underſtandings, becauſe our own 
are not as yer arrived at perteion, So much modetty becomes every Chri- 
ilian, as not to condemn ail he doth not underſtand, ſo neither c9 call tor fice 
from hraven again{ any that may differ from him, Nor is every one to be 
taxed 2s a party in che caſe, that is not ſo forward as another to call for a G- 
vill {\ward, :0 end the controverſie, Pcflibly ſome in the world have alre 
dy experienced the verihcation of our Saviours words,in this ſenſe, they chat 
rake up the ſword ſhall periſh with che ſword, Paul cells us Rm, 14. 5 ,6. bt 
that keepeth or rega-dech the d3y,regard-th it to the Lord : He thac regaid- 
eth not the day to the Lord he doth not regird ir, All mens ,Conſciences 
are not enlightened in the ſame degree, Were ir not better ro debate che 
cxuſe with our neig{.bours, with thoſe we diſſent from, and not fo pe emp- 
torily to eatcle Gods rruch corhe privateapprehenſions of our ſe'y:s, of 
our one party, in ſuch caſcs where poſſibly the-whole truth is not reveale;; 
ſuch proceedings it may be, doe bue embolden difengaged ({ancers by to 
complain of both, as befell Beza & Eraſtus in their conteit about Lay-E'cers, 
4. It cenn:6t be denied but chat theſe corrupiions hive coo roo many & 
bounded amongſt us that uſually are concomitant, wich loop perc2 and out» 
ward profpericy, S:anding waters are more apt to corrip: a:d grow pl 
tril, The belt tempered blades are apt to abate of their evge2 by viſule ot 
to be eaten wich rult, Burt are nt ail (candalous evils been witr:< ſled agunt 
by Authori:y both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, by exeeuting wholſ{cme Laws, 
and Church cenſures : are not evil doers removed, that all Iſrael may Fear, 
and fear, to run inco preſumptuous evils e and are there not many bopeful 
buds ſpringing up among therifing Generation, on whom that bicſicd p'o* 
miſe, Iſai. 44. 3. begins to take place, I will pour my Spirit upon thy Serd, 
and my Bletting upon thy off ſpring, 1s there not ſound in them of or 
readine 
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uidel | readineſs to give up-themſclves to the work and ſervice of their Generation” 
Such as have off-1 ed rhemiclves willingly, and have not loved their lives. to 
L like | the death, You have had Preſidents of your Colonies and Colledges, that 
Mans | have been bred or b-oughr up in the Country , Hath nor God in a great 
mcaſure been ready (5 make £40G wiia- he ta h i p4 k-n by the Prophet Amos 


' fel 
| te0 | will power of my Spirit tpon your you! 8 men, Ard choſen of ſfuciy to 
” & be Nazirices, 15 1t ret it us ? Tt anyibirk lam too long upon this Theam, 
C:4- | they may conlider che readicit way to obrain a return of the lixe favour, Or 


it, } acontinuarce of the former, is, thar.k:ully tro acknowledge what is, as well 
low a5 what hath been, He that hath done this, can do yet more, God n buc 
vor | waiting for an oppor turity of our thankfulneſs and humility to turn his face 
nay | toward us that we may be ſaved, ; 

5. Gods providential diſpenſations toward his Peop'e ordinarily hold a 
proportion with his former promiſes : God is ordinarily wont to be with 
wa | this People, while they are with him: for although he may our of his ablolute 
rl | Woveraignty turn aſide our of the ordinary road of his dealings without gi - 
we | vingusan acconne, as he did wich Job: And with the whole Church, Pſa/. 


Oe 44.17, All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten thee, nor - dealt 
(l- (eitfully in thy Covenant, and Gods diſpenſations toward his Ele in eheir 
+ particular perſons are more various ; yetas to Provinces and people tha: 
at frotels his Name God doth uſually (tit vis diſper.ſations with the wayes of 
i bis people, in all ages ir hath been ſo, ſpecially under che Law ; under the 
. Goſpel, Gad back been pleaſed to order events ſomething other wiſe: though 
a fill iris found 4 truth, that Godlineſs hath the protaiſe of the life that now 
© | % and thacwhichis cocome, yet may it be obſerved, that in the primitive 
: umes, when was evidenced the great pourings our of the Spirit, may. be 


greate” then ever (hall be again till the g*neral ReſurreRtion , there were 
reve” (adder calamitres thae b-fel the p-ople of God in all former ages. 
Hcrein was God plesſed ro diſcover the power of his Grac:, in not ſuffer- 
ng the Buſh to be conſum:d. chough the fire was increaſed ſeven fold, even 
dy that admir able way of manife{ta.ion of rhe faith and patience of the Saints 
a" the World convinced of the cruth of the Goſpel, that he who was in 
them thar pr ot «(ſed ir, was greater then he that was in the World which op- 
Poſed ir, in thar all the Worid could do, they could not pur a ſtop to the 
Pope's of Chriſts Kingdome. Their hearts were then raiſed to ſo eminent 
adegree of holineſs and piery, ( being refined by that fire of perſecution 
on their Droſs ) that they could diſcerne the leaſt buddings of fin, and the 
"riſe of any worldly lu\is, which made them ready to condemn them» 


| Telves under thoſe ſevera! ficry Tryals in the Furnace of aftlition ( wherein 
ney were Gods choſen Jeruſalem ) as if thoſe judgements of the Sword of 
Perſecution, were only gccalion:d by ſ1me defeRion in their ſincerity, and 
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or want of up: ighe walking with God, And ſure, there might be cul 
even for that virgin and pure Church ro condemn themſelves for ſome ſ19 
or wrincles in their garmert which is 4bunantly evident in thoſe exprefliuns 
uttered in the Enililes to the feven Churche:t .-, Atia : fo thac their afflict vas 
chrough the admirable concurrence of div 2 yr ovidence might happen for 
correct .0n, as well as for temp:acion and tr yal, If we of this Counzry, the 
many Churches here (cated, ſhould lo 3k our Faces in the Glaſle, may :,or ne 
have civic co take up the like complain 43 rnitg our felves, which they 
oiten Gd, or were hound to do, Rev. 2.5. 1itey that ſhall wiſely and ſericell; 
con':der the feveral ingredients in r'1s-cup of trembling ( we have been 
made ail co drink of more or leſs) may g've a near gueſs at the dileaſ 
c1:tier we have laboured under, or are raamng info, It uſes to be 4 ru 
with the Divine Phyſician as well as ori» 5 ave principits, and veni-nti os 
exrrere me>b9, If any dare be coi ut ro ſay, they are not far gone of 
ſome dargerous Spiritnal malady ic {-1f, what it God will have bis Servan's 
in;che firit planting of the Goſp 4 in th: Wit, hive ſome experience of the 
like changes with them in the Et pars of the W +142 or cauſe it to þefil 
us 3S it cid Netemiah in the huildirns of th: Torip oe alter the return irem 
Babylon, that they were forced to carry the W capon of War in the one band 
and the Trowe! ia the orher. 
And «bat if it ſhould be found that 1irael hath finred, and ir is as yerhd 
from our Rulers, as we!l as from our {elves + there hath buen fore tings 
obj=&cd 2gainſt the proce: dings wich the Indizn5; borh in times fo egy 
as we'll a5 later, rel2ting both ro the preſent war and former price, of whit 
it were ſad if there were cauſe to ſay, Her dict | fs, ofo nos aturge t& 
felli, Burl inten$ not ro meddle wich things our 0; mv (454, or avvle 0) 
$phear, Therefore leaving thoſe things that are yet \«tent or doubrivd, zrd 
come to thoſe things about which we may all agre<z, 3: +7, 1937 25 hetyre it 
hath been ſaid by tome, God hath a controver'ite with New- 07 arg, {o row 
that the rod of aff &.on, bath not only budded and blo flomed, bur brought 
forth its fruir, may we not all conclude, that there are ſome matters of 0l- 
fence, that G-d hath ageinit us, that nowichſtanding all threarnings, and 
ſolemn warnings both by che word as well as by the works of God, could 
nor be reformed Therefore God was nor willing to lay afide his quarrel 
Suinlt us. And for this «nd chit tranſgreſſion woa!ld no turn away che pur 
iſhment of New-Enghand, I ſhall in{tance but in ewo things, a6 10 My 0" 
obſervation, molt likely £9 render us oHnoxius to ſuch ſevere animadyerſi9"s 
from the Almig'tty, and wherein we have been, as I apprebend, moſt apt * 
ofend, 1, Spirit] Pride, 2, A Spirit of Woridly- mindedneſs ; wiſh- 
ing, that- whazever ele hach been reckoned amongit provoking evils Þy © 


gher hands wpon lixe occaſions; might ſerioutly he conſidered and amet 
Id 
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ing :00 often found ming'ed wich go0 
Lita cdter4 18 PEC CALLS ip/is, ſuper Dia nm ipſes riOe (+ 
k aordinchitvgs well done, This fin bach that agvantage, 
oy concitent with, bur is 4 pt as it, Were tO ſoring from our very graces. 
and gr"d wor KS, Or ariſe among theta, 4s lares were 

where heat 5:48 at fiſt ſown, and alſo found growing z men may acciden- 
tall; come to þ- fed up, upon thc confideration of their gifts, parts, privt- 


(5s) 


That which leads me to pirch upon the two forementioned evils, as the 


procuring cauſe of theſe ſad corre Rive Yiſpenlations of God toward us, 15 
becauſe ir is moſt probable, that is is lome 
root and vitals of Religion, threatring 3r 
witherinz-of the power of goCll eſs, that neith 
Yes c40 reach, which is clic matter io be retor mc 
hits likely ro bring a Contunption upon the ver 
gon; and ſuch are thoſe two premil 


thing, that lies a$ a Worm at the 
d endangering a great decay, and 
her civil nor eccleſiallical cen- 
d, ſome ſecret heart evill, 
y vitals, and power of Re- 
-4 evils, For the firſt of chele, viz, 

Ge ir ſelf like Saul amongſt the ſtuffe, 
4 things and commendable vertues, 
lis timenda,pride is oit to 
that it 1s not 


1. *piricual Pride, 17 1$ ready 10 bi 


found in the ficld 


lelges, y:4 graces and duties well perfor med, Pride, though no weed elle, 
«as (ou; d in Paradiſe it ſ:1f, no wonder thenit it ſhould be foundin the belt 
Curches npon the Earth, 

; Spiritual pride is an evil, the very beſt of Gods Children are incident 
10, witneſs David and Hezckiahin whom ir did not only bud but bloſſome, 
and Paul the very chict of the Apoltles, in whom it bad ſome kind of root, 
nd might have budded, if it had not been nipped by the thorn in the fleſh, 
ſent him in mercy from God, chat h- migat not be exalted above meaſure, 
1nd ſo fall into the ſame condemnation oi the D-vil, 

God will rather have his pcup'e poor and humble, then rich and proud, 
ther pert up in a corner, then roomthy, and (wola with pride, rather di- 
treſſed and vpps« fſcd, then enjar ged to wandring and ſecurity , yea if it be 

[to prevent the prevailing, or the appearance of ſach a dc1temper. Sers' 
Medicina paratur, Cc, therefore God will prevent the fir! riſe of evil in his 
ors that there may be no ſpot found among|t rhem, ſo unbecoming his 

dren, 

3. Piricual pride is a Fn very provoki” 
fle will hold ſuch at a diſtarice, A aot the ipot 
urder and Adulcry ſhall ſoon+r be parconed 
iden his ſpiritual pride, There is be compelled ro make 4 publick confe ſon 
und recantation of this evil, whe 1 he ſees the ArNge! ſtanding with a drawn 
word over Jeruſalem, What h 've theſe poor ſheep done, let thine hand 
deapzinſt me, and againſt my farhers houſe, 2 Sam. 24- Nor can Hezekiatis 
pride be paſſed by, till be humble h mſelf greatly, and all Jeruſalem with him, 

2Uicon, 32,26, Yea Paul himfelf ſhall be buffered, as well as leel the chorn- 


and offenfive in the ſight of God 
of his Children, Davids 
without -publicx pennance, 
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:n the fleſh, fur the removal of the badge of this offenſive evil, 

4. This is not the firſt time that this tin hach bee:1 putting up headin New 
England, and ſolemaly teitifed againſt in this place , ſe4 verbum ſat ſapiens, 

5. There may be cauſero fear, yea and to declare allo that fpiricuall pride 
is t00 evident in New England at this time, notwith!tanding all complaint 
and humbling providences of Gol1 in former times. N-x to make any men- 
tion here of chat effeminate childiſh pride in h#bic, attice ( which iris much 
the grave and prudent example of the Sober, and wiſer perſons, the reſtraine 
of che heads of Familyes cannot reform without the help of civill Laws) 
and thac in thoſe of the meaner ſort, where ic moſt reigns and is moſt off;n- 
ſive, Let all chings be done decently and in order, What ever the pride of 
any mean perſons miy prompt chem co think, whatever 15 not according to 
order, is very indecent; /c, tor the peaſant to equal the prince, or imitate him 


in garbe or in gate, or for the handmaid to emulate her miitriſs. Will nor | 


this occalion the baſe ro betve themielves proudly againit the Honourable, 
a fore-runner of ſad contulion breaking in upon a degenerating people, /{a,3 
K'ngs Dzughters were of old threatned for their {trange Apparrel, which 
it may be did not much exceed ſome of our dayes. Soft Raiment is the cog- 
nizance of Kings houſes, noc the badge of pilgrims and (tra:gers Familye, 
Yet had che children of princes and Kings daughters c heir ornaments whic) 
tt was not cuſtomary for others roimirate, The prudent husband-man v 
ſes more to be delighted in the bulie, aRive yer ſable Bye, ther in the gauiy 
Bucterfly, which it may be ranges all over the field to get only fine colours 
wherewich to paint her wings,” from thoſe fl »wers wherce the other dl- 
gent cceatures ferch both wax and honey, where vith they bath bu'ld their 
houſes, and furniſh chem wich provilion, to feed themſelves , and refreſh 
cheir owners, while the other are bat che obje of c 1i[drens ſport, | 
Let all due teſtimony be borne agiinſt chis kind of pride, fo aboundirg, 

but ic is another ſort, ſpiritual pride, that is ſo offaſive in the ſight of Gn, 
and is indeed the root whence the other ' ſprings, wich many other haious 
evils that are apt to provoke the Lord to jealouſie + and whieh is the fin o 
the profcfli1g part of the Country as well as of achers: which is but t00 
evident in the conceiredaeſs of mens gifts of their privilieages. liberties and 
Eitates, whence is ap: ro proceed elaceneſs of mi: dz, hauglity looks, ſuper- 
cilious contempt of others, needleſs (-paration from, rigid cerſures of me! 
equal to, if not b2tter then themſelves ; impl:cablene(s, with ocher each |-ke 
d:\poſiio1 of minle. This is the raot from whence (i g 4!l thoſe ſc:1- 
dalous breaches, ſhirp contentions, paroxiſmes of civitien ; for only by 
pride ſays Solomon, Prov. 13, 10, comes contention :; from chis ſoun;an 
ſprings thoſe bitter ſtrifes, in Toxns and Chu: ches, that prove like 2 #9 M 
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convert the meanes applyd for the remedy to increaſe the malady. 
Diſorders of all ſorts ſpring from hence, and that in every reſpeR; for 
hence it is that Leaders are not good enough to command, and that Follow- 
e's are £00 good to obey; thz Centurion inthe Goſpel ſound no ſuch dM- 
euley in his way, 1 ſay to one go and he goeth, of them that are under me, 
toanother come and he cometh; yet was he « man under the authority of 0- 
thers, 2s himſelf acknowledgeth, This was of old a preſage of ruining dif- 
ſentions in old Rome, Pompriurrs parew, Ceſarve priorem, qui ferre po> 
ef, when there are ſuch Chaſmaes and hiatus's in che ſuperiour or infexiour 
parts of a ſtate, they are ſad Omens, portending ru nz, The obſervation of 
the ith Command, that firſt Command of promiſe, as was ſaid tefore, leads 
the way to the due obſervance ot all thereft, Were you not afraid to ſpeak 
againſt my Servant Moſes ? God was never reconciled to that proud, fliff- 
recked unſubdued Generation that murmured and redelled apainſt Moſes & 
Aaron, but conſumed them in the Wilderneſs, From this root of bitter - 
neſs alſo proceed thoſe other evill fruits of Jealouties, Bnyy, &c. not that 
oly Jealoufie, or fear concerning others, che Apoſtle had over the Corin- 
thians, which he calls a godly Jealouſfie leſt Sian ſhould beguil e chem, This 
wncthing but a regular fear leſt any thing ſhould diltu: b the peace or vio- 
lte the purity of what we love : But the other is an ungr. unded fear left 
&ers ſhould our-doe us,or be preferred before us; nor willing others 
ſhould and by us or near us, atrencel wi {; a kind of hatredif they &d. e, 
This pride 2Ifo is the root of the evill aff-Qtions of Envy, which is like \. Ic 
water, which makes the reigiteſt thing ſeem crooked that is put into it, 
This is a great vanity , of which the wiſe man complained, that for every 
rght werk a man ſhould be envyed of his neighbour, which yer ſprings from 
thus r00r of pride, Some entertain ſuch an opinion concerning themſelves, 
they conceive norhing can be well done if they have not an hand therein, 
wherezs Paul is content and rejoyceth that Chriſt is preached though him- 
ſelf be ſhut up in priſon , that che truth is at liberty though bimfelr bein 
donds, This ſpirit of pride maintains that cffice of Lying, which was com- 
Pitined of not long ſince in this place, derraRing from, or defrauding of 0- 
Pers, Hence alſo is that Self-willednefs, that ſpiric of revenge whereby 
ſome canriot bear to be oppoled, but muſt be chief, and will Þave «{.11c 
wills though they turn evrey ſtone, T enter animy celeſtiber ire. Bu: wr h 
t00 many as he ſaid tis true, wers wihi pro regno, This ſpiric of willful R:- 
Tenge was it, that brought that ſore ſcourge of God upon ſome parts of 
Chriſtian world, for ir made ſome that could not, as the Poet lpesks, 
fillere Superes, Achareuta movere, that they might be revenged on thuir, - 
whom they might have received ſome leſſer injury, for ic called the $a- 
'acens and Moors into Spain, from whence it could never be recovered a- 
$un in ſeven hundred years, This opened the Gates of Buda, that imp? eg- 
[ nable 


(58) | 
able Bulwark of Hunpary, to let in the Turks, that ſome mizbt have their © 
wi:ls of their Chriſtian neighbours ard f: iends, to reverge a privare injury 
wich a pub! Ck 41d perperual miſchief, Thus this pride of me1s bearts will 
make them tara lndias, char they may be reveaged of their Brethren, A- 
bram #1! rather rcc2 ie from his rigic then contend wich h13 Brother, when * 
che Canarite and Perizzice was then in the land, O my foul come nor theu in» 
to their ſecrec ; unto their e\ſcmblyes be not chou uaiced, m 1e honour, for 
17 taetr anger they ilew a man, and in their ſeli-will they digged down a wall 
Gex,49.6, Ibis is the firſt of the two 4, rand eviils among t us 4s itis to be 
«cared, 

2, The ſecond is like unto this as co its ſecret and pr evailing nature, and 
al:ke odious in the ſight of God, ce, That ſpiric of Covetouſacls and inordi 
nate love of che world, that is fo inconalitent with che love of the Father, 
This {3a lyes as a Barr of ſeperation berwixt God and his people, ye canno! 
ſerve God and Mimmon, This is a lu{t cha: will drown mens $*uls in per» 
d:tion, 1,712.6, much more their Budyes and ellaces, This is apr to choak 
the fruit of che molt hopefull Soy!, dire Idolatry, and Apoltzcy, no won- 
der cherefor e ic is called che ron of all eviil. Yer doth chis Gn lily infins- 
ate i; ſelf into che heart of cis for wardeit Profeſſors, and js ready to (peak 
rothem as the Szrpent did co Eve hath God inzeed ſa:d you may not medde 
with this or that deſirable fru;c of the world, This is a (fin apt toly in Watt for 
and ealily cofnarc a Reforming people, This will nor be the fir} tine hit 
it hath been ready to bate Reformetion,as may be ſeen Hug. 1.5, for it mi 
itans with the bighelt ourward form of Religion, Charch m:mber ſhip, pu'e 
Worſhip, ar the \riftelt kind of Ciſcipline, witneſs the Phariies 11:21 were lo 
firit obſervers of the Law, & 45 touching the righteouſncſs thereof, blaite- 
leſs, And Judas that carri.d che Bug, yer was a peritioner of Sxian, thug" 
outwerdlyin the vitble K:: giome uf Chrilt, yea tn his Farily, yet 45 [1:;'e 
fuſpeted as any of the reit, Wu complaiots bave ben made again; lis fa 
inthe Clin-c", 2nd Lawes madeacaialt ic in the Communwealch , yet 2: 
L'ves and hides ic ſelf as if chore were ns comng at it, It iycs ſecretly 11 b'"g 
6 the hearts of Profeſſ.1rs, and is brooded by preterc 2 of one thing or 0:84! 
Neceflicy, Fruga'! y,Sobriety &e, $11 can pur a ſpeciqus pyerence nM only 
of civil! pruder.ce, bur of Reiig-0n allo, upon his covetous pratice & way, 
exyrelly contrad: ing the Command of God, The Billainces of Ceceit were 
in the hand of Ephrai.a, with 2 ſecret love co o7preis in his Marchandize, yet 
wio can fid any Tniquity in t 11 D-alirgs, that were fin? Hef, 12.8. How 
are mens 1ciires ap: to be enlirpuid afre. rhe world as hell, & their bracts un 
ſiriſnz1 as the grave, that ms them able ro devour widdows hou'ts, Yet 
never {iy it is enough, They that li:{t came over hither for the Golpsl 
could not well rel] what to dos wit! more Land then a ſmall number of acres 
yet gow men more ealily [wallow down ſo miny hungreds and are no: ot 
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fed, If they be but never (© little fireightned, they Muſt remove where, they 
may have 160M enough, that tan part with 2 good neighb Wrhbood, and the 
the beaucifull tierirzge of Church communion, or Goſpel Wor ſhip, to picch 
with Lot in the Contines of Sodom. There was a fad curſe [aid upon Jerecho 
the city of the Moon, an « mblem of this lower world, which refurmed chur- 
ces fhould crample under their fret, that whoever ould bnild it again, 
ſhould ly the foundation thereof in his firſt-born, and ſer up the gares 
thereof in his youngelt ſon, which it Is well if fome mens hearts doe not ru 
pive thier, as if the hand of God chat hath been writing bictor tings againit 
vs, hath no: among 9thers written ſome ſuch ching as his, Is not tius co 
ſs up new GoJls ? 1s ic a wander then that we find war in our g::es, God is 
kocking the hatids of New-England people off trom the wortd, and from 
rw Plantations, till they ger chem ne # hearts, reſolved co refurm this great 
evill, Theſ: things my teem harſh, yer when the Lord is crying aloud in 
tis providence, wi Can fo; bear ſpeaking in this kind, The Lyon bath roar- 
el, who will not fear, the Lord hath ſpoken, who can but propheſie 42.3.8 
Nivudin Burgundy once cold hs fellow brectiren, Bzrnard & Guido, (who 
hf newly renouactd the world, and entred into Monatteryes, tcl.ing cheir 
Wer b-0cher, tha: they had left him a'l their earthy pol {j ns) that they 
kimade ng c9/t4l divifion, tak ng heaven for themlelves, and leaving him 
what 14 liere b£low, Ic miy be God hath obferved ſome of his chuldren 
bere dning; the £01417 4ry, 190 ready to exchange the Kingdome, of heaven 
for exrcbly paſſeſti .ns, 2nd chereiore ſayes he will ugdoe rthac bargain, as 
weuſe to doe the fool ſh birgains of onr Children, If this be the guiz? of 
New England, or chat chece appears any difpoli.ton that way, It is no won- 
dr if God wnr great Lard-iord, layes his arreſt upon our tillage, and 
kiraines for his glury,as our divine Aitroaumer tclls us in the prognoilick of 
this preſent year, 20 dc. 27 
 Thas bignoured and reſpeRt-d inthe Lord, you that are the Heads and 
Leaders of our frives, 1 tave endzavoured to ler, before you che ewo- great 
Evills that I umbly conceive may molt probably bt look: upo1, not as the 
Kal of ch procur.ng cauſes of theſe chaitiſements, in letting looſe the rage 
ofthe Heathen 2gaintt us, ſo far as any deſerving cauſe may be found in us, 
| God re!fs bis peop's Ol old, chat fie wilt move them to j:aloulie by them 
at are no people, 4d provoke them by a roviiſh nition, .e, by choſe whom 
lliey Cefpiſed and ractt contemned, Dext.z 2.231, How have we been too apt 
(0 ſpeak comemptibiy of rite Indians, 25 if on” of us jcoutd drive hungrecs 
of them, It may be it hath been fo in tormce rimes, when Gad put the dread 
Of us upon thein ther were round about us, Sampſon after tis Dclilah ens 
Ciantaients, thovslt to have done as 2t cher rines, bur he wiit not that 
0d was departed ti om him, 1 erg is a preat deal Of ods, when God is 
Wiili lil; people, and when he 45 2giiatt dam, Providenges have feem*d 
| 1 3 {range 
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ſtrangely to work againſt us, but it may be to humble us and prove xs, 1 
he = doe us good ja the latter end. God may have other _ ls = 
he aims at in theſe ſolemn Dsfpenſations, char doe not yet appear : and when 
he hath performed his whale work upon our Zien, he will puniſh the four 
heart of our enemies as we truſt, 

One other end that God may have, may be to teach us Warre, as way 
faid F«d.3.2. at leaft choſe that knew nothiog of it before, which in a Sence 
isrne of moſt of us. The knowledge of any thing that is gocten by experi 
ence is quite another kind from thac which is acquired by ocher meanes, We 
knew nothing of che pra@ick of warr, ws ſhould never have learot by all 
our [Trainings and Arcilleryes in former times; and itis well if they 
have not caught us ſomeching elſe, which God is now unteaching us, We 
ſee now plainly chat it is 01s thing to drill a Company ina plain Champagne 
and another to drive an enemy op the deſert woods, Yet Gods lira 
el need not be diſcouraged, God may be in the midſt of us, though we doe 
not yet ſo manifeſtly dilcern him as we wiſhfor, and is going up with a ſhout 
Pſa.45.7.He uſes to fit as a Refiner over his fire, And w n, > hath prepare 
the Soyle by ploughing and harrowing he ,will caſt in che precious Seed, 
Light is ſown for che rightcous, & joy for the vpright in heart, They 
that ſow in tears, ſhall reap in Joy. God doth nor at any time willing 
affi& che Children-of men, but at ne time over atHic& them, 

If you enquire what remedy may be preſcribed againſt the two fore 
mentioned evils, feared to be too far grown, or growing upon us : [ (hl 
z: preſent adviſe bur to this one Carholiek remedy , and that is Ot 
tian charity, there is a medicament which they call Vxguentum Apefteiriw 
fo-named from the number of the ingredients, this I now meo:ioned may 
more properly be ſo called, but rather the example and: authoricy then the 
namber of the Apoſtles, who in their writings as well as their Lord and 
Maſter in his D»trine did ſo- much infiſt upon it, Above all theſe pur on <>+ 
rity, Col.3.14. Charity is the fulfilling of the Law; ſoas if thar had been 
duely attended in our hearts and lives, as well as in our profeſſions, it would 
have at firſt prevented the miſcarriages of our Churches, and may on that 
ground be the moſt likely means to heal us and revive chings amongſt w, 
to their primitive ſtate of purity and perfeAion, for when did iniquity & 
bound, but when the love of many began to wax cold, When a lear 
man in the former age once read ſome part of the Goſprl, he ſuddenly 
broke forth into theſe words, avt hoc now eff evangeliam, ant no; non ſuns! 

evanolici, fo may one ſay of our times, when he reads: r Cor, 13, «wt bes 
won off eharitar,ant wor non[ſumn: charitate imburi, The genuine race of 

heavenly plant is almoſt wor ne our of knowledge in the world, Paul cot- 
plains in bis time that all men ſought their own things, and none the things 
of Jeſus Chriſt; what would they holy ApoVe fay, tharbad the " 
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(6) 
of at the Churches ill lying upon his beart, if he were alive and preſent s- 
u$inthis generation. 

If Thad the rongue of Men and Angels, and but one hours time eo ſpeak 
unto yoo, 1 could not better improve it, then by preſſing upon you a conſci- 
encious care and endeavour to exerciſe and practiſe this excellent grace, this 
nof chriſtian virtue, which might be thought a ſuper fl20vs thing thus eo 
prefs, as one not long ſince expreſſed, did we only know the Goſpel and not 
tte lives of them that profeſs it. 

And I ſeriouſly affi-m, 1 know no way elſe to advance the name of Chri- 
fianiy to{:s priſtine glory in the world, The flouriſhing bcauty of tiis 
heavenly grace, was chat which did ſo firargely metamorphoſle the viſage 
and face of things at firſt in the world, when was fulfilled that of Ifaiah, that 
the wolf and che lamb ſhould dwell toge:He-, and the leopard lye down with 
the k'd, It was the verdane luſtre of chis divine grace, that turned the 
rough and barren wilderneſs of the world into a fruitful Carmel, or fra» 
grant Sharon, When the Chriſtian Wor id had firſt put on this precious at- 
tireof Charity, the ſmell of i:s Garments were like Lebanon, as a held 
which the Lord had bleſſed, This fp'ric turned Shevir and Hermon thoſe 
Lionsdens and mountains of Leopards, into the holy and peaceable moun- 
tinofthe Lord, where was found nothing that ſhould hure or deitroy, But 
lit when this reryas aff rea religuir, when this ſpiric of love began to decay, 
fhen did iniquity and unrighteouſneſs break in upon the Chriſtian world like 
torrent that carried all before ic. Then did the Chucches Sharon return 
bick into the wilderneſs 2gain, and then the exceliency of Carmel began to 
ſhake off its fruits. Then did they nothing bot hurt and deltroy in all Gods 
boly Mountains : then was the Temple of God become a den of Thieves, a 
Uge of ravenous and-unclean birds, and ſo hath continued ever finee, andſo 
vie ſtill ro remain, till the times of the Genciles be fulfilled and the years 
of Antichriſt be run onr, unleſs a mighty ſpirit of Grace be poured upon the 
World: For ever fince the fatabfends and diff-ncions paganized and degene- 
ed Chriftendome, as onenot unaptly tells chem, are become the ſcandal 

the Mabometans in the Eaſt, and we the pretended reforming Proteſtants 
if Europe, the divided ſ:&s of Luther and Calvin are become, if not the 
(rn of, yer leſs tremendous to thofe at Rome, And we may have great 

*tofear, that the decay of this Grace in New-England, hathin a great 
e been theprocoring'cauſe that hath brought this black Cloud upon 

le deauciful face of our Siorrin-theſe ends of the Earth, Paul complained” 
dis time of a great decay of Charity, even- where other gifts abounded: 


| tells the Corinthians they were carnal, and walked as men, not for want 


gifts of knowledge which puffed up but for want of charicy, which 

: inthoſe times he fonnd but few Timorhies that cared for the 

of others, but many Demaſſes char'ſought their own good, and- many | 
I $ 
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Diotrephers chat ſought their own exaltation, and pre erment , with th 
under valuing 4nd conternpr of others; could Chritiars but be  perfnadedta 
pur off (his privace ſelfiſh, wor idly Spirit, and. put on humility, and chariry, 
aud maniteta publick Spice, how would ic again revive tlie glory of New 
P-1gland Churches, : Fo | 

We have ma 1y complaints amons{ us, cou!d we but get ou hearts ſtored 
wich this Ch: 1:tian virtueyic would proveas a Balm ont 6: Gilead, a ſovereign 
remecy 492in't a'l our croubles, Chis Grace of charity in the compleat and 
periect exer ciſe thereof would heal all our divifions, reform all our vices 
root out a:i 0ur diſorders, make wp all our breaches, This would cure all 
tie moreilizviſme, and liberciniſme in the Brethren of News 
England C':\urches, and ic would cure alſo all the Prelecy, 
and Prefhy.eriznifſms in the Elders of the ſaid Churcies ; we 
ſhould pretoncly then have better thoughts one of another, for loy 
tainke:h no tam, So for other Maladjes and Diltempers in our miads,.or 
diitrefſes in our outward Efares, Charicy would bedike the Widows: Of: 
tae would never ceafe runnit 9 till it had filled all che veſſels. This wou! 
Pay ali our dcb:s, and defcay all our publick charges, This would relieve all 
our diitreft:.d friends, it woutd anſwer all the- neceſti:ies of Church and 
Yate, This would fed all our poor, and cloche all our naked Brethren, and 
I1paort all our Widows and Fetherleſs ones, lt. would maintain .all our 
milters {v, ther eley who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel: ard 
this would ata more honourable rate, and wichout repining afford the breal 
of the Governour, In a word what would not charity do of this kinde: 
publick Faich hath in ſeveral ages been bankrupt, but publick charity never 
was yet, The Churches Treaſury of the primitive times, that was ſupol: 


only with this ſpring of clarity was never drawn dry, Yea al:hough the - 


frimitive C'Iriitijans were to encounter with all kinde of adverſity, they cot 
flictcd with Famine and Nuk-dneſs, with all kind of wants, yet was rel 
Treefiry never waſted, All the powers of the Earch were combined agurl 
them, and of Hell co0, yer it never failed ; I tell you if. we could ſer up ſuc 
a Bank of Chriſt:an Charity in New-F ngland, it would prove a richer Not 
houſe then all the Spxriiſh Mines or Banks of Venice, or Amſterdam, Js 
would make ſuch an equal giltribution of the things of lis life through 
the whole Camp of Iſrael, that he who gathered much Could have nothing 
over, and they tha: gather ed lirtle ſhould havo no lack : for his with cf 
renement would m2k+ god linefs the greatelt gains to all chat traded therein, 


Thea would one Chriltian Brother, Neighbour and Friend, allilt and ſtrenge | 


then each »ther, and all endeavours would be tirmly engaged £0 promo 
che common good, | 4 

Thus Honoured, Reverend, much reſpeRed and beloved .in the Lo! 
I bave endceyGures £0 gorgtuend ſomething to your cooliderazion ſro! p 
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words, ſpeaking firſt unto you all in your ſeveral and diſtin capacities, ard 
xthelalt have actempred co bind you up all cogether in one bundle with the 
Bond of Charity, that bond of perfeRt eſs, could all the heads ard Leaders 
of our Tribes be twiited rog-ther by the Spirit if Love, it would make A 
threefold Cord chat could not eaſily be broken ; it won's mike our Forces 
how wes ſoever in themſelves b:crmy an hoit bke the hott of God, though 
not in numbers, yet in virene and poeer agtintt which our Enemics ſhould 
not he able ro ſtand up, Were our Jeruſalem chus compacted rogether, the 
Gizes of Heli wich all cheir tn{iruments wou!ld never be able ro undermine 
ir, or prevail againit it, Sed hic Liver, hog opus eſt, It muſt be from him, 
who hat? the ſeven Spirirs in his right hand, whence this Spiric mult be ex- 
ed, Thetime and tize wo. k oi che Day commands me t9 have Eone,and 
indeed [ have bur }:ttle more to add, which 1s only thus much, 

I: was the obſer va:ion of a wile Scates man in the ſor mer age, concerning 
tha: famous and Aouriſhing Common-wealth of the Romanes of old, x 
rgublica Romana cives erant utiliſimi, & optimd compeſiti, qui aut conſules 

ale favebant ant tribunt in partes ſenntus inclinabant, 1 e, The Common- 
wealch of Rome never flouriſht ſo well, as when thole in the higheſt plzce of 
Authority were wont to favour th2 intereit of the Peoples Delegates, and on 
theother hand, when the dclegnes of the people were moſt apt re incline ro 
theRulers co maintain the dignity and auchoricy of all ſuch, By prepor tion 
| my add, it would tend not alictle to the advancing a Chriſtian itate, where 
Elders of Churches are very cender of the hbzrty of the Brethrer, and 
the Brethren | kewiſe are regardful of the office, power of their Eiders , 
where the eller people do encourage the younger with their gentle and 
courteous bet)aviuur, as well as with their grave Examples, and prudence 
Counſels, and the yourger fort of pevple are ready to reverence the aged, 
not behaving themſelves proudly againit the ancient, where the rich are libe- 
ral bountiful an4 comp. gionate te the poor, and the poor are likewiſe thank- 
ulan{ reſp«R.ve to the other, and alwayes will when they meer, be ready 
to bleſs exch ocher in the name ot the Lord, as Boaz and his Reapers in the 
held, When thoſe of Z-bulun have cauſe to rejoyce in their going our, and 
the Children of Ifachar dwell quietly and live comfortably togcther in their 
Tents at home, caliing the peopie to the mountains to offer the Sacritice of 
Riphteonſmeſs, When one doth joyfully gather the fruits of the Earth, 2s che 
fther Mull ſuck the abundance of the Seas, -and of the treaſure hid in the 
nds, How ge::d and how pleaſant wou!d it be for any one to ſee the Heads 
Brethren of each of our Tribes, thus to dwell together in U ity? doubr- 
:{s it would beas the precious oyntment on the head of Airon our High 
Prieſt, as the devr of Her mon, and char witich Eefcer ded on the monnteins of 
Wn, when the Lord commanded his Bleſling even Life for evermore, 
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